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Ley and 

Lord chiefe Iuftice of 
ENGLAND, and to the reft. 

of the Honourable, Right Reue- 


rend and worthy ludges, 


Honourable Lords; I 
Uy 
gaye formerly Dedicated a finall 
Treatife vnto the Honourable 
Societie ofthe reuerend Iudges, 
“% &Z whothen filled the awfull feates | 
_ oa » of Law and Iuftice. I aduen- 
BAD ture the fecond timeto prefenc 
It, reulewed, augmented, and cleared from fome part 
that darkneffe which haply hath hitherto clouded 
it frombright acceptance. Information tending vnto 
Oem truths difcoucrie, though from the meaneft wit or 
perfon vnto your Lordhhips, cannot be vnacceptable, 
wae Whom Law doth make the Sentenfers of Trueth; 
ee Which is the Soule and Sentenfe of the Law. The 
=Matter and fubject propounded is not trifling or vn= 
worthy, nor canbe any difdaine vnto Noble great- 
: nefie ; 


* 

7 

4 


f 


tender my owne vnto the publique good, and hauing | 
_-meerely devoted it vnto truth ; doe-humbly fubmit 

it vato your Lordfhips, the vowed Patrons of right _ 

and truth: older @ 


nefle; noris vntoany Honourable order more pro.§ 
per then to your Lordfhips. Indeede the difficultie® 
of the matter preffeth a ftudious confideration, ange \" 
orderly continuall linking and holding togetherofall 
materiall ciccumftances vnto the maine {cope, afaith.7 


fulland ftrong memorie, quickneffe of apprehenfion 


and folide iudgement , but in the end vnto fuchas are 
induftrious and defirous of Trueth , will yeeld a de. | 
lightfull and thanke-worthy compenfation thereof, © 
I prefume not to dire& or prefcribe,nor doe purpofely 7 
oppofe any other different opinion , but inoffenfiuely — 


Your Lordfbips in all bum ble 
dutie and defire , 


loun Corra. 
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HE Author perceiving his former Tra- 
Gate or firft edition thereof , either not 
\ diligently read, or not truly by many 
men vnderftood , he hath now byafe- — 
cond edition thereof offered more eafe 
and light vnto fuch as are willing. to 
Vor, GO fearch after truth, both by the addition 
of many things before omitted, asalfo by this plaine direction 
> vntoallthe moft {peciall points in the whole Treatife, as fol- 
loweth, 


contents of the firft Chapter. 
1. How Knowledge doth come unto man. 
2. How mans Knowledge ts confined and limited, 
x. That many things are hidden from the Knowledge of all 
men indifferently by the decree of God and Nature, 
2. That many things ave reucaled unto the induftrions learned, 
Which are hidden fromthe flothfull and unlearned. 
A OO HAP. | 
That Witchcraft cannot bee difconered or kuowne, but by the 
common waies and meanes of all other Knowledge and 
aifcouery. 
CHAP. IITI. 
1, The Knowledge and power of Spirits, bow. exceeding the 
_ Knowledge and pewer of man. 
2. Good Spirits and euill Spirits bow difcerned, 
That the doth andcan Worke alone without the affecsation 
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6. Hew the counterfeit miracles of the dinell may be ds eernea 


at 


T The Dinel afféiasing with 
Witch apparently by the the outs 
ward fenfe,andteftimony hereof 
That the Dinell playeth the Ingler sn many things feeming 
toraife the dead, to transforme inte Cats or Dogs or 00 
ther-Creatures , to prefent the fame body in two ds fact 
places at the fame tsme. 
The difference betweene things merely imagined or fancied, 
and ith really offered vnto the fenfe trely 
cerned. 


5. That which is Jupernatural or piritnall, may be difzonered 


by the outward fenfe. 


“from the true miracles of God. 


CHAP, VII. 
edn affured Witch by euidence of reafon conninced. 
2. ill Spirsts that are enquired at,are Dinels, 
3. Witches may be detetied by profeffedly undertaking,and up. 
on promife or.conenant performing rentlations ana dsfco- 
ueries abouethe pawer and knowledge of man. 
4. All men in Whom the Dinel doth exercife fapernatural 
workes or miracles , or by Whom he doth vtter fupernata. 
renelations, are not fimply therefore by necejJarycon. 
Sequent of reafon tobe efteemed. Watches bat with fome 
few-confiderations which therewith conioyned and dewly | 
weighed may infalibly proone their guilt thus: He that 
undertaketh or Workes Which are truly found | 
fupernaturall, and cannot either proone them to be of God, 
nor to be impoflure, nor to be impofed upon bim by the Di- 
nel without bis will, allowance , and liking thereof , that 
sman-by certaine Demonftration 1s «Witch or Sorcerer. 


What Witcheraft 1s ,manife deforibed, 
VTE 


4. 
ay 


ike ‘Th diners. kinds and manners Witches vecesKe 


knowledge from “a eA frologers, a Wizards , as 
That | 
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the Dinell oan beth inflitt difeafes, and cure where God 
fince Impofters doe counterfest Witches , and under colour of 
Witches may hide their difconery, it fit that dilia 
gentlythe Magiftrate inquire into Impofters. 
Whether the difeafed are bewitched , When and bow it 
a,  tainely to be knowne, when not,and When men ought to reft [a- 
| tisfied in defiring fatufattion therein, 
1 The markes of Witches vulgarly reported , and by oath dopofed 
to be found in their bodies, bow to be tried and knoWwne fromak 
natural difeafes among which many are very like onto them. 
“3. The meceffitse of confulting with tke Plyfitson not only theresn, 
but in all difeafes fuppofed inflitted by the 
| 4. farve the vulgarly eftecomed confelfion of a fuppofed Wstch.- 
18 of valsditie to prooue her a Witch. 
CHAP. XI. 
Witches may be produced unto the barre of [uftice two Waites, 
| firft for manifeft workes of Sorcery witneffed by the fenfe : 
Secondly, for renelations aboue the poffibslity and power of man. 
| 1. Prefumptiowand probabilities againft fufpetted Witches. 
2. That Witchcraft a finne or crime Which ought tobe detected 
byseftimony and by manifeftation thereof to fenfeor reafon. 
CHAP. XIII 
| That men onght not to fecke the difcouery of Witches by Unwarran- 
ted meanes voide of reafon,oy fuper/titions. 
Cafting Witches into the water, {cratching beating Whether any ala 
lowed tréall of a Witch: 
CHAP. XV. 
1. That reuelations by the bewitched in thesr fits or trannces are uo 
2. T bas the declarationby the bewitched of fecret markes in the 
bodies of fufpeEted Witches are not iuftsfiable to be admitted as 
true or allowable connsélions. 
3x That the healing of the bewitebed by the compelled tonchor 
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ahionof the Witch is no accnfation aga 

Any MAN, therefore a Witch. 
That there ts no more neceffitie of 4 miraculous 
Witchcraft then of any other as bideows and abominable finn 

That the miracles and detections of crying and hideous finnes|. 
usfions and apparitions cannot or affuredly bem 
nifefled tobe of God,and therefore fimply inthemfelues thong, 

renealing truth they are nor tobe truftedor credited alone, by 

fo farre forth as they doe poles unto or occafion inft and re 
nable inguifition. 


The conclufion of he Whale Treatife inferring the tWo forts of ma. 

Witches generally thorow the whole worke intended and. 
by Demenftration made enident, to be the fame,againf? whom 
the Law of God Was diretted , as alfo that thereis no other - 
trial of thofe Witches, but the meanes and wares inthis Trea. 
tife before mentioned. 
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 HONOVRABLE 
Coxe Knight, Lord 
thy. -chiefe Iuftice of En craw, one of the 
‘yea. Lordsof His Maieftiesmoft Honourable Privie 


Councell, and to the reft of the Honourable righic. 
-Reuerend and worthy ludges, | 


og Teht Honourable Lords, where 
gp accord ing vnto the direction 
of good lawes, gracious So- 

ueraignes nobly rule, and 
\oyall Subiects freely obey; 
Z there the Common-weale, 
BBA which is the common good 
__ Of both, produceth the'moft royall;happy aad fta- 
 bleMonarchy. If euerany Kingdome hath becne 

___ fortunate, to giue a true mirror and example of this 

— happineffe , famous Ifland hath beene therein 

_ Incomparable, wherein fo many puiffant Monarchs, 

fuccefiuely fwaying this Emperiall Diademe, ac- 
cording ynto the ancient Lawes-and Cuftomes of 
A this 
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of the Witch no reafoneble Aga 
ay man,as therefore a Witch. 

+ That there is no more neceffitie of : 
Wircheraft then of any other as bideous and abominable finn, 

That the miracles and detettions of crying and bideous fines). 
usfions and apparitions cannot certainly or affuredly bem 
nifefied tobe of God,and therefore fimply inthemf elnes,thong 
 renealing truth they are not tobe trufiedor credited alone, bu 
farre forth as they doe poise unto or occafion inft and real. 
‘nable inguifition, 


conclufion of rhe whale Treati(e inferring the two forts of ma 


. nifelt witches generally thorow the whole worke intended ani 
by Demenftration made euident, to be the fame ,againft 
the Law of God Was diretted , as alfo that there is no othe 
triall of thofe Witches, but the meanes and waies in this Trea 
-tife before mentioned. 
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Coxe Knight, Lord 
cchiefe Iuftice of En orawp, one of the 
‘Lords of His Maiefties moft Honourable Priuie 


Councell, and to the reft ofthe Homourable righic. 
-Reuerend.and worthy Iudges, 


Ight Honourable Lords, where 
according the direétion 
ueraignes nobly rule, and 
\oyall Subiects freely obey, 
Z a .cy there the Common-weale, 
which is the common good 
Of both, produceth the moft royall,happy and fta- 
| bleMonarchy. If euerany Kingdome hath beene 
___ fortunate, to giue a true mirror and example of this 
happineffe , rhis famous Ifland hath beene therein 
incomparable, wherein fo many puiffant Monarchs, 
fucceffiuely fwaying this Emperiall Diademe ac- 
cording vnto the ancient Lawes-and Cuftomes of 
A. this 
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The Epiftle Dedicatorie. 


uerned this mighty people in peace and honour at 
home, and victorioufly led them in triumphant 
warre abroad,as by the glorious trumpe of forreine 
and domefticke fame and Hiftorie is not obfcure, 


-Thefplendor of this truth , the iniurious afperfion 


of infifficiencie in our Englith lawes, cannot with- 
out. fhame or blufhing guilt behold. Notwithftan- 
ding, fince in fome few things to bee wanting, 
was neuer as yet wanting in the moft exquifire 
lawes, Policieand State that euer hath beene, and 


fince the Law of God it felfe (though perfeét in it 


felfe) through humane imperfedction in the true 


perfection was neuer yet feene, giue mee leaue 
through all lawes and Countries in one particular 
to wonder at their generall defect. What Law or 
Nation in the detection of Witches, and Witch- 
craft, hath as yet euer appeared competent,or from 
juft exception exempt ¢ How vneertaine are a- 
mong all people differing iudgements? Some iudge 
no Witches atall, others more then too many, o- 
thers too few by many, in fo oppofite exrreames,fo 
extreamely oppofite: I doe not prefume to pre- 


{cribe how a law may become more abfolute or 


perfect,I onely labour & enquire to learne. Among 
many generall directions by different Authors , di- 
uerfly publifhed, concerning the perfecting of par- 
ticular lawes, (as farre as perfection is poffible vnto 
humane frailry) Deweofthenes in his fecond Oration 
again{t Ariffogiton, in my thought doth fceme to 
equall (if not exceede) the moft exquifite. ree 
things 


this Nation, fo many hundreths of yeares go- 
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The Epiftle Dedi catorie. 


- things faith he (as may be plainely out of the fore: 
- named place collected) doe concurre vnto the vp 
» right conftitution of euery complete law, whereby 


it may beheld facred and inuiolate. The firft is, 
that it be epus pi xx opis Od, that is, that it be the ordi- 
nance and gift of God. Secondly, that it be a 
that is, the fage and iudicious decree 
and counfell of the moft wife and prudent. The 
third is, that it be that is, the vniuerfall 


-confent of the whole fate, Citie or countrey. Cer- 


tainly, the true caufe of the forementioned generall 
lamenefle, and confufion of Lawes in the propofed 
cafe of Witch-craft confiftech herein. Firft , for 
that men haue not as yet fufficiently fearched the 
holy Scripturesto finde out that sec, that ts, 
what is the ordinance of God therein. Secondly, 
for that men haue not ferioufly confulted with that 
wifedome and prudence, which by the light of 
nature and reafon Almightie God hath left difco- 


uerable and allowed to be inftly and truly deemed, 


that is, the fage counfell , determi- 
nation and decree of the moft iudicious , prudent 

When thefe two are met and are agreed ; name- 
ly, the ordinance of God, and the vpright and fin- 
cere counfell of the moft holy , prudent and wife 


‘men, purpofely ftudied , and without fuperftition 


exercifed therein : then will the happy harmony of 
all mens hearts become eafily ‘tunable thereto, 


which is, mrsaconsienmsm, that is, the common confent’ 
of Prince, People, and Countrey. | Vato this faire 
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T he Epiftle D ¢di¢ ator 10. 
workeand building of God: letit not feeme pre. 7 
fynption, that offer this my. Moytie of defire, 
and good will. .Iknow that this: fubie?, many 
ages of learned Authors, haue endlefly variedymany 
famous Writers haue bin branded with infamous | 
errors, many excellent wits haue run themfelues al- 
moft out of their wits,& thofe who hauebeftdefer- 
ued, theirtrembling pens haue niggardly dropped, 
& timoroufly pointed. out any fully,orfirmely 
ched certainty. Iris notwithftanding no breach of 
rule of modefty, but my bounden duty , vntothe 
accomplifhment.and honour of truth,toadde what- 
foeuer inmy vimoft endeavour may beconducible, 
Neither would my many conflicts, with difficulties 
in this kinde, hold me excufed, if fo oft {purred, or 
rather galled, by fa frequent exercife, practife and 
conuerfation, with perfons in fo.diuers extraordi- 
nary manners afflited, and {uppofed bewitched, it 
fhould awake no anfwerable difpatch or difplay 
therein. Let it then feeme no wonder , that a man 
(though leffe then the leaftamong men) who hath 
not onely as ftudioufly as others laboured the fame 
articular, and as diligently therein obferued, but 
ath farremore happily bin fortuned thenothers, __ 
with frequent matter,and occurrents worthy obfer- 
vation, and hath alfo beene more plentifully grati- 
fied with opportunitie , to inrich his vnderftanding 
with variety and worth of obiedts, inftructing his. 
reafon, and confirming his experience: Let it feeme 
no.wonder (I fay) that wit, thus beyond 
others furnithed thereto, may aduenture amiddeft 
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The Epifile Dedicasorie, 
7 {> many doubts and ambiguities, wherewith fo ma: 
“ny worthies have been formerly intangled.and per- 
 @ plexed, to auouch and prooue certainty, and de- 
monftration. In this fubie& of Witch-craft, by 
better meanes aduantaged, if beyond former times 
or Writers I haue haply propofed a more dire& 
7) and certaine Module and Methode of indging 
~ therein, Ido¢notthereby arrogate vnto: my felfe, 
© but attribure vnto the meanes, nor derogate from 
~ others, whom ifthe like contingence of the fame 
7 helpes, had as freely and friendly affronted, andthe — 
| like facilitie had opened as ready acceffe, I acknow- 
*) ledge in the guilry fenfe of my awne exiguitie 
(whethe? in the outward beauty of words, or in- 
+9 ward fubftance of vnderftanding) it had beene eafie 
for any manto éxceed with fo good meanes this fo 
euill meaneneffe of my performance. Since then 
(Right Honourable Lords) the fubiet it felfe,and 
a pertinent and peculiar vfetherein, doe point ynto 
your Honours the propertie of this Dedication, 
 ynto whofe tribunall the Lawes of Godand men 
~ appeale againft that foule abominable finne, let it 
+ not becenfured pride or prefumption, humbly to 
 prefent vnto your Lordfhip that confideration and 
 refolution which beyond my merit or defert, Oc- 
currents haue freely adminiftred ynto long-diftra-. 
|  &ed meditation. If there may appeare therein 
ought aduancine truth, or feruiceable ynto the 
Common-weale, vouchfafe for thofe good re- 
{pects, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and worthy your noble favours and protection , 
againit 
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ignorance, enuy, and the vulgar indignation of — 
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The Epifile Deaicatorie, 
againft the iniuries of aduerfe obdurate cuftome, 
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vert 


common receiued and deceiued opinion. Inthe | 
meane feafon, my devoted heart fhall deuourly 
ray vnto Almightie God for your Lordfhips long 


ife, the multiplication of many happy daies , ree” 
doubled honour in your feruice of God,your King 7 
and Countrey, and after this life, thatlife which 
euer laftethe 


Your Lordhhips, in the moft bumble defire, 
and tender of his denotious fernice and 
obferuance, 


Toun Corra. 
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To the Reader. 


LOPS Neenious Reader , in this fubiect of 
Witch-craft which I here prefent vate 
CD thee, thouart notignorant, what ob- 
PAG erence, contra 

rietie and contradiction hath among 


: | 
if, Authors and learned men in all ages 


| avrifen, From the off xfion of genera 


ignorance, or fuperflitious blindneffe herein , wiking to 


«withdraw the vulgar illufion ; 1 bane endeanoured De- 
wmonflratinuely to declare what portion of fome more cer- 
tainty in fuch uncertainties, God ¢ Nature hath deftined 
andalowed. It not any worth either arrogated unto my 
7 felfe, or derogated from others, but my fiudious defire and 
| vehement aff ection in this particular, together with fome 
fpeciall experience and paines upon diuers occurrents, and 
occafions extraordinarily hapning, that hath drawne me 
| forth to offer my opinion as the widdewes mite, more hap- 
by in good will, and hearty aff ection, then in true value or 
dcferued efteeme. If it may only gine occafion wnte a 
 moreexquifite penfell, it isthe heigth of wy intention and 
a complete recomspence of my endeauour, For this canfe, 
and for common eafie reading and apprehenfion , I haue 
purpofely ausided, and difcontinued the {mooth thrid of 

acontinued laboured ftile, and haue for the moft part pre- 
ferred and inferted a plaine texture, of a more vulgar and 
phrafeand word, The enuions haply may 
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To the Reader. 
that a Phy ition out of his owne fuppofed precincts, fhould 
into facred lifts, or enter vpon fo high points of Di- 
uinitie, as by an unauoidable intercurrence,doe necelfaris 
ly infert themfelues in this propofed {ubiec?, Diwinttie it 
feife doth herein anfwer them. Inthe theory of Theolo. | 
gie, it is the dutie and praife of eucry man, tobe without 
curiofitie fruitfully exercifea, 

For as touching matter of Diutnitie,as tt falleth out 
ts incident in the difcourfe of this [mall Treatife, Ionely 
propound fuch reafons and confiderations therein, as in 
common areahowableand commendable in euer y Chrifti- 
an man, and therein I doe neither wfurpingly controule 
others, nor controuling!y conclude my [elfe, but willingly 

fubmit the zraue cenfure and asctature of the lear- 
ned and renerend Diuine. If therefore (good Reader,) I 
haue here publifhed or communicated unto thee ought 
thankesaworthy, a5 it by mefreely intended unto thee 
folet it not fromme be unfriendly extended by thee. If I 
hausin ought erred, let it be thy praife and goodneffe to 
make thy ufe thereof without abufe. If thou hast ‘former- 
ly thought ami(fe, and doeft herereade that ts more right, 
be not afhamed to acknowledgethy better knowledee, If 
thon lik not toksow; thenknow , that truth fhall imdge 
thee, and inftifie her felfe without thee. 


well-willing friend. 


Corra. 
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CRAFT: 


Shewing, the true and. tight Me- 
thode of the. Difcoueric. 


CHAP. 


| OF natural knowledge , and bow it falely acquired, either 
or or r by artificial and prudent consetiation, 


there! is one onely Infinite which hath 
created all things finite: fo is there one peas 
onely finite,noft neerely like vntothat 
| Infinite, which is wifedome and know- 

ledge in men & Angels. The knowledge 
which is givento Aagels,isonlyknown 

2) toGod & Angels. The knowledge which 
is giuento man, is kriowne by man, limited, meafuredand 
confined, It is therefore by the mot wife Philofophersand 
fathers of former times,& the Sages'of later times and 
_agreed,by a generall confent & harmonyiofthe fametmthy 
that all things which are: allotted man:to know or vnder= re 
ftand,are by two waies,or inftraments folely tobe atchiued: 
or hoped. The firft of thefe is the inward vnderftanding: the Sealig de! 
fecond is the outtvard (enfe. The vnderftanding hatxknow-: bal 
ledgediuers waies. Firft itaniediat inbeedkidea dwn 
wmeoall: 


certaine generall notions commen 
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The Trial of Witch-craft. 
men, andinthem, and with them borne. This, though in- 


 relle@uall, may bee in fome fort afsimulated vnto that na-. 


tprall inftin& in bruit creatures; by which,when they come 
firht into the world, yet immediately by the direGion of 
Nature, they refufe, and flie from that which is euill and 


| harmefull, and feeke and know that which is needfull vn- 


to their life and preferuation. Secondly, the vnderftan- 
ding hath knowledge by ratiociation , by the difcourfe and 
_., vfeofreafon. By this ratiocination, we doe in many things 

b Omnis fyl- 
logifmus,’ vel 841N€ a» certainety of knowledge; in other [ome a proba- 
repulacis,& bility and likelihood onely of cercainety , yet oft-times 
re@a ratioci- in a very great neerenefie © and affinitic with certaintie. 


natio eft vel Knowledge likewife commeth by the outward fenfes, 
diale- 
Aciftor. ftanding concerning their feverall proper obie&ts, where 
lib, Aualyt, the faculeie is found, and the inftruments of fenfe, and the 
¢ Diale&icus gytward meanes of conueyance are rightly difpofed. 
ie agen NG and eare, are the moft excellent and chiefe wayes of mulci- 


fitionbus Di- plication and increafe of naturall knowledge. Befides thefe 


aledicis,vel wayes of knowledge ; namely, the inward and the outward 
fi ep at fenfe, there neuer was, nor ever can be enumeration of any 
tave demon. Other. For this cavfe the Philofophers have divided all 
ftritiuss,(yi- thingsthat are incident vnto mankinde, to know or vnder- 


logifmus,ta- ftand; either ynto (uch things as immediatly 4 in theirvery 


menverain- firft thought or mention do proue themfelues, & atthe firft 
dicia confti- 


wit,ideoa; eft CONfideration or fight are euident vnto ali men; or fuch as 


verarum opi. are dire&ly inferred and neceflarily proned by other pro- 


nionum fons, pofitions,or fuch as by prudent gheffe onely and likely con- 
Ariftor.ibid. 


d Hinc Sylio- th 
& imperfeai to their firftview,are {ubie either to thefenfe enely,or vn- 


ratio ex Ari- to the vnderftanding onely.Such thingsas are only proper 
Set. = tothe fenfe, and thereto immediatly and properly fubiect , 
things{eene,heard, touched, tafted ,fmelt;as colours, fi- 


which doe certainely and vndoubtedly informe the vnder- | 


Among thefe fiuefenfes, the fight and hearing, the eye 


ieCture giue a faire probability of truth and certainty.Such 
ings as immediatly prove themfelues,and are vadoubted, | 


gures,lincaments, founds, 
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with he true Difcouery thereof. 3 
7% - odours and the likesin which,without the vfe of the fiué fen« 
9) {es men cannot be fenfible or know any thing in this inferi« 
our world vader the heauens.Such things as arefubie@ vn. 
to the vnderftanding onely,and not vnto thefenfe, and 
mediatly prove them(felues,are generall notions and recep- 
 tions,infeparably fixed in the vnderftanding of ail men.OF 
thiskind are thefe pofitionsin Philofophie. Allthingsthat 
| are made,haue their matter,*out of which they were made, a Materiam, 
haue their {peciall formes and difference,by which they are 
iuationcrt, 
a part that they are: and laftly to chat being which they are, 
are rifen from that which they were not.Likewife,thefe po- 
firionsin Logicke: Euery propofition is true or falfe,affir- 
matiue or negatiue; and extendeth generally vnto all vnder 
the fame kinde, or to fome particulars,or to a fingular,or is 
indefinite. Likewife, in Arithmaticke thefe: One is no num. | 
ber, one cannot be diuided,or is indiuifible ; foure ismore 
then two. Likewife, in Phyfike thefe:Euery man is ficke or 
healthfull,or a neuter : Contraries are cured by contraries, 
as heat by cooling, cold by heating, moyfture by drying, 
drynefle by moyfting. Asin thefe named-Sciences,(0 in all 
other; there are the like generall notions,immediatly at the 
firft view proouing themfelues vnto the vnderftanding,and 
every man in common fenfe and reafon,immediatly confen- 
teth vnto their truth; and he that denieth it, or feeketh 
proofe therof,isefteemed iuftly madde,or voyd of reafon. 
_ There are other things alfo fubie& vnto the vnderftan- 
ding onely, which do not immediatly vpon the firft view or 
confideration(asthe former )proue themfelues,but are pro- 
ued by others more cleere andeuident thenthemfelues ; as 
this propofition. The motion of the heanens is not infinite. 
This is not manifeft vnto.euery man at firlt viewbutrequi- 
reth another more manifeft then it felfe,to make. irmanifeft 
thus:That which hath acertaine limitted courfe; circum. 
-uolution and motion,cannot be infinite;but Aftronomie for 
many thoufands of yeares hath difcouered the courfes,peri- 
ods,reuolutions,and fet perambulations of the heaucis,and 
_ therefore the motions of the heauens cannotbe infinite. Tt 
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may hereeafily be obferued,how the firftpofition being yn> 
able to proueitfelfe, another more manifeft doth giueit — 


light, and doth deduce it vnto that,which dothfo immedi- 
ately proue it felfe vnto common fenfe,and reafon,and ob- 


fernation of all ages andtimes,thit no idiot canbeignorant, 


or will.deny it. | 

Thus hath bin manifefted how fome things are immedist- 
ly vnderftood in the very firftconfideration & view: fome 
are proued by themfelues, fome not proued by themfelues, 
but made enident by others. As many things are in the for. 


mer kinds & feuerall maners manifefted,and cuidently pro. 
ued vnto reafon,fenfe,or vnderftanding : fo are there many 


things neither by themfelucs nor by other evident, neither 
to the vaderftanding and reafon, or to the outward fenfe at 


the firft apparent,but ambiguous and doubtfull. 


thefe things certainty of knowledge by manifeft proofe fai- 
ling there remaineth noother refuge, but prudent and artifi- 
cial conieQure,narrowly looking & fearching thorow pro- 


babilities,ynto the necreft poflibilitie of truth & certainty. 


_ Fom hence doe arife excellent vfes and benefits vato vn- 
derftanding, though not fo farre forth ofttimes gained, as 
is defired vnto al! priuate ends,yet fo farre forth,as maketh 
wife and vnderftanding men excell and fhine before others. 
Hence it commeth to paffe that in doubtfull cafes,counfels 


and attempts,one man is feeneand knowne to overfhine an 


other, as much.asthe glorious Sunnedoth his ecclipfed fi- 
{ter, the Moone. Hence haue iflued fo many noble and 
roike Vertues Sagacitic, exquifitneffe of indgement,Pru- 
dence, Art, in theadminiftration of high affaires. For,al- 
though in probabilities are no evident certainties, yet doe 
they fo farre forth oft-times aduantage and aduance vnto 
the’knowledge of certainety, that itis almoft equall ynto 
certainty,and doth perfwade and fettle difcreete refolution 
and difpofition in all affaires, In this confifteth the height; 


the tope, the fom of Art,and the perfeGtion of all humane 


knowledge,abone or beyond which,no man.could euer foar 
or Jewell. By this light onely the former mentioned meanes 


failing, 
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with the true Di[coutrie thereof. 
* failing, is oft timesgained much excellence of natural know. 
edge to man, beyond and without which the eye and fight 
i- of knowledge in manis fealed vp; his vnderftanding dark- 
ned,and cannot kaow many hidden thiags.And thus tohim 
that rightly doth meditate and confider, it is vndoubtedly 
 cleere and certaine, how the Creator and infinite Prince of 
#211 principles hath founded the beginning & end, the power 
and pofeof all knowledge, vpon one of the former waitsof 
inneftigation, befide which there is nonatarall knowledge 
to beexpe&ed. Pnilofophie as yet neuer found othei*waies * Quoenon 
- yntothatinfnite number ofall Artsand Sciences, fo adaii- 
rably flourithing thorow fomany ages of the world. For 
this canfe the molt excelent & prime Philofopher, Ariforle, 2 Scientia, 
reieGeth whatloeuer be found by Senfe,orproned by Arif. Anal. 
reafon,as{puiious. Likew ile Prolomie hath bounded the true 
ArtofAflronomie within P byficum,within a necefit- 
ticin Nature, and todiftinguihh it from faperftition(wher- 
with curiofitie vfually de fileth or intangleth it)doth hat it 
intraconuenitntem nature modum, that is, Within proportion 
--* and meafure anfwerable to Reafon and Nature: For this 
caufealfo, all true Philofophers haue determinéd the two 
onely infiruments of all true Arts, to bee Reafon and expe- 
rience,which Galen doth callthe two legges whereupon the 
Artof Phyfike dothconfift. And therefore inthe fecond 
chapter of his Finitsones mszasce,he {aith, Optinas eff 
dicns,qui omnia in [Medicina retta agitratione, thatis,hee 
who doth allthings in. his fubie& of Phy fike,according to 
rightroleofreafon,is the moft excellent Phyficion. 
| From hence alfo all true Artifts haue defined Art to bee, 
Habitus cum ratione fattinus , that is, a fettled habilitie, and 
promptnefie of aGion, and operation.aceording to reafon. 
| V pon this ground others have built other true rules and 
“ =«odferuations, concerning true and lawfull Arts. Therefore 
(faith Gakn ) ars noneft ex ijs quorum meutiquam eff poteftass 
chap. 5, that is, Art is not of fuch things as cannot 
be accomplithed. Which is worthy noting, to diftinguifh 
preftigious and fuppofed Arts from. true Art. ‘To this o- 
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thers likewife haue added another obferuation,that is; that 
‘Artis imployed about fuch things as are in reafon profita- 
ble and not vaine. So faith Scaliger, exercit, 3 7. Sect. 31, 


Ars non eft de rebus inutelbus. Ic is yet further obferued 
vpon the fame ground, that true Art doeth not confound 
or cloud it felfe in mifts, but reduceth vnto order, light and 
reafon, things difsipate, confufed, and out of order and 
reafon (as Cicero affirmeth) Ars res dinulfas diffoluta/que 


conglutinat, ratione quadam conftringit. Vpon the fame 


grounds diuers renowmed common weales haue expelled 


all falfe and forged Arts: as, Necromancy, Acromancy, Ge- 


omancy, with other fortiligous Diuinations. Vpon the 


fame reafons , diuers Emperors, Kings, Kingdomes and 


Lawes, have exploded, cenfured, and condemned all 


as vnder*pretext of the wholefome Arts of Aftrono- 


my, Mathematikes, and the like, hauerunne into foolith 
curiofities impoftures,and deceitfull pratifes. Jaffénian the 
Roman Law-giuer and Emperour, his lawes are extant to 
this purpofe,. Likewife Tsberins his Decrees for the expul- 
fion of counterfeit Mathematicians and (Magicians. And 
Vipian inhis booke de Maleficis, telti- 
fieththe publication of their goods, and their inhibition by 
the Emperours from communion with other Citizens fo 
much as in fire or water. And as Reafon, good Lawes, 
Kingdomes, Nations, and Common-weales haue diftin- 

uifhed ingenuous, liberal], true and profitable Artes, and 
Sciences builded reafon, trueth and vader{tanding ; 


from bafe,ignob!e, ynprofitable, needleffe, curious, and 


ronious Artes: fohath the holy Scripture both iuftified, 


fan@ified, and commended the ene, and condemned, and 


nominated with rebuke and fhame the other. The firft is 
evident, Exod. 3. verfe 1,2, 3,4,5,6. where Almightie 
God doeth teftifie concerning the knowledge and skill of 
workmanfhip in gold, filuer, and ftone, that hee gaue it by 
his Spirit vnto Bezaleel, and Aboliab, who were workmen 
according to knowledge and vnderftanding in that lawfull 
Art, profitable ynto the building of Gods honfe. The fe- 
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7 Wtheic bookes,though valued at an high rate and rich price. 


Be 


-owne, becanfe asto my felfe moft prompt; fo vnto any o- 


ithe preaching of the Apoftles truely conuerted, in token 
of their vndifflembled repentance, they abfolurely renoun- 


ced and difclained their vaine learning , and openly burnt 


CHA 


but by Senfe er Reafon, or lskely and artificial comsetture ts 
proned by the Science and Knowledge of Phyfike in fread of 
ak other Arts and Sciences. | 


.T Ow for the better imprefsion of that which hath 


no beene before faid : that is, that nothing is or can bee 
dete&ed, or is liable vntomans knowledge, which com- 
3) meth not vnto him by the helpe of Reafon, the inward or 
outward Senfe,Demonftration, Ratiocination,or iudi- 
cious and prudent Conie&ation in reafonable likelihood : 
= \et vs examine any one particular, ingenuous, liberall or 


lawful Art or Science, in ftead of many, and therein view, — 
how by the former mentioned keyes, doores and entrances 

folely, are opened the wayes vnto their contemplations, 
{tudy, and perfe& apprehenfion, And if one Art cr Science 
may bee fufficient herein, I thinke it moft fit to choofe my 


ther not voprofitable. All difeafes that happen vnto the 
body of man are either outward or inward, and therefore 
either feene by the eye, and deprehended by the outward 
Senfe, or conceived onely by Reafon and the inward Vn= — 
derftanding. Inward difeafes, and fubie& onely vnto rea- 
fon and vnderftanding doe fometimes appeare clearely and 
certainely to reafon and vnderftanding ; fometimes they 
doe not ‘appeare certaine, or by certaine notes or fignes, — 


by likely markesonely, which are the grounds of arti- 


And 


with the true Difconerie thereof, 4 
at is manifelt, e4ées19. verfe 19. where it is. in their 
a. | due commendations recorded, that thofe who before vied 

by aaeand practifed vaine and curious Arts, when they were by 
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8 \ Thetvriall of Witch-craft, 
And: as fome-difeafes are apparent to ontward fente, 
fome euident to inward reafon, fome by artificiall conies 7 
Gure onely in learned, exa& {earch and perqnifition pur. 
fued.ynto their difccuery : : fo alfo are many difeafes hidden 
from all thefe wayes of inueftigation, and therefore re. 7 
maine as remembrances of mans manifold ignorance in © | 
this life and of the fecret refernation of Gods decree and 
prohibition, Asthen in thofe difeafes which areapparent 
vato fight, it is blindneffe in a Phy ficionto make que tion ; 
in thofe which are evident to reafan,to make doubt, isrea- | 
fonleffe fatuities in thofe which may be attained by artifici. 
all conieGation, fearch or perquifition, either tobe fiacke, 
is loth, orto bec vnable, is infufficiencie : fo in thofe dif- 
cafes, w hich neither outward fenfe, nor inward reafon, ror 
Art, nor artificiall conieCture can pofsidly difcoucr ; to 
hope or feeke beyond Senfe and Reafon,. and realonable 
likelihood, isreatonlefle and (Cnfelefle ftriuing, andimpa> 
tience of thofe beunds which God hath fet to limit the 
curiofitie of man. For better proofe and illukration, ie will 
not bee impertinent to.nominate fome particuler difeafes 
in all thefe kinds, .Firft for outward difeafes,andfuchasare 
evident to outward fenfe, they are infinite. Who thatis 
the leaft pra@ifed.in Phyfi icke, doeth not affuredly know, 
when, with his:eyes hee doeth behold an: inflammation, a 
Schirrus; a Gangrene, Cancer, Callus, Fiftula, Vicer, Le- 
profic, PiotasStrnna, ‘Petechia, Variola; laundes,Gout, 
Tabefcence; Extenaation, and the like. Secondly, forine 
ward difeafesen ident toreafon; he that is leaft learned,doth 
know that all: dif@afes which may be defincd, necefla- 
rilpbe ettident roireafon ; asalfo, thatit is not difficult to. 
Genus mor- define innumerable difedtestoHins thatis ableto*conioine 
witli the thetruc immediate kinde.of the af- 
feaconiun. ‘Lhe ftomacke ccafing her proper fun@ion of con- 
Gum confti- doction, dotliit rot theteby.manie 
twitmorbi —feftly praoue:vnto reafon:fome inward ill afteQion there~ 
fpeciem., in iit afte@ion bec.ioyned a manifeft inward: 
heate the wily 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 
an Ague,drineffe,thirft and other accidents,and co nfe quen- 


ces of heate,is not as plainely detected the kinde of the affe- 
&ion to be hot e 

= Thusboth the part affe&ted,which is the ftomacke appa- 
© rently (becaufe there the former accidents are found origi- 
|) nally moouing and firft feated, ) and alfo the ill affection 
ae (which by the manifeft burning heate doth prooue her 
“"* kinde) being both conioyned, doe truely define the difeafe 
tobeean inflammation of the ftomacke. The like may bee 


2 


{aide of the inflammations of all other inward parts of Plu- 
 riGies, Phrenfies, inflammation of the Liner , Spleene, 
-—) Wombe,Reines,Guts and other parts,the certaine teftimo- 
nies of excefsiue heate giving demonftration of an inflame 


mation,and the paine (or at leaft,fome defe@ ) or defeGtion 


in che proper offices ofthe parts manifefting the parts 
7) themfelues. As concerning inward inflammations of divers 
parts,fo likewife of inward Vicers, and other maladies may 


onl | be inftanced. The difeafe of the bladder 1s oft certainly 


"® knowne, by painein the part, or by ceffation of his proper 


funticns, or defection therein , and the kinde of difeafe 
thereinby tne excretions oft-times proceeding from it. 
And thus an Vicer ts oft difcouered in the bladder,by paine, 
with purulent and fanguiuolent mi&ion. Difeafes likewife 
of the head are certainly difcouered and dete&ed vnto rea- 


fon, by defects growing;fometimes in the vnderftanding, 


fometimes in thememory, fometimes in the imagination, 
fometimes in all thoferogether,& fometimes in the general 


| motion ofthe whole body. Difeafes ofthe heart likewile, 


appeare by the euill and faulty. motionsof the pulfe , by 


foundings and defe@ions in liuelihood of the f{piritsand | 
‘Vitall faculty. Difeafes of the Wombe or Mother likewife 
doe oft demonftrate themfelues by depriued or depraued 
‘motions. It were tedious to make a particular enume- 
ration of all difeafes of this kinde, which are in the fame 
mannereuident and apparent vntoreafon. 
Now let vs briefly alfe confider fome difeafes, which are 
neither euident to Reafon, nor manifeft ro Senfe ; butare 
gained, dete&ed, and hunted out of theirdeepe and hidden 
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couerts , by the quicke and exquifite fent of probable and 4 
_artificiall conieCture ; the neceflity or vfe whereof, either 


in an ambiguous co: plication of o -brfull difeafes, or in 
the extrication of any intricate fingle «ffeGion or malady, 
there isno nan in Phyficke exerciled, who doth not dayly 
finde. Many exzmples of difeafes of this kinde wonld canfe 
the {mall body of this little worke voluminovfly ro {wells 
we will therefore onely propofeone. 
Let vs fuppofe a.ficke man, doubtfully and diuerfly with 
thefe accidents atflidted: namely , a continuall fener, a 
cough, {pitting of blood, fharcneffe of winde, head ache, 
deliration, want of fleepe, drinefle, thirft, paines in diuers 
parts, fides, ribbes, backe and belly : What difeafe or dif- 
eafeshere are, can neither be manifeft to fenfe, diftra€ted 
in this confufion, multitude and concurrence of accidenrs ; 
nor yet be euident to reafon at the firft view, becaufe it re- 
quireth fo different confideration, and denided contempla- 
tion of fo many feuerals apart. Here then it remaineth,that 
learned, ‘udicious, prudent, and difcreete artificial] conie- 


proceed exatly to diftinguith & analife,as fotioweth. 


All the forenamed paines , diftempers and accidents may 


indifferently arif2, eyther from the Lungs inflamed, or 


the Liver, orthe Midriffe, or the Pleura ; becaufe any one 
of thefe by it felfe doth vfually bring forth all, or moft pare 


of them. Heere then prudent, artificiall, and exquifite per- 


penfion doth exaGly valew and efteeme all the differene 


manners, quantities, qualities, pofitions and fituations of 


paines; likewife accidents, motions, tines, manners of ino- 
tion, caracters, orders, and al] other both fubftantiall and 
circumftantial] confiderations. 


_ And firft,as touching the feuer head-ache, thirft, idlenes 


of braine (becaufe they are common to many other 
difeafes befides thefe, and require no curious, but amore 
carelefle and common refpe&, ) prudent and circum[pe& 
coniectation doth leave their needleffe confufion of mere 
vfcfull and needfull nfion, and doth more narrowly 
{earch about thofe accidents, which are more infeparable, 
proper and peculiar wato the difeafes named, and by exa@ 
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with the true Difcowery thereof. ir 
fition in their differencies, doth notwithftanding fift 


difquifition 1 
| heir hidden and fecretly couched differencies , by 


out £ 


which, inexa& view they are found.and diftinguithed {offt- 
ciently differing. The infeparable accidents which doe pe- 
ty culiarly,or forthe moft part accompany the difeafes before 
yY @ > named, that is, the inflammation of the Lungs, the Liuer, 


Midriffe and the Pleura,are cough, fhercneffe of winde, 
3 ) {pitting of blood, paines about the ribbes,fides,belly, which 
jnall chefe named difeafes, more or lefle are prefent , either 


| primarily, or by confent of one part with another. Thefe, 
though feldome abfent from mott of the foure former dif. 


% eafes, and therefore not eafily diftinguifhed , when they 
proceede from th’one or th’other ; yet rightly weighed,and 
accurately confidered is their feuerall manners , meafures , 
_and right poficions ineuery one, when apartand fingle, 
ty they doe likewife in their confufed mixture one with ano- 
. ther, yeeld diftin@ and feuerall difference tohim, that ina 
‘ judicious and difcerning thought, doth beare their inft di- 
ftin@ions apart.For illuftration {pitting of blood is vfually 
“= a companion to all, or moft of the foure named difeafes ; 
in one inlefle quantity, in another more ; in one after 
a one manner, in another after another ;in one by vomiting, 
in another by expectoration, and in another by coughing 
: ‘in one with much expuition, in another with little ; in one 
with danger of ftrangulation and foffocation, in another 
without;in one with thicknefle, blackneffe, and fmall quan. 
tity of bioud, in another withthinnefle, brightneffe of | 


colour, and more quantity ; and inone of thele alfo with 
leffle, and in another with more difficulty and labour, 
Shortnefle of winde, or difficulty of breathing , is acom- 
mon companion to all the named difeafes; but in one with 
frequent expuition, in another without, and where, with 
expuition, in one withmore facility, in another with dif- 
ficulty, in one with one manner of diftenfion of the 
inftruments of refpiration, in another withanother, in’ 
one kinde of difficulty of refpiration more frequent ; in 


another leffe , in one more grienous, in another tolerable, 
— C2 The 
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he Triall of Witch-craft; 


~The like may be faid of coughing,and paines.Coughing | 


int one of the forenamed difeafes is with much, i another 
with little, and in another with no expuition at all; in one 


continuall, in another with in termiflion; in one with inten- 


ffon,in another with remifsion; in oneloud,in another ftill; 
and where, with expe€oration, in one of one colour and 
quantity, in another of another , and in another of none at 
all; in one eafie, gentle, free and without paine, in another, 
grievous and painfull; yeafuffocatory, and neere to ftrane 
gle Paine likewife isa common companion to all the men- 
tioned difeafes ; but diftinguifhed in the one and the other, 
by the manner, nature, and fitvation of the feuerall parts , 
which apart is every onc it pofi:fleth, and alfo by the diffee 
rent oddes, fafhions,and kindes of paine; fome being fharp, 
fome dull, fome quicke, fome flowe, fome with diftenfion, 


fome with punétion, fome with heauineffe and fenfible 


weight, fome more gricuous to the Patient lying, fome to 


him fitting or ftanding, fome.more calme in one pofition of 


the body, and fome in another. | 
And thus prudent an skilfull:conte@ure, by due and dili- 
gent perpenfion, comparing together oddes, and exa@ly 
referring voto true difcerning the feuerall properties and 
differences of accidents, their manner proportions, and o- 
ther due circumf{tances, doth in the end reduce euery acci- 
dent to his right difeafe, and cuery difeafe to his right caufe; 


whereby the prudent, and iuticious Phy ficion doth cleerly 


vnderftand dire@ly and timely to apply proper and perti- 
nent remedies, And thus in doubtfull cafes , which are nei- 
ther eutdent to Reafon,nor manifeft to Senfe in the Art and 
exercife of Phyfike, it is manifeft how folert and accurate 
conieation, through the clouds and mifts of ambiguities , 
doth in the end fo cleerely fend forth and giue fo faire a 
light, that doubt it felfe doth become out of doubt, and is 


little inferiour vnto certaine and plaine demonftration. As’ 


a fhore fumme of all that hath been faid, whatfoeuer hath 
beene declared of difeafes, the fame may bee propounded 
eancerning their iffucs very bricfely. 
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a with the true Difcouerie thereof. 13 
‘The iffues of alldifeafes are either informed from Senfe , 


or evident by reafon, or fcrutable by artificiall coniecture. 

a Examples of the firft kinde are manifeit, when with our 

em eyes We behold the motion and Senfe externall and other 

d outward fun@ions of thebody , either abolithed, or inan 

ne high degree depriued of their power and-naturall vic. 

This certaine teftimony of our fight dothcertainely in- 
> 


_) forme the ynderftanding,concerning the dangerous iffue. 
“Examples of the fecond kinde are manifeft likewile , 


2s or the difeafe it felfe rooted in the fubftance of any of the 


| © principall parts, or accidents in malignitie, vehemence, and 

irrefiftable. In chéfe cafes adoubtfull and hard iflucis 

2 evident to Reafon by iuft confequent. 

Examples of the latter kind are alfoapparent , whenin— 

© | difeafes, good and euiil fignes are fo doubtfully mixed, that 

fome promife Life, others as much threaten Death : fome 

in numberdifcourage , other in worth as much as in- 
* courage. We doe oftfee and know ia themiddeft of this 

. mift and darknes, where there appeareth not toa common 


| fenfe fo much as the leaft thew of any indication of certaine 
 iffue ; yet through the exquifitenefle of prudent & artifict. 
allperpenfion, and due diftirGionin the foremen- 
% tioned feeming infcrutable oddes ; the learned Phyficion 
even in the firft {carce fenfible budding of indication,and in 
the firft moft imperfe& and fcarce-being thereof doth oft 
© difcouer that true event, which vfually and for the moft 
partis feene andobferuedtocometo paffe, 
Ifany man not rightly apprehending reafon, make a 
doubt or queftion of any fach poflible exquifitnes, let him 
GE confider and behold it by an eafie example. In an in- 
equalitic of oneand thefame Vermiculant pulfe, where the 
beginning of the fame diftenfion is quicker, the next conti- 


nuation or middle part isl ower, and the beginning of the 


end thereof, ending almoft before it begin : it muft needes 


be very difficult, nay, almoft impoffiblevuto the firft view 
of Senfeor Reafon, or toa common iudgement or learnings. 
"Cs. 


we finde either the caules of difeafesvnremoueably fixed, — 


, 
4 


14. TheTriall of Witch-craft, 
to divide really, and diftinguifh thisone fhort {mall motion 
into two or three diftin@ times and partsof motion, 
the fpace fo very fhort, the faculty ofmouingfolowand 
weake, and the mouing it felfealmoft altogether inanin. 
fenfibleexiguitie, and an iadiuifibledegreeoflownefle. 
Wee fee oft-times acommon vulgar cannotinhisreafon 
conceiue it,much lefle by his fenfe at allperceiueit.Neither 
is it found eafie to cuery man,though learned therein,yea, 
or educate thereto, cither perfeGly to apprehend the gene- 
rall Idea of fuch a motion, or atallinthe firftproofesand 
tryals of his fenfe or hand todeprehend any particular.Not- 
withftanding, the Phyficion that exquifitely difcerneth and 
iudgeth, doth both in reafon fee, that euery fingle{malleft 
motion, hath his divers diftin& diuifion of parts,&alfoby 
his difcerning,wary ,iudicious and exercifed touch, doth a- 
partly dere& and difcouer its And thus hath been proned by 
fcueral inftances taken in the art of Phy ficke,in fteade of al 
other Arts and Sciences,for auoiding tedioufnefle and con- 
fufion, that all knowledge, all Art, all Science whatfoeuer 
giuen vntoman, hath nootherentrance,meanes,or wayes 
thereto,but'thorow Senfe or Reafon, or prudentand artifi- 
ciall conieGture,fagacitie and exquifitencffe of indging and 
difcerning thereby. 
 Andthat it may the better appeare, that beyond thefe 4 
waies andlights,the Phyficion cannot finde any knowledge 
or difconery of Difeafes: let vs view fome particularexam- 
ples offome Difcafes for this canfe vndifcouerable.and not 
to be deteGted: and therewith confider the inpofsibilitie of 
cifcouery to confift folely herein snamely,forthat they are 
remoued from apy capacitie of Senfe orReafon, andfrom 
the reach ofall artificiall fearch,(crutiny & accurate infight 
deriued fromboth, which is the highett ftraine ofhumane 
Voderftanding.In the gene:all. it cannot be deniec ( except 
of fuch whofe vnderftandisys are extremely blindc ) that it 
is impoflidle, that thofe difealcs fhould or can bee at all fo 
much therefore much leffe knowne)whick 
necact 
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nN, meratien of fome particular difeafes of this kinde. 
nd Are not divers fecret and hidden Apoftemations, and 
Fother inward colleions of vicious matter in the body, 
dayly Seminaries of vnexpeGed and wondred thapes of 
corruption and putrifa@tion,which lying long fidden in the 
|) body, and by aninfenfible growth taking deepe roote, in 
the-end fodainely breake forth: beyondall pofsible expe- 
&ation,or thought of the moft excellent,exquifite and fub- 
© tillcircumfpeCtion and difquifition ? For a briefe confir- 
mationhereof, Holcrins doth mention a man, the canfe of 
nd =, whole difeafe while he lined , being vnknowne to Phy- 
ft ae ficions, and Art, after his deceafe his guts were found gan- 
grened and perifhed, and therein things viewed like vnto 
a- Water-{nakes, and his Liver full of {chirrofe knots. 
There happened vnto my felfe this yeare laft paft,a Pati- 
| ent,avery worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed 
| with the Strangury, Difurie, and Mchurie rogether with 
_ piffing of blood in great abundance, and the ftone, by the 
vfeand accommodation of remedies, found much eafe,miti- 
- | + gation of paines, and qualification of the extremitie of all 
1% the former accidents. Notwithftanding , for that there 
| were certaine indications of an VIcer in the body or capa- 
citie of the Bladder, his recouerie was not expeGed, but af 
7 ter his deceafe, inthe diffeGtion of his body, his Bladder 
was found rotten, brokenand black, without any manifeft 
 mattertherein ascaufethereof, or fo much as one ftone , 
although hee had formerly and immediately before auoid- 
ed many ftones at {euerall times. This I produce, -being 
frefh inmemory , asan inftance of impoflibilitie of know- 
ledge vntoa Phyficion.in many and frequent cafes. For 
how could the fra@ure or colour of his Bladder, while the 
| Patient was liuing, by any exqnifiteneffe of Artor vnder- 
 ftanding, be knownie in any poffibilitie, meanes, or power 
of man, although all the other accidents.aboue mentioned, 
were vndoubredly , ‘by certaine indications and fignes dif- 
couered? I might here deliver many other like 
out 


with the true-Dif[conerte thereof. 15 
WE needeth hereofno other, nor better proofe, then the enu- 
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16 The T of Witc h-craft, 
out ofmineowne knowledge ; I will onely call toremem- 
branceonemore. 

I was of late yeares Phy ficion vnto aright Noble Lady g 
the caufe of whofe apparent dangerous eftate, diuers lear- 


ned and famous. Phyficions conioysed with my felfe, could 


neuer: difcouér. In the difle&tion of her body after her de- 
ceale, ‘her heart was found inclofed with a fhining rotten 


the: very fubftance of the heart of the fame co- 
our. 


tome of her ftomack,by fits depriued her of all eafeby day, 
and of reft by night, and could neuer be either knowne in 
the caule,or remooued in the accident by any meane or 
remedy : but after death, inthe difle@ion of her body be- 
fore mentioned , ablack round gelly as bigge asa Tenice 


ball, did manifeft it elfe in that place, where, in her life the 


intolerable paine was feated and fixed. 
Of this euill difcoloration of her heart,ofthe matter and 
euill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro- 
ned; as alfo of that collected gelly in her ftomacke, what 
poflible knowledge (thinke you) or exquifite vnderftan- 
ding, or art of man could ever in her life time giue any no- 
tice Or information? Like vnto thisis that which Holle. 
viusinthe 21. of his rare obferuatiens doth mention. Ina 
ficke man perplexed in a ftrange mannerfrom an vnknowne 
caufe in his life, after his death his liuer and epiploon did 
appeare corrupted and putrified ,his ftomacke toward the 
bottome bruifed and full of blacke iuice or humour. Chri- 


feophorus Schillincus, opening the body of a childe after. 


death, reporteth, that hee (aw in the {mall veines, running 


thorow the fubftance ofthe liver , many {mall {crauling 
wormes then Benineninsdoth make mentionof a_ 


woman tormented gricuoufly by a needle in her ftomack, 
which was impoffible by any art or exquifitneffe of vnder- 
{tanding to bee conceived or'fufpected, if nature it felfe. 
working it out thorow ‘the-body and fubftance of the fto- 


macke, vato the, outward view and Senfe, had not fo difco- 


In the fame Lady, an intolerable paine about the bot- 
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with she true Difcouery thereof. 
"OH ueredit. I will not here mention the generation of wormes, 
7% tones, and the like in the guts, gall, heart, longs and other 
parts,of which no Art, or excellence of knowledge can pof- 
9 fibly take notice, vntill they haue prooued themfelues vnto 
OF the fight. Many difeafes of thefe kindes being fearefull and 
“9 terrible accidents, and afflictions vnto thebody, yet for the 
==) molt. part are neuer detected ; becaufe they have not one- 
1 ly no proper true certaine likely , but no pofsible meanes 
| or way of indication or notice at all, in any reafon or vn- 
es derftanding of humane Art or Science ; without which the 
“* moft exquifiteand Sctentificall Clarkes are altogether dif- 


‘ 4 


a) abled, and muft neceflarily beeignorant. Thus hathbeene » 
| 998 atlarge manifefted, that nothing can bee vnto the Phyfici- 

an in his Ait and Science knowne, whicheither by outward 

-@ Senfe or inward is mot apparent, or by likely and artificial 

conieG&ture from both, is not dete&ed or difcerned, The 

7 like might bee vrged concerning the trials of Lawe and 

Iultice, and inquifitions of offences and errors againft the 

9 Law,which are the difeafes of a Common-weale,as the for= 

mer ofthe body of man. Many offences againft the Lawe 

|) are apparent vnto the outward Senfe , as fight or hearing : 

he and therefore being witnefled by hearers orbeholders, are 

9 without doubt or difficultie immediately difpatched, fen- 
"9 tenfed, and adiudged. Many alfo are euident toreafon, 
which therefore are held and reputed inuincibly andinfal- 
~~ = Many offences alfo there'are, neither manifeft to Senfe, 
noreuidenttoreafon, againft which onely likelihood and 
~ prefumptions doe arife in iudgement ; whereby notwith- 
itanding, through narrow fearchand fifting, {tri exami- 
Se ation, circum{pe& & curious view of euery circumftance, 
together with euery material! moment and oddes thorow- 
ly, and vnto the depth and bottome by fubtill difquifition 
fadomed, the learned, prudent, and difcerning Iudgedoeth 
oft dete& and bring vnto light many hidden, inteftine, and 
fecret mifchiefes,which vnfenfibly and vnobferuedly would 
otherwife oppreffe and Common-weale. When 
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33 XheTriall of Witch-craft, 
by none of thefe wayes of extrication the trueth can pofli- 
bly be gained, the wile and vpright Iudge vnto neceflitiein 
want of due warrant vnto iuft proceeding, doeth with pati- 
enceand fobrietie fubmit. For this caufe (as may be feene 
vpon records many cafes iultly neceflarsly and ynauolda- 
bly ftand perpetually infcrutable,wndecided and never de=_ 
termined, ascertaine proofes & evidences of the limitati- 
on and annihilation of mans knowledge inmanythingsof =~ 
this life : Almightie God oft-timesdecreeingtohidefome =| 
trueth from the fight of man, and detaining itinhisowne | 
fecret will and pleafure. j : 


~ 


CHAP. EEL 
Whether Witch:craft bene any other wayes or meanes of inue- 
frigation, them thefe before mentioned, and what wuthetrne 


T hath beene at large before dectared,how God and Na- 
ture haue limited and confined all knowledge of man, 
. within certaine wayes and bounds, out of which, and be- 
yond whichit cannot pafle ; asalfofor that caufe, that no. 
guftifiable Art or true Science whatfoeuer, doeth or can ex- 
ceed thofe reftraints. There haue-bin alfo diuers examples 
produced of the neceflitie of mans ignorance, in the im- 
poffibilitie of much knowledge , and difcouery of things 
hidden and inhibited by the iuft and wnfcarchable decrees 
Godand Nature. It remaineth now roenquire concer- 
ning Our particular fabie& of Witch-craft, whetherinthe = 
common way of all other deteGtions of trueths, it ought 
likewife confifts; or whether by it elfe ic haue other priui- 
ledges beyond all other trials. Ifreafon be the fole eye and 
light of naturall vnderftanding which God hath given vn-_ 
to. reafonable man (as is before prooued. ) If without it 
canbe no naturall knowledge,no Art, no Science, no difco- 
uery. If Law among all people and nations be fo iuft in all 
things, asto doc or allow nothiog againft truce reafon( 
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_ with the true Difconerie thereof, 16 
which confifteth right.) If God himfelfe , and al! flouri- 
7 thing Common-weales haue tyed men and Lawes, and the 
1 decifion by them of all doubts,queftions and controuerfies, 
cither vnto right proofe, euidence and allegation, accor-— 
7 ding-vnto reafon, or at leaft, faire likelihood, prefumpti- 
on, and probabilitie; and beyond thefe there neuer was, 
7 is, or can bee any iuft iudgement or triall: How is it poflt- 
3 ble chat man can attaine any knowledge of Witch-craft, if 
nor by thofe meanes, by which onely his nature is capable 
“ of whatfoeuer is allotted to bee knowne thereto ? If this 
| becinfallibly crue , man muft either by the formér com- 
mon wayes of knowledge and dete&ion , know likewife 
and dete& Witch-craft, or elfe bee altogether ignorant 
thereof ; whereof the contrary by dayly experience is ma- 
nifeft. It may bee and is obiected, that it is a hard and dif- 
ficult matter to deteé&t. Witch-craft, by the former and or- 
~* dinary courfes, as is oft feene and found apparent. So is it 
= likewife equally difficult, and as hard by the famepmeanes 
| ofttimes, for many a iult man to prooue and cleere his op- 
 pofed innocency , and for many an iniurioufly wronged 
wretch to prooue his right, todefend his goods, yea, life it — 
felfe from violence ; notwith{tanding, this is no allowance 
yncoanother way, no reafon or iuftification of any ynwar- 
ranted way, or way out of the way of Reafon, Iultice, and 
== = Law, bechis burden neuer fo importable, or his iniury exe 
For, if God had allowed vnto men alwayes {mcoth,affue 
~=red, certaine-and infallible wayes vito the fatisfaGtion of 
wants, and the accomplifhment of their intentions 
and defires without failing; what would become of Reli- 
gion, Vertue, and Wifedome? Then fhould every man be 
alike wife, and men would bee fo confident in their owne 
{trength and power, and fo proud, that they would forget 
‘God and neuer thinke of the Almighty. If the meanes 
and wayes votoall know ledge, and the information of our 
defires and affeQions, did meete with no impediment, no 
‘Oppofition, no contradi@ion, no-cafualey to intercept, 
Wi D 2. a 


‘ 
2 
> 
: 
~ 
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all things fhould profperoufly fucceed vnto ovr meanes and 


endeuours, there would-neuer bee any vfe of Patience, 
Temperance, or dependance vpon the diuine prouidence; 
and confequently, little acknowledgement, and Iefle wor- 
fhip and adoration of our Creator, who according to his 
wifedome, good will and pleafure,doth otherwife gouerne, 


euide, order and difpofe all things. For if vnto our fup- 


pofed needfull ends, vfesand neceflary defires were cer- 


taine and vncontrouled wayes,nothing impofsible,nothing | 
denyed ; then were our luft a Lawe, andmanin no power | 


but in his owne, in no awe, in no Law, in norule. 
Therefore Almightie God in his great and vn{peakeable 
Wiledome hath fubieGed vaine man, and made his pride 
fubic& to infinite creatures, limits, reftraints, coertions, 
thereby to teach him true wifedome, pietie, truf{t, depen- 


dance, worthip, and adoration of his all-reftraining and al- 


limiting vnlimited power. Man therefore muft thereby 
learne to be contented fo to know, astherewith to léarne 


know hinfelte ; that is,with his large portion,his lot, his 


manifold indowments, his excellencie ot Senfe,Reafon,Vn- 
der{tanding, Prudence, Art,not to forget or {purne at their 


interdiGions , prohibitions , and inioyned lifts, beyond 


which todefire to know,is curiofitie,is folly : Sapsentia,ve- 
ra nolle fapere,faith the Poet. It is true Wifecome,not 


to bee too wife: that is, notto know, nor defire to know 


more then is allowed or needful] : needfull, not in our de- 
fires, bat Gods Decree. 
Here then let me intreat reafonable men, not too much 


(as is vfuall) to fwell with indignation,or to be puffed with | 


impatience, where God doth not apertly reueale & plaine- 
ly ( asthey defire and thinke needfull ) the fubtill engines, 
and myfticall craft of the Diuell inthe Machinations of 
Witches and Sorcerers ; but foberly,modeftly,and difcreet- 
ly, fo farre forth be contented to purfue the tryall and iuft 
way of their difcouery as with fenfe,with reafon, with Reli- 


yond thefe lifts, is rcafonleffe, fenfelefle;and impious. 
For 


4 
4 


gion is iult and righteous, knowing that whatfoener is-be- 
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with the true Difcouerie thertof. 21 
"9@ = For fince Godand Nature (as is before faid ) hath limi- 
"ted the (crutinic of all true Arts, and Sciences, all naturall 
4 knowledge for difcouerie of controuerfies and refoluticns 
vorothe lights of Reafon and Senfe,& artificiall conieGure, 
prudence, Art,Sagacitie, and fubtiltie of vnderftanding de- 
rived from thence;vnto what other barre or feare of Iuftice 
© can Witch-craft appeale or be brought ? | | 
7 It may be obiedted, the Art of Witch. craft,being fuper- 
natorall, and the practice thereof fuftained by an extraor- 
# dinary power; that therefore the meanes and wayes of 
© difconerie muft bee likewife more then ordinary and fu- 


pernaturall. 
Hereto is truely anfwered , that fince the nature and 


power of Spirits is vnknowne vnto man (as all things fu- 
pernaturall ) and can bee, and is no otherwife knowne, but 
by examining the workes ifluing from thence, and compa- 
ring them aright with that which is natural! ( becanfe man 
in his Reafon and wnderftanding cannot difcerne that which 
is truely tranfeending his Nature,otherwife,then obferuing 
how farre it exceedeth that which ts aceording to Nature:) 
therefore (I fay ) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, 
though fuftained and produced by a fupernaturall power, 
yet can haue no other way for their deteGion by man, but 
that which is ordinary vntoman, and naturalland poflible 
vnto man ; for that which ts aboue or beyond his power, or — 
7 Nature, isnot hisowne. From hence muft neceflarily be 
«concluded , thatthere is no other ordinary way vntoman 
“9 (who knoweth or can know nething but that is naturall ) 
7 vnto the difcouerie of that is fupernaturall, but that way 
is likewife naturall. Although therefore the fub- 
set of Witch-craft require a greater meafure of know- 
ledge to difcerne that which is therein really , and truely 
fupernaturall, from that which in nature oft-times hath a 
very great likenefle, and a deceiueable fimilitude there- 
with: yet 1s the way vnto that knowledge, the common 
high way which condu@eth vnto all other. knowledge. 
whatfoeucr. And that this alfo is the fame.way &direGion, 
Bz. which 
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2 The Triall of Witch-craft, 
which the holy Scripture it (elfe doeth intend, for the 


couery of witches, aod their fentenfing is manifelt. Nm. 
39.30. Dent. 17:6. and 19.15. Afatth.18.16. lobn 8.17. 
2. Coristh.1 3.1. Hebr. 10.28. Inthefe named places it is 
required, thatnoman bee iudged in matter of weight, or 
death, but by the teftimony of twowitneffes, at the leaft. 
Witch-craft therefore being a matter, both of weight, and 
death, cannot according vnto Gods word, bee iudged but 
by teltinony of witnefles: whatfoener is witnefled , muft 
neceflarily bee fubie& to fenfe , fince no man can witnefle 
ought, whereof there is not fenfe. From hence then it is 
ineuitably concluded, that the workes of Watches, are no 
other way to bee difcerned, or iudged, but by the common 
way of difcouery, by deedes,and workes apparent to fenfe, 
and the teftimony thereof. Let men then bee perfwa. 
ded and contented (fince God hath alotted, and allowed 


_ynto the nature and power of man no other way) in this 


onely warranted true way to feeke the difcouery, to finde 
the footing, path, and fteppings of Witch-craft, as 
of all other things, which by the Decree of God are reuca- 
led vnto man, and fubie& vnto the knowledge of man. 


It may bee. heredemanded , whether Almighty God doth | 


not extraordinarily, and miraculoufly at ome time dilco- 
uer this fo abominable finne of Witch-craft, alwell as by 


ordinary meanes leaue it vnto difcouerie ? This doubt 


fhall more fitly in more due place be hereafter at large dif- 
courfed. It hath now beene here manifefted,that there is or 
can bee no other ordinary tryail of Witch-craft, then that 
which is:comnion voto all other deteGions.of tructh: and 


alfothat all dereGtions vnto the difcouerieof man 


( as hath beene before cleared ) are. drawne and derived 


either from Senfe or Reafon or likely probability railed 


from both, 


Before I doe’ proceed: farther, for his more facill ynder- 


ftanding, I doe admonith the Reader, that hee dittinguith, 
what ismeant by the fupernaturall workes ; namely, what- 
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DifComerie thereof. 23 
fublunaric bodies, which is aboue the nature, and power 
pot chole bodies, or fublunarie fubftances. They are not fu- 
Wee pernaturall, in regard of thofe {pirituall fabftances, which 
Wgeeare the proper agents, and vnto whonfuch workes, are 
no more then natural! ; but in regard of thofe bodily fub-— 
pe {tances, vpon which, in which, or by which, thofe {pirituall 
fubltances doe worke, as meerely their patients, and be- 
ing in themfelues, or owne nature deprived of any fuch 
potlsibilitie. 


Of the workes of Witehes and Dinels. 


_Efore wee proceed farther to treate concerning 
rj B= of Witch.crafr, according tothe former waies of 
difcovery and inueftigation: it will be needfulltodi- 
itinguifh whoisthe true Author, canfe, and immediate 
7 workman of the fupernaturall workes which by Sorcery 
and Witchcraft are compaffed or brought to paffe. 
All\created fubftances indowed with powers and vertue 
from God their Creator, are either bodily , or corporall 
fwdftances, or {piritvall , or mixtand betweeneboth, _ 
Bodily and corporall {ub{tances are the heauens, the ce. 
ee ieftiall bodies of the Starres, of the Sunne, of the Moone; 
thebodies of theelements ; andall elementarie fubftances 
Spiritual! fubftances are either Angels , or Diuels, or. 
fonles of men after death, feparated from their bodies. 
Mixed fubftances, partly Spirituall, partly bodily, are 
mankinde compounded of a naturall body, and vnder- 
ftanding foule. | 
_ Hence it commeth to paffe, that man by his vnderftan- 
ding Spirit,doth together with Angels, Spirits, and Diuels, 
participate and vnderftand: many things’; as the Scripture 
revealed the Hiftory and Creation of the whole world 
many truths of God:;the grounds of Reafon ; the — 
| pits 
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The Tr tall of W; h-er aft 
ih ples of Nature ; many generall rules and obfervations, and 
infinite particular obie&ts of many thiegs paft, prefent,and 
to come. But for that this vnderftanding Soule is de preffed, 
and imprifoned in this life by the body, by the paflions, dif. 
eafes, and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot ex. 
tend or inlarge it felfe further vnto any portionofknow. |@ 
ledge, then thorow the narrow windowes, clofures, parts @ 
and organs of the body: therefore muft neceffarily the 
knowledge of man be much inferiour vnto that meafure WH 
of knowledge, which Spirits, being of amore fubtill ef 
fence, and free from the burden and incumbrance of an | 
earthly tabernacle or prifon, doeinamorelargeextentin- | 
10y. 
} "Ab is {aid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, be- 7 
yond the power and nature ofman : fo may be faid from 
the fame reafon of the difference of the workesof fpirits , 
_ fatre inlarging and extending their vertue and power, be- 
yondthe powerandforceofmen. : 
The, workes of men, are confined within the power 
and nature of thefe fublunarie bodies, vnto which they are 


annexed, and tyed; | 
_ The workes of Spirits are limitedtonocorporallfub- @ 
{tance or body, butfpacioufly compaffe the whole and vni- 


nerfall body of the fublunary orinferiour world (as the 
Diuell doth witnefle of himfelfe, Job-1, verfe 7.) and are 
not tied vnto any particular place,but rulegenerally therin, 
and in all places by the permiflion of God, asis evident, 
Eph.'2. ver.2. where the Diuell 1s called the Prince 
tulethin the ayre , even the Spirit that now worketh inthe 
children of difobedience: and likewife , Ephef. 6. 
verfe.12. where. he is called the Prince of darknefle of this 
-world. 
Fromthefe vndoubted grounds, it is neceffarily inferred, 
that both all knowledge exceeding the knowledge ofman, 
rouft needs iffue from the knowledge of Spirits , and alfo 
that all workes exceeding and tranfcendent, abouvéethe | 
power and nature of corporall fubftances, muft neceflarily. 
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— with the true Difcowerie thereof. 25 
Me bethe force of Spirits. Icemay now be demaunded, how the 
[ae workes of good Spirits thall be knowne and diftinguifhed 
7s from the workes of euill Spirits and diuels, fince both their - 
2workes proceede from the fame nature, fubftance, and 
fpirituall effence common vnto them both. This fhall 
=e appeare by che confideration of the orders and forts of. 
ee good Spirits, expreffed in holy Scripture, and their pro- 
perties, befides which, all other are neceflarily evill, and 
Mm therefore diuels; like vnto whom likewife, by inft con- 
fequent muftbe their workes, the one reciprocally * dif- * Angeli boni 
couering the dther. All good Spirits are either Angels and poffune 
Meffengers of God, {pecially fent with his holy embaflage, 
to fpeciall holy men, for fpeciall holy ends; as was the 
_ Seraphin fent vnto //aish the 6.Chapter,verfe 6, and as were celi mali, 
| the Angels vnto the Shepheards, when our Sauiour was malitiam ob- 
borne, or as were the Angels which were fent vnto the 
=©Patriarches of olde, or els tutelar Angels, ordinarily com-) Mavift, 
manded to guide, proteQ, and defend the Ele& and chofen Sent.dift., 
children of God, as is manifeft both by the teftimony of lib.a. 
_ our Sauiour, AZarh. 18. verfe.10. See that youdefpife not 
(faith our bleffed Sauiour)"one of thefelittle ones: ForI 
_ ae fay vnto you, that in heaven their Angels alway behold the 
(face ofmy Father, which is in heauen. And by that Text al- 
fo, 1. verf. 14, Are they not all miniftring Spirits 
((aith the Apoftle, {peaking of Angels) fent forth tomini- 
{ter for their fakes, who fhall be heires of faluation? Befide — 
thefe orders of good and holy Spirits,neither hath the holy 
Scripture, neither hath the light of reafon, or nature, or ob- 
{eruation,knowne or difcouered any other. a. 
_ All the workes likewife andemployments of thefe good 
Spirits,are all and euer obferued to be like themfelues,holy, 
freely feruing and miniftring vntothe expreffe will , 
=knowne and vndoubted pleafure of Almighty God, 
certainly confirmed, P/al,103. verfe20. Praife yethe Lord 
(faith the Pfalmift) ye his Angels that excell in power, that 
doe his commandements in obey ing the voyce of his word. 
E 
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26 Trial of Witch.craft, 


All workes therefore or effe@s iffuing from Spirits, thae 7% 
cannot bee proved and manifefted tobe firft commanded 
. * Boni Ange- by * God ; fecondly, tending folely to the execution of his 
pe sone oa will; and thirdly, are not contained in one of the foure firft 
| fi fummi Dei Mentioned offices and adminiftrations of Spirits, they are 
juila capeffune all certainely and afluredly to be fufpe&ed as workes of 
Fernel,de dinels and euill {pirits, whom God doth permit (as faith S. 
aa <n, Augufline in his 3. Booke de Trinitate) tobring to paffe 
13 ‘uch workes of theirs,partly to deceiuethofe wicked,which 
God in inudgement hath given ouer to be deceiued of 
diuels; partly, to quicken and ftirre vp the godly and holy 
‘man,and to trie and prove him thereby,as hee did his faith- 

full feruant Job. 
_ Now foramore diftin& cleerenefle and light vnto the 
proofe of thefe fulpected workes ofdiuels,itis very pro- 
ficable, neceflary and pertinent, that we confider their 
kinds,whichare two. The firft kinde is of fuch fupernaturall 
workes as are done by thediuell folely and fimply to his 
owne ends orvfe, without any reference or refpe& to any 
contra@ or couenant withman. The fecond kinde is of fuch 
tranfcendent workes,asare done witha refpe& or reference 
* Inter male- votofome contraG or covenant with man. Inthe firft,the 
ficium & mer- diuell is folely * an Agent for himfelfe, without the con- 
men re fent or knowledge of man. In the fecond, the fupernaturall 
crupBinfed, 204 tranfcendent workes are truly, effentially, and immedi- 
us Explicatin ately fromthe diucls; alfo (becavfe out of the reach or 
pralud.s. power of any command of man fimply) yet therein man 
_ Ve fiat male- hath a property and intereft by couenant and contra&, and — 
deriuation thereof from the divell, whichistruely and 
runtznempe f0lelySorcerie , and Witch-craft : for fince fupernaturall 
Deus permit- workes areonely proper toa Spirit, and aboue the nature 
tens, Diaboli and power ofman, they cannottruely and properly bee 
Bes ted oo efteemed his; and therefore it is not the fupernaturall work 
civoluntas {j- it felfe, but mans contra& and combination therein with 
bere confeati- the diuell , his confent* and allowance thereof, that doth 
ens Binsfel- make it his, and him a Witch, a Sorcerer, which isa» con- 
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with she true difcouerie thereof. = 


RSD tra&ter with the diuell. Now let vs proczed to confider how 6 Tacit¢ in. 
led thefe fupernaturall workes in the tormer (cucrall kinds are pa 
1 9 ot may be deteGed, fome by Reafon, fome by Senfe; where- quis conten- 
r{t in I intreat he Reader to vnderftand fupernaturall workes ditillud facere 
re D4 or acts not as abfolutely or fimply aboue nature in general per caufas na- 
Of (ince nothing created can fo be) refpectively aboue na- 
Se ture or in of this or that particular nature. 
{fo - | ‘neque ex di- 
cf Ci Ve ‘ulna aut 
4 The workes of the Dinell by bimfelfe, folely wrought without sean 
the affocéation of man. Binséeldius. 

es ¥ T is not deftitute ofeafie proofe, that there are many 

ic a | fupernaturall workes of the divell manifeft to fenfe, 
= = wherein man doth not participate in knowledge,contra& 
Ir or confent with him. Did not the Diuell inthe body ofa 
i Serpent miraculoufly * reafon, difpurte, fpeake and conferre « Infirumen. 
S with Gen.3 ? Was not his {peach and voice vndoubted- tumdiaboli 
y ly, manifeftly, perceptibly, and truly heard, and founding in 
1 hereares ? There then was no yet borne that could 7) 
combine with the divell in this fupernaturall worke, or that 3:4 we: 
2. could then be found a Witch, Likewife, was not the Diuels fpeake. It was 
- carriage of the body of our Saviour, and fetting ir ypon a a tue Serpenc 
pinacle of the Temple,manifeft to the eye? Was not the fire 20 cr ide 
. which the diuell * brought done from heauen in fomiracn- = ‘aes 
; lous manner, and in foextraordinary power todeucure 0 Serpent as_ 
inany thoufands of Jobs (heepe,truly vifidle ? The Meflenger the Angel in 
efcaping tobring the tydings doth witnefle it. Was not the the Affe. 
| power of the diuell feene at fuch time , as in the Gofpell D' Willet. 
— he carried whole herds of {wine headlong into the Sea? Was F — 
not the Diuell feene to rend and tearethe bodies ofmenby 


him poffeffed, in an extraordinary and f:pernaturall maonet 
and fort , Adarke the firft, Luke 4. Afath. 17. Marke thie 
a. ninth ? Was not the very voice of a Sprit heard and diftin= 
- | guifhed , when the diuell in fo fearefull and merueilous 
manner cryed outinthe poffcfled, Afath. 8. Afark.5. Luke 
ie = 8 2 Did not the people behold the miraculous force of the 
| divelf 
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28 Fhe T ryall of Witch-craft, 
diuell cafting the poffeffed into the middeft of them, Luk.4. 
33-34,35° Did not the people heare & behold a-foule Spiric 
crying aloud, 8 in an admirable power & manner comming — 
out of the poffefled, AZarke 1. 24,25, 26526? All thefe were 
workes fupernaturall of the diuell, and manifeft.to outward: 
fenfe ; yet no mention, no fufpicion, no reafon of mention, 
or fufpicion of a Witch or Sorcerer :.wherein therefore the 
diuell alone was fole Agent. But itmay be obie&ed, that 
thefe examples out of ‘the holy Scriptures are recorded as. 
things {pecially feene,or noted in fome fpeciall ages. & times, 
which after-times & other ages doe not, or cannot affoord, 
The contrary is manifeft by the faithfull hiftories and true — 
reports of Ethnicke writers, who living in diftant ages,do 
not differ in the true confent and harmony of the fame re- 
port, concerning the fame things, as they hauefucceeded in 
their feuerallages. It is not incredible, but certaine vnto any 
common Reader , what divers authors.of approoued faith 
| and credit, infeuerall ages haue written: how thedinell noe 
*Oraculace Only out ofthe bodies and feuerall parts,* a part of the bo- 
ditafantpec dies of men haue vttered words, and{poken withthe voice 
pudendapu- of men, euen asin the Gofpell he did out of the poflefieds 
ellz. Morn- bnr out of trees, caues of earth,images and flatues. The 
a3. _fitft is euident by the general report from one fucceeding 
Ex Diodoro, age Ynto another,concerning the Pythons Pythonics 
Gentriloqus, and the like. The fecend was neuer hid many 
hundreth of yeares, for many ages long before the birth of 
our bleffed Sauiour, as is apparent by the famous Oracle of 
Delphos, the Oake of Dodona, the Statue of ALemnon. Petrus 
Gregorins Tholofanus, in his Syntagma Juris reciteth this 
hiftory concerning certaine ftatues at Alexandria, that they 
did fall vnto the ground fudainly, and with an audible voice 
declared the death of Enperour, even at the 
{ame moment and point of time when he wasthen flaine ac 
Rome. 

As the Diuell doth fhew himfelfe by voices and founds in 
trees, caucs, ftatues, and the like: {o doth he in divers other. 
ontward thapes and formes of other creatures, 
Thus. 
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the true Difcouery thereof. 29 
‘Thus he appeared vnto Exa, and{pake vnto her inthe 
Mm fhapeof aSerpent aforefaid. Of his appearance in divers 
other formes likewife are many Teftimonies. Neither doe 
Philofophers differ or doubt herein. 4rsfforle in his Afeta- 
is, fubftances are called fimple bodies, as water, earth, fire 
andthe like, and things compounded thereof, as living 
creatures and {pirits: which is fo farre forth to be vnder- 
me 6 ftood @f foirits, asthey were in aflumed fhapes vifible. 
me = =Orphexs doth number fixe kinds of thefe vifible diuels or 
pir ICS. xa} dupixs, nal cid pus xab xal 
geires, That is, Spirits inhabiting the heavenly regions, Spi- 
rits ruling in the ayre, inthe water, in the fire, in the earth, 
andvndertheearth, The Spirits in the Aire Plate faith,are 
prefidents of diuination , of miracles, and of Chaldaske 
Magicke. The Spirits in the earth,and vnder theearth are 
fuch as appeare in the fhape of Dogges, and Goates, 
and the like, moouing mén vnto foule and vnlawfulflofts 
as lanus focobus Boiffardus in his trattate de Magia & 
enijs doth teftifie. The fame Authour vnto this purpofe 
citeth Saint lib. 2. Super Genefim ad literam, 
_confirming that Spirits doe vfe the helpe of Aerie bodies or 
fubftances that they may appeare vntomen. Vnto this opi- 
- nion of the apparitions of Spirits variety of ftory likewife 
® $doth bring forth faith and credit. I will not mention the 
™ apparition which happened vnto Athemodorus the Philo- 
fopher reported by Pliny, nor Brutus his Genius after the 
death of Julius Cafar, appearing and {peaking vnto him, 
nor thofe reprefentations , which inthe fhape of men ap- 
peared vnto Lucius Domstins , returning toward Rome as 
Suetonius reporteth, adding for confirmation of truth in 
the Hiftorie, that the apparition touching his beard, it in- 
{tantly changed from the former perfe& blacke vnto a 
huely yellow, and thereupon he was afterward firnamed 
_ Ocnobarbus. I will not farther cite ancient times herein. 
Let vscome vnto later daicsand writers. It is 
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~ 


by Jobx de Serres the French Chronicler, that the late re- 
nowmed K. of France, Henrythe 4. being in his bunting 
{ports, a Diuellor Spirit prefented vnto the Kings cares 
and his whole company , 2 great cry of hounds, and win- 
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count Sosffons to 
gocfee who it was, wondering who durft interrupt his 
game. Tae Earle ftill iffuing forward toward the noife, © 
{till heard it, but feemed nothing neerer vnto it, though 
defiringto come neereft vntoic. Atlengthabigge blacke 
man prefented himfelfe inthe thickeftof the bufhes , and 
re vnto the Earle fome few words, fudatMly va- 

There could be no deceit in fo many eares and witnefies, 
nor can the obietion of a meere imagination ftand vncon- 
trouled of the iuft reproofe of want of witand good man- 
ners, in doubt or deniall of fo faire and fo well aduifed due 


teltimonits. 


Matter Fox, inthe life of Luther, doth relate 
the apparition and conference of the Diuell with a yong 
man ; who vpon contracts agreed betweene the Diuell and 
himfelfe, deliuered vito the Diuell his bond for conditio- 


ned performances. 


Speede in his Chronicle , and relation of the paflage of 
many affaires, within the time of Henrythe 4. doth make 


_ Mention of the apparition of the Diuell in the habite of a 


eM inorite Fryer at Danbury Church in Effex, with fuch 
thundring , lightning , tempefts, and fire-bals, that the | 
vault of the Church brake, and halfe the Chancel] was car- 
I will not further recite infinite Hiftories and Reports, | 
which may feeme to depend vpon the obfcure or doubted 
credit of fuperftitious factions, or partiall Authors , but of 


fuch onely as by the common confent of times,and generall 


voice of all Writers, exa@ credit and efteeme. | | 
In this kinde what a multitude of Examples doth the 
whole current and ftreame ofall Writers of allages afford? 
Who almoft that readeth any ancient clalsicall Author, a 
agate 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 31 


® anoide the common mention of fained gods,* and godefles * Vide Platoe | 

Me ofthe field, of the woods, of the mountaines, of houfes, of nemin Epinoe © 
dcfarts, of rivers, of fprings, and the like, offering them. mide de viri. 
{clues yntomen and people, fometimes in one fhape; fome- 


bus & potefts 


times in another requiring worfhip, ceremonies and rite$$ ym, quos La- 


fone in one manner, fomein another; doing ftrange and ad- tini Lemures 
Me mired workes oft-times,fometimes pleafantly encountring dixerunt.De 


Herevpon grew the multitude and varietic of names 


given them, according to the feuerall manners, fhapesy cue in coelo, 
geftures, and places which they vied; as * Fauns, Satyrs , terra,& fingu 


| Nympha, Enspnfa, Lemares. All Chriftians,who know God, lis mundi re- 
his word, and truth, and thereby beleeve one onely true 
| God, mutt needs affure themfelues that all thefe were euill jn Politico, 

Spirits, and Diuels.* That fuch were, all times, ages, Vide Plato~ 


gionibus di- 
ftributis. vide 


hiftories, and records of times with one vniuerfal] confent nem 4.de legi- 
confirme. That they were manifeftly feene, knowen,& fam- bus. Quos ibi 


iliarly by the outward fenfes difcernedand diftinguithed , 


' eannot beedenied , by the fewerall defcriptions of their nes appellar, 


manners, aflumed fhapesand geftures. _ Latini his no= 
And thus briefely auoiding the tedioufneffe of the multt- ot 
tude of yncettaine particular examples giuen by private 
men, I haue by vndoubted and yncontrouled references VN- xesunt. 
toagesand fucceflions of continued hiftories from one vn- * Fauni Syl- 
to another manifefted, how among the heathen, the Diuel] 
hath apparently offered himfele vnto the outward fenfe , 
without the affociation of a Witch or Sorcerer : Which Auguft. De 
was likewife before prooued by inftances out of the holy Ciuit Dei, 
Scripture. In all thefe the Diuell hath affeGed to * coun- Diabolus,Dei 
terfeit the apparitions of the bleffed Angéls of God vnto his zimulue que 


holy feruants, thereby to make himfelfe like or equal vnto ae 


God in ignorant and vnbeleeuing hearts. uet inanimos 


fimplicium, 
Caluin. lib 
Inftit, cap.3. 
Sed,2, 
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CHAP. VI. 


workes dene by the Dinell, with re[pe& unto Conenant with 
Man. 


T now followeth to giue examples of fuch fupernaturall 

iL workes as are offered by the Diuell, wherein man hath 

an intereft and propertie by contra& with the Diuel; as 

. alfo to thew that chefe workes are manifeft in like manner 

: | vnto the outward fenfe. Vnto this proofe out of holy 
‘Scripture, behold the Witch of Exdor. Did not Saul con- 
tract with her, and fhe promife vnto Sau/ to bring vp Sam- 
nel ynto him ? Did not Saul fee the vifion raifed by her, or 
at leaft {peake thereto, and receiue anfwer there-from, 1; 
Sam.28.8 2? were not then his eyes and eares (thole two 
ontward fenfes) certaine witnefles of her Sarcerie? Behold 
alfo theSorcerers of Egypt. Did not Pharaoh {ee and view 
with his eyes thofe great and mighty Sorceries,water turn- 
ed intoblood, rodsintoSerpents, Frogges caufed to iffue 
out vpon the face of theearth ? 3 
And asthe holy Scripture doth afford vs thefe examples, 
fo are the hiftories of all ages, people, and countries, 
fraught with the like as manifeft to fenfe as thefe, and asap. 
parently deteGing and pointing out the Sorcerer and Sore 

Liayreporteth, in thofe ancient dayes of Rome, that the 
Romane Claudia,a veftall Virgin, did thew her felfe ina@, 

able alone with eafe and facilitie todraw a mighty thip by a 

{mall line or girdle, which was in the weight and greatnefle 
vnmoueable, againft the force and power of many ftrong 

men, aflifted by the {trength of cattell accuftomed to draw 

| mighty and heany burdens. Thatthis was an a& (uperna- 
turall, and abone, and beyond any naturall vertue or force 
in her Nature, is madneffe to doubt. That in this fupernatu- 
rallaé& alfo, the had a propertie by her allowance and like- 
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with she trie Difcauerié thereof. 
ing thereof, expreffed by her voluntarie aGtion of vnder- 
taking and drawing; whocan makedoubr? The act was 
=fupernatural!, and abone her power and nature : bergoed 
will, allowance, and voluotary putting the a& in praGice, 
did proue her confent,if not contra& with that powerand 
nature fuperiour vnto her owne,which is yndoubredly,Sor- 
cery, and Witch-craft. Tothis purpofe, faith 
in pralud. 5. Requsritar in maleficia libera 
velunt.as quam Diabolus non potest cogere, (ed perfuadere.tan- 
tumantterrere. Thatis,in Witch-craft neceflarily the will, 
or confent of man, muft concurre with the Diuels worke, - 
‘for the Divell cannot force, or-compell the will of man, 
but per{wadeth it onely, or affrighteth.it.: And againe hee 
faith, that whofoeuer doeth pretend:-todoe'thofe things, 
which are aboue the power, and reach of man, by any-na- : 
turall caufes, which canfes are allowed no fuch effeGs, 
either in nature, or in Gods word, or ty any ordinance of 
of his Church, that man doeth clofely, or tacitly.inuocate | 
the Diuell. Queties (snquis ) quis ccntendst sllud facere, per 
caufas naturales, qua nec virtute fuanaturali, neque ex dinina 
aut Ecclefiaftica poffunt illud facere,T acite in vocatur Dewon, 
_ Tuccia alfo a veltall Virgin , is reported by mumbling 
of a certaine prayer, to keepe water within a fine, or arid- 
dle, as witneffeth not onely Pliny, but enen Tertuliéan, 

* Camerarins maketh mention of a man, who armed 
Onely with certaine charmes, would vndertake to receiue generibus, 
vpon his body, without harme, bullets, or fhot out of the pag. 118. 

maketh alfo mention of another, who would vnder. 
take to lay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inftrument, — 
euen when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby caufe 
the flame appearing inthe mouth thereof; together with 
Thelikeis reported by Janus, Iacobus, Boiffardus,con- 
cerning a Germane Count in his booke de Diuinatione.It is | 
related vpon good reeérd, that Decsus Attivs the Augur; 
wasable toreport vnto the Romane King, the 
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very particulat which he intended, & prepared in his moft 
fecret defignes. It is written of the Exthuftafes,or Prophe- 
Dianain Caftabala, atowne of Cilusa, that they 
would walke vfually,& voluntarily with naked & bare feet, 
vpow hot burning coales, without any hurt, or alteration © 
by the fire. It isrecorded concerning Pythageras, that hee 
would by certaine fecret words, compell a ieeding Oxe, 
Bullocke; or the like, immediately to ftand {till, and for- 
beare his meat. ‘Others.report of him,that he would com- 
mand wild beafts, and Birds, Beares, and Eagles, tocome 
ynto him, to grow tame, to follow him. Ic is credibly re- 
ported of the fame Pythagoras, that hee was at once by fe- 
uerall parties feene, in the very fame point of time, both in 
the Citieof Thurinm, and the towne of Afetapontum. 
eA pollonius likewife was tranflated, as it were, in the 
twinkling of an eye, or in the fpace of a word {peaking 
from Smyrna, vnto Ephe/us, as fome Hittorics report. That 
the power by which thefe things were done,was more then 
humane, no Reafon can doubt, Fhat alfo the voluntary 
acceffion of thefe mens difpofing , or apting themfelucs 
ynto thefe workes , doeth prooue their confent, and by 
confent-in confequence of reafon, focietie with a Spirit, 
 whocandeubr?. And for this caufe, Binsfieldixvs cermeth it 
a tacit contra, as is aforefaid, 
_ But here by the way, 1s tuft occafion offered vnto a 
_gueftion ; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuell can canfe or 
- bring to paffe, that the fame true body at once may bee re- 
ally intwo diftant places, as it feemeth by this hiftory of 
_ The anfwere hereto muft needes in reafon bee negatiue ; 
becaufe it is impoflible in nature, and inthe ordinary vn- 
changeable courfe of all things by God created, that one 
indiuiduall and continued fubftance, or entire thing fhould 
be wholly diuided from it felfe, and yet be it felfe, or poffi- 
bly be twice, ot bee intwo places, and yet bee but one and 
Wemnfttherefore rather here thinke that the divellisa 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 
Juggler, prefenting the liucly thape and pourtraiture of 
Pythagoras in one place,and thereto haply by hisfopernatu- 
rallpower, adding acounterfait livelihood of {péech and 
gefture, while the true fubftance ts certainely and truly feen 
in another piace. That thefe like pra&iles are v{uall with 
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide. Did hee 
not vndertake, Afath. 4, verfe 8. vnto wifdome it felfe our 
bleffed Sauiour, to thew vnto him all the Kingdomes of the 
-earth,a thing fo farre out of hisreach and compaffe,but on- 
ly by alying and tugling vifion ? Ifthis he doeth vnto the 
Sonne of God, how {hall the filly fonnes of finfull men ef: 
cape ? Ic is written by fome Authors; that the diuell hath 
per{waded fome foolifh Sorcerers and Witches, that hee 
hath changed their bodies and fubftances,into Catts,Afles, > 
Birds, and other creatures, which * really and indeed with- * Transfor- 
out illufion (if it be not prefumption to reafon with the mationes in 
Diuell) is impoflible vnto him to doe. For there canbee no 
reall or true matamerphofing of one fubftance or nature in- 
to another, but either by creation or generation. The one preftigias 
isthe fole immediate hand of God, communicable tono ¢t res 
creature (becaufe there cannot be two Creators) the other —_ ag 
is naturall, the fingereworke and power of God in natutey Dei 
and proper to the nature of liuing animate creatures; tiot cap,18, 
to Angels or Spirits. | 
Againe, creation is the worke of an infinite powet, and 
therefore of God alone, becaufe there can be but one Infi- sca a aa 
nite, whofe nature containing all things, and contained of tempore idg ; 
nothing, can admitho equail, no fecond, no other. The Di- #ppatata ma- 
uell then cannot create. That likewife he cannot caule thefe 
_ tranfmutations by generation, is'as plaine and evident, be- 
caufe a true and reall generation hath many precedent quam Grzci 
* alterations, and by little and litelein fpace of time grow- 

eth vnto. the perfétion ofthat kinde, vnto which it doth Ciceronia 
tend or is begotten ; but chefe feeming tranfmutationsby maluerune 
the Diuell of the fubftances of Men into Cattes; and the cOmurati- 
like, are {wift and fodaine , ina moment, and without pre- 07°" Scale 


de fubr. exers 
F 2 | paration cit,6, 
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360). DheTriall of Witch-craft, 
aration ¢ a ‘therefore are no true; but feeming and 
lnggling tranfmutations. 
Here may be againe ohieded, that the Divell is able to 
worke aboue the powerof Natu resand therefore befide and 
aboue the saturall courfe of generation, hee is able to make 
thefe reall cranfmutations. It is anfwered, though the diuell - 
indeed, .as a Spitit, may doe, and doth many things aboue 
and beyond the courfe‘of fome particular natures : yet doth 
hee not, nor is ableto rule or command ouer general! Na- 
ture, or infringe or alter her inuiolable decrees in the per- 
petuall and neuer-interrupted order of all generations ; 
neither is he generally Mafter of vniverfal] Nature, but. 
| Nature Mafter and Commaunder ofhim. For Natorcis 
“a Naturaeft nothing els but theordinary * power of God in all things 
-ordmuaria Dei Created, among which the Divell being a creature, 1s con- 
poteftas, tained, and therefore fubie& cothat vniuerfall power. 
Scalig,. = For this, caufe, alchough aboue the power of our parti- 
id, Sa cular nature, the Diuell asa Spirit doth many things,which 
inrefpe& of our nature, are {upernaturall; yet in refpe& of 
the power of Nature in vniuerfall, they arebut natural] 
vnto himfelfe and other Spirits, who.alfo are a kinde of 
-¢reature. contained within the general] nature of things 
ereated s-Oppofite therefore, contrarie, againft or above 
* Natura eft the generall * power of Nature, he can doe nothing. 
vaiuerfalisseft Therefore, toconclud this point, he cannot be able tocom- 
particularis, maund or compaffe any generation aboue the power of 
Nature, whofe power is morevniuerfalland greater then 
his. We willthen hence conclude; thé aboue and beyond 
the vniuerfall Nature and courfe of all generation, hee can- 
not makea true tranfmutation of the fubltance of any one 
 creatureintoanother. 
It was before prooued, that it is impoffible for him to 
doe it by creation, It‘is here manifeft, that he cannot doe it 
by any courle of true generation. Therecan be no real tranf- 
_ mutation of one fubftance into another, without either a 


ereation or or generation. will therefore conclude 
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with the true Difcouery thereof. 37 
the faying of Saint e4uguftine de Crnitate Dei, lib. 18. cap. 
18 Nee faxe Damones naturas creant, (ed tens, qua a 
Deo creata funt, ccommutant, vt videantur effe qua non funt 
thar 1s,diuels cannot create any nature or fubitance, but in 
juggling or fees-ing onely, whereby with talfe.thad - 
dowes and outward induced fhapes couering thofe things 


which are created of God, by thefe commutations they __ 
| Caufe theas co feeme that which they are not indeed. 


Concerning other manifeft iugglings and illufions of the 
Diucll, divers authors haue giuen diuers examples, but that 
which aboue all the reft doth moft palpably dete& him here- 
in,is a hiftory related by Joannes Baptifta Porta in his fecond 
booke De Afagia uaturals. He there witnefieth, that vpon 
the Diuels fuggeftion, a Witch beleeued firmely, and per- 
{waded her felfe , that all che night the had rid in the ayre, 
over diuers great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles of 
other Sorcerefles; when the fame night the mentioned 
Authour himfelfe, with others, had watchedand feene her, 
all that imagined time of her tranfueGtion in the ayre, to 
be withia her chamber profoundly fleeping ; yea, had f{mit- 
tenher, made her ficth blue with ftrokes, and could not a 


wakeher, nor perfwade her afterward, when fhee was a 


waked that they had fovfed her, or at all had either feene 
or beheld her. Thus preualent was the iuggling power of 
the Diuell. eto 

S. Auftine de Cinitate Dei, iib.18. doth deliver an Ht- 
ftory concerning the father of one Pra/fantius,wholy ing in 
a deep traunce fo profoundly that no meanes could awake 
him, did dreame (as when he awaked he did report) chat 
hee was transformed into an Affe , andcarried baggesor 
burdens of corne into acampe of Souldiers. At the fame 
tine, in the fame manner, (uch a like Affe ashee in dreame 
imagined hinfelfe did bring fuch burdens into the fame | 
campeé. 

From thefe examples may bee inftly drawne a plaine de- 
monftration of the Diuels palpable iuggling and illufion , 


which alfo may ferue for confirmation, together with the 
F 3 -reafons 


2. 
> 
“we 


The Trial of Witch.craft, 
reafons before annexed vnto my former anfwer,concerning 
the Diuelsfeeming, or deceitfull prefentation of the reall 
body of Pythagoras in two diftant places at once,in the fame 
pointof time, And from all thefe conioined and conferred, 
may be truely inferred and colle&ted, that the Dine}] as hee 
doth many fupernaturall workes really fo he doth many o- 
ther by iliufion and beguiling the imagination. 

Thefe his iugelings notwithftanding are things alfo fu- 
pernaturall, andtricks onely pofsible to Spirits and impof- 
fible to man, For it is impofsible to man to frame fo liuely 
afeeming prefence of man in one place, that it fhall not bee 
difcerned otherwife then the very fame true prefence & real 
fubftance which is really in another place,as alfo to faften 
fuch dreames as were before mentioned, vpon men,and ac- 
cording to thofe dreames to caufe the things dreamed , by 
the witnefle and teftimony of other beholders , to bee 
brought to paffe in (0 liuely likeneffe and fimilitude, as can- 
not bee difcerned and difcouered otherwife then the very 


fame that they were in dreame likewife beleeued. 


From hence it doth alfo follow very neceffarily, that 
what man focuer fhall vndertake thefe fupernaturall 1ug- 
lings, which are onely pofsible in the power of Spirits,& of 
the Diuell alone; is thereby astruely conuinced to beea 
Witch or Sorcerer, as he that vndertaketh any of the 
former reall fupernaturall workes, or any other of the like 
kinde, becaufe they are both and allalike proper onely to 
the diuell,and wherein man can haue no property or power 
but by and throughhim. Letvsnow then againe returne 
vnto the Diuels reall fupernaturnall performances and 
workes, ynto Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anfwer- 
ynto the former doubt, concerning Pythagoras his fuppoled 
realty of being at once in two places,we haue hitherto one- 

It is written as a thing vfuall vynto many famous Magici-— 
ans,Sorcerers and Witches,vnto the view and fight of fome 
admitted {peftators , to raife refemblances of the dead , 


which feemeth athing vadoubted by the Witch of Exdor 


raifing 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 39 
raifing Samuel the Prophet ynto Saal the King before 
tioned. 

In this kinde thofe famous and renowned Witches A4e. 
dea and Csrce in old and ancient times are reported to ex- 
cel]. Hence among the Heathen had Necromancie the rea- 
fon of the name and sexpouamios which is divination by calling 
or raifing the dead. 
Later times hane not been behinde former times in the 


& _ record of the like: but to adde reafon to inforce the truth of 


report herein; I will anfwer an obie€tion which may bee — 
made. Whether in thefe apparitions there be onely i!Jufion 
and imagination; or fome thing truely and really vifible — 
vnto the outward fenfe. | 
As touching the reall raifing of the dead, it is impoflible 
ynto the limited power of the Diuell,either in the fubftance 
of body or foule, to reduce or bring the dead back into this 
world, or life, or fenfe againe ; becaufe in death, by the vn- 
changeable,and vnalterable decree of God in his holy, Writ, 
the body returneth into duft from whence it came, and the 
Soule to God who gaue it. ee 
Notwithftanding, fince the outward fhape and figure,and 
proportion of any fubftance, and not the fubftance it felfe , 
or creature, is the true and naturall obiec&t of the eye, ac- 
cording tothe Philofopher, who truely faith, Res mon viden- 
tur, fedrerum {pecies, thatis , the fubftances or things 
_ themfelues are not offered ,nor come vnto the fight, but on- 
ly their fhape, and outward figure , asalfo for that com- 
mon fenfe and experience doe teach vs, that it is a thing ab-_ 
furd, and impoflible , that all thofe bodiesand fubftances , 
which in infinite number wee dayly fee, and behold really 
ang materially in their corporall fubftances,and dimenfions, 
-_fhould be contained in the fmall body of the eye : for thefe 
caufes (I{ay) it is poffible according to reafon, that the 
Diuell in thefe fuppofed apparitions of the bodies and fub- 
ftances ofdead men, may prefent true, reall,and naturall 


mB obieds, certaine and affured vnto the eye and fight, if hee 


can onely prefent thereto the outward liuely 
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TheTriall of Witch-craft, 


and fhapes of the fubftances or bodies, though the bodies 
themfelues be away. That the Diucll.can doe this, is no 
doubt. For ifman by Art can vfually dinids the outward 
fhapes, and figures of creaturés and fubftances, from. 
the fubftances and creatures themfelues (as is apparent 
by the looking glaffe) and the cunning Painter can in ano. 
ther borrowed fubftance, feparated from their true, right 
and proper fubftance, reprefent perfeGly the trueand liue- 


dy thape of men, & other creatures,euer when chey are not 


onely abfent, and remoued in farre diftant places, but when 
oft-times they have many yeares beene{wallowed of the 
graue; why fhould ic be thought impoffible vnto the Diuell 
(who certainely is more then exquilite ApeLes excellent)to 


offer and prefent the eye likewife any true (hape what- 


If he can offer the true thape (as is not tobe doubted) he - 


doth offer a true and perfe& obie&; and therefore that 


which is truely and certainely manifeft to fenfe, alchough 
{peech and the motion thereof, without another vifible bo. 


_ die to fuftaine it (being impoflible vnto fhapes 2nd pour- 
_traitures drawne by men) be things fupernaturall,and true- 


ly fpirituall, which doe therefore make it a wotke proper | 

And thusit isapparent, thatthe fuppofed apparitions 
which the Diuell doth offer of dead men, may be cfteemed 


and reckoned among fuch fupernaturall workes of diuels 


and Sorcerers, as manifeftly are brought to outward fenfe. 
Now let vs turne toview fome other kinds of the fame 
workes of the fame Authors. 
It isreported by fome Writers of worthy credit,that the 


bodies of Sorcerers & Witches haue bin really carried, and 


locally remooued from on place into avother by the ditiell. 


And of later times (as Barthelomaus de Spina doth wit- 
nefle) the inquifitions haue condemned vnto perperuall 
prifon, and their detained Witches,who by their owne con- 


_ feflion, and others proofe,haue by the Diuell been tran& 


ported into fo farre diftant places, in few houres,that afrer-_ 
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with she true Diftowerie thereof. 4! 
ward it hath bio a trauellof many dayes, by their owne nae 
tural] power to returneagaine from whence they were 
nifetlybythedmellcarried. «§ 

is athing likewife written and vulgarly receiued, that 
Witches are oft-times feene bodily to haunt places, fields , 
houfes, graues, 2nd f{epulchers, in an vnufuall and miracu- 
lous manner and wondred fahion. Thefe things, and inf- 
nitemore, whether trueorno, cannot be knewne, but to 

him that doth himfelfe behold, and can from his owne fight 

~ auouch them really true, and not imaginarie. Toperforme 
{ome manner of afportation, and locall trarflation of the 
bodies of Wutches and Sorcerers, it feemeth in reafona — 
thing whereuntothe Diuvellisnotvnable. 
‘Firft, for. that it appeareth within the power of a Spirit, 
by thehiftery of the Prophet Habacuc, whom the Angel 
carried by the hayre of the head, out of Judea into Babylon, 
The naturall faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuen in 
their creation, and by their effentiail formes vnited vnto 
them, the Diuell doth participate with ali. other Spirits 
whatfoever, though in his fall from heauen, he loft their 
true happinefle and perfec fruition in the face and fauout 

Crestor: 

econdly, for that there are vndoubted examples in holy 
Scripture, of the diuels power in the locall tranflation, not 
onely of bodies : as fire, windes, tempetts, 
honfes(as is apparent in the hillory of /ob) and of animate 
bodies a!fo,or bodies of brute creatures(as is evident In the 
heards of (wine which he carried headlong into the Sea but 
likewife of the bodies of men, as is cleere inthe Gofpel, 
where it isfaid, that the Dinelldid caftthe bodicsof the 

poficfled intothe middeft of the people. Ifthe Diuel covid 
cat, or carry their bodies the diftance there exprefied 
( whatfoeuer or how littte fo ever it was) it doth manifeftly. 

prooue his power, in the locall motion of mens bodies, al-. 
though the full extent of his power therein be not neceflari- 
ly thence collected. re 
Concerning the taking the body Saviour, and fet- 
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he Triall of Witch-craft, 
tiag it vpon a pinacie of the Temple, I will not vrge,but do 
conclude vpon my former reafons fufficiently and neceflari- 
ly, that che Diuell, where God himfelfe doth.notcounter- 
mannd; or prohibite him, hath power to difpofe and tranf- 
port our naturall bodies. Iwillnot cite a multitude of Au. 
thors herein, and from them borrow needleffe examples. 
As fome may beetrue, fo I doe not beleeue all, and very 
few I with trufted, where the proofe doth not manifeltly 
exceede all exception. was | 
conclude, that it is poffible, that fometimes the fuper- 
natural] power of the Dive] in this.kinde,as in other before 
mentioned, may appeare vnto outward fenfe manifelt, 
the Witch or Sorcerer be found a voluntarie with him. And 
as-is faid of this kinde, fo may befaid ofmany more.befides 
thofebcfore mentioned: 

Concerning the manifeft fupernatural! workes done by 
Charmers, wit is ignorant ? To omit the hiftories of AZe- 
dea and Circe thofeold famousHags, who were feene by 
charmes immediately to caufe graine to wither vpon the 
ground ; the current of watersto ftand {till ; the ftreafne to 
runne backe againft the courfe, tempefts, raine, thunder , 
windes to rife and fall at their word and command, for an 
afitwred teftimonie of the true and reall harmes,which Char- 
mers manifeftly vnto outward view and fenfe did vnto the 
ancient world,is as yet extant fomany hundreths of yeares, 
the Law of the twelue Romane Tables, wherein wasa De. 
cree and Statute made to preuent and reftraine the manifeft 
wrongs and iniuries of Charmers. Alicnas Segetes ne incane 
sato, faith the Law, Alicnas Segetes in-cantando ne pellexerté, 
that is, Let no manchaime his neighbours graine. Let no 
‘man by charmes and incantations carry away or tranfpoge 
anothers graine. There are many. other true reports and 
records of other wonderfull works.and fupernaturall feates, 
all alike offered vnto the outward fence : There inumeration 
or citation is not further needfull. Ic is fufficient whatfo- 

ener or how many foeuer they be, thac they are workes fi» 
pernaturail, that they are manifeft to fenfe, that they are , 
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the true Difcon erie thereof. 43° 
che Diuell , and that the Witch or Sorcerer doth manifeft 
guile cherein, by voluncary-prefenting himelfe therein, 
by manifeft vndertaking any part or office intheperfor- 
mance or by promifing, and according ro promife caufing 
tocometopaffe. The reafon ts infallible. He that doth vn- 
dertake voluntarily,doth prefent himfelfe and doth promife 
and according to promife,caufeto be performed-that which 
is in anothers power , and inpoflible vnte himfelte, doth 
thereby neceffarily anc. vnanfwerably prooue himfelfe to 
have an incerefit,a power, a contrac with that other, which 
for any may to haue with the Diuell,is feciety with Diuels, 
which is Witch- craft and Sorcerie. 
And thus hath beene declared, -how, the faupernatuall 

workes of the Diuell and Sorcerers may be manifeft tothe 
outward fenfe, and the true teftimony thereof. 
AnobieGionhere may be made, that many of the former 
_workes may feeme manifeft to the fenfe, which indeed and 
truth are deceits of the imagination and illufion,and there- — 
fore therecan be no fuch certainty vnto the outward fenfe. 
It is truely * anfwered, He that wanteth fomuchtruc .+4:45¢ ine: 
judgement, as to diftinguifh when he dothfee a certaine 
true obie& offered vato his fight from without, and when fancied, eafily 
he is incountred onely with a refemblance thereof from difcerned 
within his fancie and imagination, is difeafed inbody or ye =, ch 
minde,orboth,and therefore ts no competent Iudge or wite 
neffe in thefe or any other weighty affaires. For that is in true obie@s 

health of body, and in the-outward organes and inftru- of the fenfe, 
mentsof fenfe, and found 1s his reafon, iudgement,andvn- 
derftanding , though fometime the fogge and mift of de- 
ceiued fenfe , or fancy, ouerfhadow the brightnefle of true 
and vndeceiued reafon for a fhort time in him yet itcagnot — 
fo.perpetually eclipfe it,but it wil recover his light'and true 
fplendor againe,and truth will thine more excellently ia the 
end out of that darkneffe. This is very linely feene in the 
example of S. Peter. Aéts 12. verfe ro. 12.who at firlt did 
thinke he had onely feene the Angell which God fent vnto. 
him+to deliver him out of bonds, iaa dreame or vifion : 
F 3 when 
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when afterward he was come to himfelfe, and histrue fenfe 
- and reafon, hee ithen perfe@ly difcerned and knew that he 

was really delisered out of prifoa by an'Angelof God. 

If men could inot cettainly difcerne betweene that 
which they doc teally fee,.and that they falfely imagine in 
vifions, dreames.and fancie, then were the life of man moft 
miferable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling 
in knowledge or ynderftanding.All men fhould like vn- 
able to diftinguith, whether we liue in dreames onely, or in 
wakeful deed. But the certaine knowledge which God hath 
giuen voto mankinde in fo infinite kindes and meafures , 
doth prooue the eminence of reafon and wnderftanding a. 
boue-the intanglements and deprefsion of fenfe and fancie. 

There rcmaineth as yet another donbt, whichis, how 
thofe things which before were mentioned to be [pirituall | 
and fupernaturall can be fubieé& in reafon ynto outward 
fenfe or be knowne thereby , howfoeuer by the former ex. 
amples, it doth fo feeme. It istrnethata Spirit and a Spi- 
rituall worke fimply in it felfe in the ewne nature and fub- 
ftance, cannot be feene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehen- 
ded by any ontward fenfe. | | 

| Notwithftanding, as they doe mixe themfelues withbo. 
* Spitieus in- dily * fubftances , which are fubie& to fenfe, by accident 
corpori & 4 Spirits, and {pirituall operations, are certainly tryed and 
ne difcovered even vnto fenfe. For how is it pofsible that a 
operibus con- SPitit fhould mixe it (clfe in corporallthings , but the dif- 
ficui, crepantnature thereof, and mighty difference, muft pro- 
Ferael |, 1.de duce and beget fome great apparent altcration, whichalte- 
Ab.Rer. cauf, ration being beyond the wonted nature of the one, doth. 
prooue another fuperiour nature in the other ? For illu- 
ftration hereof, let vsborrow aninftance from one of the | 
forenamed manifeft Sorceries. Wateris turned intoblood 
by a Spirituall power. The eye doth mantteftly fee the 
water, andas apparently after-fee the blood , andisatrue 
and yndeceiaed witnefie of both. Reafon and commons 
fenfe doe know the tranfmutation to proceede from an in- 
-uifible power, which appearing in vifible' bodies, is by them 
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withthe true Difcomerythertof. ag 
apart feene, anddoth dete an iouifible Author, beeaufean 
immediate effe@ manifelted tofenfe, dothoneceffarily in 
nature prooue the roamediate caufs though hidden’ and 
ynknowne to feofe. That inuiftble:and fpirituall things 
py, by thofe things which are vifible and bodily , be coa- 
ceiued and difcerned, the holy Scripture doth witnefle in 
thefe words of Saint Paul, Rov.1.20 The aauifible things 
of God (faith he). are feene. by the-vifible' things, or by 
his workes in the-creation of the: world, which are vafible. 
Itmay beheredemanded, fice it isthe propertie of the 
Diuell, in his feeming miraculous contriuements and acti- 
ons (though.a limited and finite obie& creature of Ged) 
yet to indeavour to counterfeit.and imitatethe molt high: 
and mightieltworkes of wonder of the infisite Creator; 
thereby to magnifie , deifie, and cquall himfelfe vnto God 
invnbeleeuing and feduced hearts : Since, I fay; this ishis 
property, how fhall the fraile vnderftanding and capacitie: 
of mandiftiaguith the maruaiicsiof thedauell ; folnicly 
feabled thereto, from the true miracles, anditruly anracn-: 
lous workes of God, thatthereby with more facility ,and 
leffe confufion., induftrious mindes may difconer the pro- 
per workes and a@sof the Diuell, and-his affociates, En- 
chaunters, Witches, andSorcerers? Firft, thetruenmira- 
cles of God being tranfcendent abone all createdipower, 
and cheimmediate effets only. of acreating vertuc, Al- 
mighty God forhisfole good willand pleafure doth vinal- 
ly and euer difpenfeby the. hands and througtrthe:admini- 
ftration-of holy:men; Prophets and eA posties mamifeftly 
called. of God. Secondly, theend andfcope of Gods'mira- 
dire&ly and mainely ayme and arebentat theglory 
of God,and the benefit of his people, notyntoany prinate 
priuate lufts abd curiofitie: i 
For this caulethe holy Apoftles vfed the giftof miracles 
not vnto any other ends, then vnto the confirmation of 
that holy Gofpel, which they preached and publithed from 
God, neither didthey therein alcribe ought yntotheir own 
praife 
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Diuell,and euill Spirits, andthereforetheir Authors ought 


46 The T of Witchcraft, 
praife or glory, but folely vnto the praile and glory of God, 
_Thatthis was their true end, and ought to bethe {cope 
and end of afl thac receine the power of miracles from 
God, Saint Paul doth witneffe and teach, 1. Cor, chap. 12. 
ver fé 4,5;6,7. Now there are ((aithyhe) diuerfities of gifts, 
but the fame Spirit: and ther® are diuerfities of admini- 


ftrations, butthe fame ‘Lord : and:there are diuerfities of 
operations, but-God is the fame which worketh all in all. 


But the manifeftation of the Spirit is given tocuery man | 


-toprofit withall. 


Itis fromhence manifeft, thatifany miracles proceede 
from Ged as Author., they are difpenfed by men, fan@ifi- © 
ed-by God, and '‘whocan and are able to prooue and iuftifie 
their warrant from God : as.alfo that thefe men of God © 
dve folely profeffe and bend them vnto the glory of God, 


and the weale of his Church. This then is the fquare and 
infallible rule by which all miracles doe ftand or fall, and 


are approoued either to be of God ; or conuinced to be of 
Let vs then conclude this point, with that excellent and 
diuinefaying of T heophilad?, vpon the 9. chap. of S. Luke. 
Praedicatio miraculis G wmiracula predicatione fanciuntar. 
Mukti enim fape miracula ediderunt per Damones , [edecrum 
dottrina non erat fana, quamobrem eorum miracula non-extite= 
runt a Deo, Thatis , the word of Ged doth eftablith and 
confirmethe truth: of miracles , and miracles ratifie and 
confirmetheauthoritie and truth of the word. For many 


have done miracles by the power of the Divell , but their 


do&rine wascorrupt and not found ; and therefore their 
miracles were notef God. Wherefoeuecr therefore mira- 
clesor fupernaturall: workes thall dare to'fhew their heads, 
not contained within thofe limits or compaffe , that is nei- 
ther prooued immediately from God:himfelfe , nor medi- 
ately by him reucaled.in his writ & word of truth, they are 
inftly to befufpe&ed-to ifiue from the enemies of God;the 
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with.thetrue = 49 
to be accomptant therein vnto Iuftice , and all religious 


Minifters and fernants:of God and Inftice,in the molt 


and fenere extent of Law. And: thus much concerning the 
manifeftation of the {upernaturall workes of Witches and. 


Sorcerers, vato or through the outward Senfe. 


CHAP. 


The workes of the Dinell or Weeches manife/? to Reafon, 
confequence of Reafon, ‘ 


A LI doubts being cleared , it hath vndoubtedly appea-. 
how fapernaturall and fpirituall workes are appa- 
renttofenfe. Itnow followeth to declare , how likewife 
they are evident to Reafon, or neceflary to confequence of 
Reafon. . 
Thofe things are faid tobe proper obie&s of Reafon 
andvnderftanding: which, being remote from theimme-| 


diate view or notice of the outwardfenafes, are grounded 


vpon vniuerfall and intelie@tuall knowne pofitions, propo- 

fitions,and certaine vndoubted general! notions, by necefs. 
fary colleions,or raciocinations. That we may build the 

foundation of thisour Reafon er Raciocination vpon the. 

infallible truth of Gods holy Word which fhall neuer be 

fhaken: let vs for the dete€tion of Witches and Sorcerers, . 
by reafon, and confequence of reafon, fyllogife directly 
and immediately from God himfelfe. 

Thus faith Almighty God, //aiah chap. 8. verfe.19.. And 
when they fhallfay vnto-you , Enquire of thofethat have 
2 Spirit of Diuination , and at the South-fayers, which 
murmure and whifper, fhould not a people enquire of 
theirGod ? Vnder thisinterrogatiue (fhouldnotapeople 
inquire of their God? ) isynderftood this affirmative 5 A 


» people fhould enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God 


alone. | 

From this holy text and writ, reafon doth affume and 

colleé neceffarily, andtruly.. 
Firft, 


| 


» Firft, that many, things arehidden from the knowledge 
of man, whichare reuealed vato the {cience and kvow- 
ledge of Spirits. Otherwifeneither would man aske or en. 
quite of Spirits (as'hath! beene: vfuall in all ages) ‘neither 
fhould God haue ‘ecafion hereto forbid the enquiring at 
Spirits. That the ignorance alfo of man in things knowne 
to Spirits, isthe true, firft and originall motiue or reafon 
for enquiring at Spirits, is very plaine by the words of 
King Saul, God is departed from me (faith 
he) vnto the vifionof Samuel, raifed by the Divell, and 
anfwereth me nomore, neither by Prophets, neither by 
dreames?: therefore haue I called thee, that thou maift te]! 
Here isamanifekt grant of knowledgein Spirits aboue 
mep. Secondly, reafon doth hence colle& , that all Spirits 
that doe fuffer themfelues to be enquired at, are euill Spi. 
Fits, and therefore ‘Diuels ; becaufe Almighty God hath 
| hereexpreffely forbidden the’ enquiring at any other Spi- 
ritbefide himfelfe: and therefore good and holy Spiritg 
* Ang¢l willnot,nor* cannot diobey the commancement of God, 
HOrcountenance or affift men in fo doing. Thirdly, reafon 
7.1, doéth neceflarily hence conclude, that as are en- 
quired at for renelations of things hidden fromthe skill 
This |, _and pofhbilitie of kno+!edge in man, are Sorcerers, 
Witches, and South-{fayers, if promifing and performing 
or according thereto really, and yet not warranted by God 
which is fur~ his word, norafliftedby nature. 
pofed or confequenceand inference of this reafon is juft; for 
that ropromifethofe things, or to vndertake thofe things 
goed Spirits, Which are out of their own knowledge, and folcly and pro- 
perly in the knowledge of Spirits and Divels, doeth mani- 
feltly proue in the pettormance, their intereft, focietie,and 
contra& with Spirits and Diuels, whichis Sorcery and 
It may bee here obie&ted, that there are fome men who © 
affe& to bee reforted vnto, and to bee enquired at in things 
fuppofed hidden from the knowledge of man, and tobe 8 
puted 
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rich, pollonines appointed him to ‘buy. a certaine 
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puted able vnto (uch Reuelations, though haply they pra- 


Gile to deceiue , vader the colour of pretence, of fuch a- | 


bilitic. 


It isinftly hereto anfwered, that this their prefamprion 
ought to be feuerely enquired i into, whether it doe tafte of 
ought that is diabolicall, of the Diuell, or fupernaturall : 


if nothing fo doe, yet in this Grand caufe of God him- 


felfe , the religtous teaboufie of the prudent. Magiftrate, 


ought to punith their prefumption, whichdareaffe& to vn- 


dertake the name or note of a finne , fo odious and abo- 
minable vnto Almightie God. Let vs for better impreffi- 
on, againe repeate and iterate thofe things which were col- 
leGted out of the propoundedtext. 
Firft,that there is knowledge in Spirits of things hidden, 


_ and {eparated from the knowledge of 


Secondly , that fuch Spirits as are enquired at, and doe 
reueale fuch knowledge vntoman, are Diuelss 
‘Thirdly , that men which doe pra@ife tobe 
for fuch fu appofed Reuelations, ought not onely to be inftly 
fufpeGed,and inquired into,but that if they be found there- 
withall,to know and reuealethofe things, which are indeed 
and reall y aboue and beyond the knowledge of man and 
are properly and onely in the power of Spirits ; that then | 


_ thisdoth iotallibly. prooue their intereft power, and focie- 


tie with Diuels, whichi Is certaine and aflured Sorcery and 
Witch-craft. 

And thus hath reafon drawne a demonftration out of the 
booke of God, ofa certaine Witch, and manifeft Sorcerer. 
Let vs now exercife our (elues in the confideration, exatni- 
nation, and tryall of {ome particulars herein. 

It isfaid of eA pollonius, that he foretold the day, the 
houre of the day ,the moment of the houre ; wherein Coc- 
cius Nerra the Enperour fhould die, long! before the rime 
and being in farre diftant places remooued from him. It is 


_Feported of the fame Apollenins , thatbeing confulted by 


ene who for that purpofe came vato him, how he might 
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field or ground , and to be carefullin tilling and p! 


_. thatthe had many miraculous Reuclations, whereof the 
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thereof, which after he had donea while , he found in the 
end a great treafure and fo becamerich. Icis written of 
the fame Apollonius alfo, He made knowne vnto Titus Veo 


fpatian, the time and manner of his death , enquiring it at 


hishands. Thefe things with many other the like Jans 


Lacobus Boiffardus, relateth inthe lite of Apelloniw. - 


liathrnot heard of the name and mention of that 
famousand renowmed Britifh Wizard Aferlin , and of his. 
igh and great efteeme among Princes for his prophefies : 


Vnto his fore-fight and predi@ions, from many foregoing 
ages, the {uccefics and events of diuers Princes affaires, in 


their feverall raignes , haue beene viually by divers times: 
and hiftoriesreferred, 
For thiscanfe Mafter Camden, in the defcription of 
Caermarden.fhire,doth terme him the Tages of the Britans. 
Speede in histraGate of the ancient Inhabitants of great 
Britane; asallo of the life of Aurelius, Ambrofins, and of 


the raigne of King 7olm, and of Henry the fourth, doth out 


of Median) and others, recite divers accidents and 
events, in feverall fucceeding ages , vnto his oraculous and 
miracplous illuminations, a(cribed to hauc beens forefcene, 
foretold,and knowne. 

If there be truth in thofe Oracles , and ancient fore- 


feeing Revelations , they doe neceffarily inferre the affi- 


ftance of a power , ‘farre {uperiour voto all the power of 
man. Therefore whofocuer doth finde them true, muft 
conclude their Authora Witch or Sorcerer. Neither hath 
the generall reception, or opinion of Authors, beene here-— 
from different, who haue publifhed him the fonne of an /n- 
cubus , or the fonneof a Witch, begotten by the Diuell. 


As it is faid of this ancient time-noted , and age-viewed 


Sorcerer ; fo may be teftified of many other. 

What fhall we indge of thatinfamous woman, amon 
the French, called Joane of Arc, by others loane Pucell de 
Dien? Iobx de Serres, the French Hiftorian, doth report | 


King 


5 
Mhe +h @l a 
7 
Lf 
i 
if 
¢ 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
$ 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


FF FS VS 


with the true Difcouerie thereof. eo 
King(chen Charles the feauenth) and all his Armie and men 
of warre, were open wondering witnefles, and in thofere- _ 


uelations for the moft part , there was found no lefle won- 
drous truth, then true wonder, as faith Serres , although 


{ome others haue iudged her an Impoftereffe only. By her 


fole incouragement , and ftout affurance of fuccefle, built 
ypon miraculous reuclations , the French profperoufly in- 


-countred the viGorious Englith in France, at (euerall times, 


and againft all humane reafon, recouered their in reafon- 


_ynrecouerable,and moft defperate {tanding, euen neere vn- 


to the pit of vtter downefall, with more then vnfpeakeable 
amazement and terrour, vnto the fodainely confounded 
Englith. 
Notwithftanding, at length thee was taken prifoner by 
the Englifh, executed and burnt for her Witch-craft. 
What fhall wee fay or tudge of other the like Authors, and - 


 broachers of fupernaturall reuelations, and predi€tions in 


other times? The fore-mentioned Hiftorian reporteth, 
that a Wizard foretold Duke Biren of hisdeath, and that 
hee fhould dye by the backe blow of a Burguignen, who 
afterward prooued his Executioner, beeing that Coun- 
trey man. 

 (Melanéton out of Carion doeth recite the mentionof 2 
woman,of the order of the Draédes among the Tusgrs,who 
foretold Dioclefian that hee fhould bee Emperour of Rome, 
when he had firft killed a Boare, which prooued afterward © 
one Aper, then an Viurper,which in the Latine tongue fig- 


_nifietha Boare. 


Suetonins writeth of 2 Diuvinour, who long before was 
able to make knowne the death, andthe manner of the 
death, and murder of Julius Cafar. 

Philippe de Commines, in his 8. booke, chap. 19. doeth 
make mention of one Frier Herome , and of his many 
admirable reuelations and predi@ions, concerning the af- 
faires of the King of France, which as from Friers owne 
mouth, hee himfetfe did oft heare , fo with his owne eyes 


hee did witneffe and behold their ifflue true. It was di- 


{puted, 


. 


~ 
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fputed whether in thefe tranfcendent.reuelations the Frier 
* Some Au- -were a * man of God or no, and it is doubtfully there 


Inthefe like revelations and prophecics, reafon cannot 
‘an holy man, butmult acknowledge the manifeft impreffion and 
andaman of {tampe, of more then humane Science or demonftration. _ 
God, Ifit If wee defire or affe& more {pecially toviewe what our — 
may be pro- owne Hiftories athome affotd: who can deny hima Wi- 
ne ard or Witch, who.as Mafter Speede and others teftifie, in 
ceiued 
thofe hisre- the reigne of Richard the V{urper foretold, that vpon the 
uelations fr6 fame ftone where hee dafh his {purre, riding toward Bo/- 
God, Idoe worth field, hee fhould dafh his head in his returne : which 
a prooued accordingly true, when being flaine in barrell, hee 
prooued, that Was carryed'naked ont of the field, and his head hanging 
hee didre- low by the horfe fide behinde his bearer,did {mite vpon the 
ceiue them fame {tone in repaflage, where before in paflage hee had 
-ftrooken his heele and fpurre. 
certainesthat- , What can bedeemed leffe of the Author of that prophe- 
they were of Ci¢in Edward the fourth ; thatis, that * G. fhould murder 
th: Diuell, King Edwards heires, which G. vnderftood of the Duke of 
finceinfuper- 
How can he likewife efcape the iuft fulpition of the fame 
can bé no o- 40unle crime;from whom originally or firft was deriued that 
ther medium. prophecie or prediGion in Henry the fitt, concerning his 
* Speede. fonne, as:yet then vnborne, widelicet, that what Henry of 
Monmouth thould wione (which was Henry the fift) Henry 
of Windfor fhould lofe ( which was: Henry the fixt and his 
fonne) asitafter cametruely topafle? Thefe things asf 
{aid before, doe.neceflarily inferre a power farre (uperiour, 
-yntothe power of man, and therefore prooue their volun- 
tarie vndertakers Witches, or Sorcerers. This docth Bin’ 
feldius imhis Trak , de-Afalef. coufe(fionis, confidently af- 
firme in thefe words, non poffunt ad canfas naturales, 
fed ad Daemons bi effettus , nempe refponfe dare ae eccul- 
tus ferrs, per vevems, per loca remotiffima, That is,thefe things 
can have no relation vnto naturall caules, namely, to giue 
anfwere vnto things hidden from.mnan, to flie in the 
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and the like, but are to be attributed vnto the power of the 

- But here may bee obieéted, that fince it is faid by God 
himfeife, that no man ought toaske of any other Spirit, 
but of God alone , things hidden and vnreuealed to men, 
Ifa.8. verfe 19. before alleadged; and fince for that caufe it 
isnot to be doubted, that many things may be reuealed by 
God vnto men, for this caufe and reafon (I fay ) itmay be 
deemed and obiedéted, that fome of the former revelations 
and prophecies may bee free from the imputation of 
Witch-craft, and Sorcery. 

It is vnanfwerably anfwered to this obieCtion : Firft, 
that all the reuelations and prophecies which are of God, 
are euer publifhed by Prophets,& men of God,immediate- 
ly called by God himfelfe, vntothofe fun€tions and places. 
Secondly, thofe veffels, and feruants of God, which are the © 


publithers of Gods revelations or pophecies, doe cuer a- 
wouch, and openly profe ffe God himfelfe, to bee Author 
@ thereof, from whom they onely claime, and-openly pro- 


claime their immediate, and exprefle warrant and Com-- 


miflion; as appeareth by all the prefixions of their prophe- 
cles : Thus faith the Lord, The Word of the Lord, The 


burden of the Lordy The revelation of Iefus Chrift, and the. 
like. Thirdly, the revelations and prophecies, which are 
thus deriued and fent from God, carry in themfelues fome 
manifeit ftampe of their authority, and power from God, 
in fome fruites or effe@s correfpondent, and anfwerable to 
the nature, will, and pleafure of God, and are dire@ly and 


originally bent, and intended vnto the glory of God, and 
_ the publike weale, and good of his Church, and people. 


By thefe notes, and infallible markes of Gods holy pro- 
phecies and reuelations, may bee evidently difcerned a 
cleere difference ; and diftinG@tion thereof fron diuellifh 


_ predi@ions, and Sorcerous Prognoftications, which there- 


fore cannot fhrowde, or hide themfelues. vnder colour or 
preten(e thereof, being duely and rightly expended. 
It may bee yet further obie&ted, thatfome learned and 
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truely religious feruants of God (though no publike Mi- 
-nifters, of Propheticall funGions or callings ) have had 


fometimes their fpeciall reuelations of fome particular 
things, in which it were not onely manifeftly inturious, but 


plainly & extremely ridiculous to accompt them Witches. 


It is true, and cannot be denyed,that Almighty God fome- 
times, by dreames, fometimes by fecret prodigies, doeth 
admonith fome his private feruants, good and holy men, 
of fome things to come, for their owne priuate and-retired 
reformation, information or better preparation ; not for 
prophane or trifling ends, or vfes, but that any prophecies — 
or revelations, can be of God, that are obfcurely whifpred, 

or caft abroad for fuch vfes, by any vnwarranted or pro- 
phane Authors , without any manifeft warrant, Commif- 
fion or authoritie from God, in the vpright iudgement of 


God of hoftes, is much irreligion , and prophane creduli-. 
tietoauouch, oraftirme. Nay, itis altogether contrary 
and contradiGory, and therefore impofsible to God his 


‘miraculous reuelations, vilions and prophecies, ordinarily, 


or Commonly to ferue, or waite vpon the ordinary ends, or 
vfes of priuate men, fince all true miracles, and miraculous | 
reuclations are euer in their proper naeure, and true end, 
folely attendant vpon God his immediate command and 
Word, vnto his extraordinary workes. To make it there- 
fore ordinary, or athing common, or of cuftomary pra- 
tice, to foretell or giue prediction of things to come, 
neceflarily proceede from the Diuell, fince the gift of true 
prophefie, and the Spirit of true revelation, is not fubie&ed 
to the common or vfudll intentions of men3 neither can | 
profit or commodity, or fale bee made thereof by men at 


their pleafure, asis notwnwonted with all the difciples of 
Stmon Magus, Sorcerers and Witches, in their markets and 


fayres made of their prophecies and reuclations. 

- If then thefe whifpered reuelations cannot bee of God, 

then are they neceffarily of the Diuell. If they proceed 

from the Diuell, then by an ineuitable conclufion, thofe 
men 
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men are his inftruments or organs, by whom or through 
whom they originally flowe, or are deriued vnto men and 


publifhed. It may be yet further obieCted,that in men pof- 
feff:d by the Diuell,as were thofemmen in the Gofpel,whofe 


bodies the Divell did really rend and teare ( in whom hee 


did roare andcricout ) whom hee caft into the middeft of 
the people. It may be (I fay). obicGed, that in thofe pof- 
feffed and the like, there may be reuealed many things hid- 
den from men, without the imputation or iuft opinionof - 
Witch-craft or Sorcerie in them. | 

That this may bee, is manifeft inthe Gofpel, where 
the Diuell in the pofleffed vttered wordes of knowledge 


then hidden from men, but by extraordinary reuelation, 


when hee acknowledged our Sauiour to bee Iefus the 
Sonne of the liuing God. Thiscould not in any pofsibi- 
litie of mans reafon bee knowne vnto the poffefled, be- 
caufe it was then but in part reucaled vnto the Difciples 
themfelues, who were as yet but learners themfelues and 


Scholers of that Diuinitie ; neither had the natorall man, 
or the world as yet fo much as tafted, or fauoured any 


notice thereof. Mafter Per- 
kins his 


The like may bee obie&ted concerning thofe that are difteutauae 


obfeffed. I call them obfeffed, in whofe bodies outwardly wy ech craft 


appearing no extraordinarie fignes or tokens of the Di- chap.3.pag. 
sls corporal! prefidence, or * refidence in them (as was doth di- 


in the poffefled manifeft ) yet are their mindes, vnderf{tan- 


ding, wils, and reafon palpably obferued to bee befieged, fuch with- 


captiued and inchanted, by an extraordinary and more in wkhomthe 


_ thennaturall, orrather an infernal! inuafion of the Diuels Diuell is noe 


illufions, forthe magnifying and aduancing whereof, the 


Diuell doth oft-times mixe and temper them with fome gocth infpire 

rare and wonderfull reuelations,by or through the obfeffed them and 

From thefe obieGions both concerning the poffeffed, h«¢is> as was 

| | the Pytho- 
and alfo the obfeffed, doeth iffue a neceflary fequell, that 
prophecies and reuelations are not alwayes infeparable tippi,Aacs | 
16, 16, 
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It istruely hereto anfwered, that folely and fimply re- 
welations are not fufficient evidences, or convictions of a 

Witch, or Sorcerer, but with difference and diftinGion. 

Supernatural! reuelations vnrequiredly transfuled and 
transferred by the Diuell, doe riot proouve the perfons in 
whom they are found, to bee their owne free or defirous 

Agents in confent therein, but rather properly and truely 

the Diuels Patients, and therefore it cannot be their guile, 

but his intrufion,, vfurpation, and infidiation: but fuper- 
natural] reuelations, in which any man fhall knowingly, 
and delibrately confule with, or inquire at a knowne Spirit, 

- and inioying the free libertie of his will, ndt depraued or 
corrupted by illufions or difeafes, fal] with confent or al. 
lowance thereof entertaine, commerce conference or af- 
filtance of Spirits vnto that purpofe: fuch renelations (I 

. fay) wherefoeuer truely and duely dete&ed, doe demon- 
{tratiuely and infallibly point ona Witch or Sorcerer, by 

what way foeuer hee doe practife with the Diucll, whether 

by coniuration, fpels,or other Magicke rites, or by vulgar 

trading with him, by familiar fpeech and exprefle contrad, 

- “asismoftviuall with vulgar and vnlearned Witches. It is 
not the different manner of contracting, or couenanting 
with the Diuell, that maketha new oradifferent {pecies 
of a Witch, forby what name foever, in what manner fo- 
ever, any man doeth contrac& with the Diuell, hee is a 
Witch or Sorcerer, faith Binsfeldius , and inuocateth the 
Although therefore the poffeffed, or obfeffed, are iufily 

acquite in their revelations and prophecies, becaufe tranf- 
mitted or fent vnrequired, and vnknowingly vnto them, 
yet cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any thing at all ad- 

uantaged, or cleared in his revelations, which are euer de- 
tected to bee both by him affeGed (as is prooned by his 
/ mercinarie fale thereof ) and alfo are fore-thought and 
premeditate, as is euident by his promifed and couenanted 
. wndertaking thereof 5 according to conditions or agree- 
ment. 


That 
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That we may make this point yet more cleere, let vs yet. 
farther examine, and confider what Witch-craft is. Thefe 
are the exprefle wordes of Binsfeldins a Papift Diuine, in 
his traGt de Confeffionibus Sagarum c} Veneficorum. Ve fiat 
maleficium hac trsa concurrant neceffe eft inquit, Deus pers 
mittens, fecnndo Dsaboli poteftas, tertio hominis malefici ve- 
lnntas libere confentiens. That is, vnto Witch-craft three 
things neceflarily concurre: firft God permitting: fecondly 
the Diuell working : thirdly, man thereto confenting or 
yeelding his free-will. Vntothe very fame purpofe, faith 
a learned Proteftant Diuine our countriman, Perkins in 
his defcription of Witch-crafe, including the worke or af- 

-fiftance of the Diuell, the permiflion of God, and a wicked 
art freely practifed by man, and chap. 5. ef his difcourfe 
of Witch-craft, hee pronounceth alfo him a Witch,whofo- 
ever wittingly or willingly confenteth to vfe the aide or 
affiftance of the Diuell, inthe working of wonders:aboue 
the ordinary courfe of nature. I name thefe two Diuines 
onely, becaufe in this particular they feeme to mee tohaue . 
beft fatisfied, and by the common confent both of Papift, 
and Proteftant Diuines, the trueth doeth more vncontro~ 
uerfedly appeare Catholike and firme, moft other learned 
men that I hanefeene on both parts, having generally or 
for the moft part comparatinely beene defedtine. Scaliger 
in his booke de Sabeslstate, confenteth with them both,exer- 
cit. 347. where {peaking of the impoflibilitie, of one man 
hurting another meerely by-bare-wordes, hee hath thefe — 
There is a greater power then wordes faith hee, namely, 
the Diuell doeth the mifchiefe vpon the vttering of fuch 
words; and the foolith fortifh man, that pronounceth or 
vttereth them, fuppofeth that by vertue of his words 1t Is 
done. Ipféigitur agit Damon (inquit) flultus vecors pie 
tat fuis fe verbis agere; vnto the fame effe@ are the words 
of S. eAuguftine, by Magicke Art faith hee; miraclesand 
things aboue nature are brought to pafle, A4sracula 4 
artibys finnt, lib, 3, de ‘The word 
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ie ~ doeth infinuate, orimploy, or include botha Diuell, and 
or miracle, as in the former words of 
Scaliger , alfa the fapernaturall effe& and ‘confequent of 
munibling, argued a power in them aboue the power of a 
meere voyce, or (peech, which therefore faith Scaliger, was 
the Diuell. Ia-both likwife,the will and-confent of man was 
apparent.: Inthe firk;where S. e4ugu/tine calleth Magicke 
Art, that.imployeth a mans:confent, for chat Artes are 
willingly, and wittingly ftudied by man. In the fecond, 
where Scaiger in the mumbling of words of fupernaturall 
effet, affirmeth that the foolifh man who vttered them, 
fuppofed thofe efie&ts to proceed from his words ; his vt- 
tering therefore fuich words, with that expeGtance,prooned 
his liking and gonfent.vnto fuch And thus it is vn- 
doubtedly apparent, by thefe Authors in their defcriptions. 
of Magicke, and Witch-craft,that neceflarily by confent of 
reafon; though not alwayes in exprefle wordes, 1s vnder- 
ftood and included, both fomething fupernaturall, and the 
will and-confent of man thereto, And this may yet bee 
made apparent, by the words of the fame Scahger, Exercit. 
Magi_( ingnit ) fuas effettiones violentias appeHant : 
propteres quod wires fuasfapracas, qua mature ordine fiert vie 
dentur exercent. That ts, Magitians tearme their workes. 
violencies, becaufe they exercife violent force, or power, 
aboue the comfe or order of humane nature. The Magiti- 
_ ans giving names vnto their workes, aboue humane power. 
or nature, and boafting them as their owne, doth prooue 
their free will andconfent. Thofe their workes being f{u- 
pernaturall, doe prooue them to bee of the Diuell, as the 
i very viuall vnderttanding of the word Magitian, whereby 
they are ordinarily tearmed, doeth teftifie. And thus it is. 
manifeft:Firft,that in Witch-craft the effe@ or worke done 
is ‘fupernaturall, aboue the reach'and power of man. Se- 
condly, thatin that worke the Magitian, or Witch, hath 
a willing intereft.. 
« Ard hence now is manifeft alfo, what Witch-craft is, 
‘namely, worke or abouc the nature or power of 
MAN,, 
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man, wherein notwithftanding. is the will, confent, and af- 
fentcof man. This no man can deny, the demonftration 
_beingfoenident. 
now followeth to enquire, how this Witch-craft thall 

bee deteG&ted, or difcouered ; Secondly, how fhall mans 
free will, or confent therein be difcouered. YVnto the firft, 
is eafily anfwered , videlicer, the fupernaturall worke or 
effe& doeth appeare by it felfe, when it is manifeft and ap- 
parent aboue the nature, reach, and power of man, fuch 
as are diuers effets and workes formerly mentioned. Vn« 
to the fecond I anfwere, that mans free will, good will,con- 
fent, affent, or allowance therein is difcouered by the fame 
true actes or meanes, whereby any man his-confent or af- 
fent is vfually difcouered, indi&ed, and arraigned in the 
cafe of Treafon, Murder, Fellonie. 

Incafe of Treafon, Murder, Fellonie, confent is difcoue- 
red in vfuall courfe and practife of the Law, either by fome 
manifeft a& promoting or furthering thofe wicked intents, 
or by conniuence therein : by wilfully not feeing, or by fi- 
lence,ornotrevealing, | 
As therefore in thofe hainous crimes tuftly ; fo in this 
Treafon againft God, and adherencevnto his. enemie 
the Diuell, in like manner any man his wicked affent, con- 
_ tent, or good liking, isto be traced and difcouered by any | 
a& tending vnto the promoting thereof, by hisconniuing, 


sg willingly concealing, or filence: For asin cafe of Treafon, 


Murther , Fellgnic, whefoeuer permitteth or admitteth 
any of thofe crimes, whofoeuer only confenteth thereto, 
connineth, keepeth counfell, or concealeth, ts inftly by the 
law held, iudged, and condemned as a Traytor, Murderer, 
or Fellon himfelfe ; So by the fame equitie and reafon in 
. high Treafon againft God (fuch as is Witch-craft and ad- 
hering vntorhe Diuell his enemie) whofoeuer fhall confent 
_ thereto, conniue, or giue allowance is certainly a Witch 
himfelfe, and guilty of Witchcraft. This is the reafon why 

all Writers, with one confent doe as well holdand con- 
demne for Witchcraft the tacit contra& as the exprefic. 
Wherein 


¥ 
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swhertein in expreffe tearmes vocally any man couenanteth 
with the Diuell, or contra&eth. A tacit contract is,when 


mantaketh vpon him todoe,, that by naturall caufes, 


which caufes are allowed no fuch effeéts in courfe of na. 
ture, nor yet are allowed vntoany fuch effets befide the 
courfe of nature ; Either by God, his Word, or by the 


‘Ordinances of hisGhurch. Tothis effe@ expreffely faith 


Binsfeldius lib. de Confeff. )alefic: Sagarum: Tacite 
(snqust ) inuocatur Demon quoties quis contendst illud , facere 
per caufes naturales, qua nec virtute fuanaturals,neque ex Di- 


pina, aut Eoclefiaflica poffuntiilud facere. Tothe famepur- 


pole faith Perkins vap. 5. of his difcourfe of Witch.crafr, 
giving allowance, faith he, vnto meanes not allowed by 
God maketh a Witch. That there-are fuch effe&ts, the 
fame Author doth inftance in another place, in thefe 
words, Referri(inquit ) now poffunt ad caufas naturales fed ad 
Damonas hi effettus, ferri per acremdare refponfa de occulty 


 Thatis, thefeeffeG&s cannot be referred vnto any naturall. 


caufes but ynto the power of Diuels, namely,to flye inthe 
ayre, to reueale things hidden fromman. For this cavfe 
alfo faith Perkins, Diuiaing of things tocome peremptoti- 
ly, convinceth the Author a Witch. 

Fo conclude therefore, whofoeuer taketh vpon him 
doe thefe things, or the like, and cannot iuftifie them done 
according vnto the vertue or power of naturall caufes, or 
(if befides courfe of nature) cannot prooue or warrant 
them to beof God, neither by his Word ,; nor Ordinance 
of his Church, that man isa Magitian, a Witch, or Sorce- 
rer. But here itis requifite, and fit that men doe di- 
flinguifh betweene things vnwarrantably done befide 
courfe of nature; and therefore neceflarily to be tryed 
and iudged by thofe rules of Gods Word, and Church. 
And betweene thofe things , which are likewife vnwarran- 
tably done, but are aboue the courfe of nature,yet are like« 
wile to be tried by the fame rules, and limits of Gods 


~“Foras befides conrfe of nature are many things, as Sa- 


craments. 


i 
4 
3 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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-eraments,rites, Ceremonies. Which are to haue allowance 
of theix being from the fame limitations , or elfe are to be 
condemned. Sothere are things aboue nature as miracles, 
whichalfoare to haue their allowance , and approbation 
by theformerrules. 
It followeth therefore neceffarily from hence, that 
whatfoeuer fupernaturall effe&, or aboue the power, or na- 
ture of man doth happen, and is not warranted or allowed 
- by God, his Word, or Church, that certainly is of the Di- 
vnell. Ifitbeof the Divell, then whofoeuer doth allow, 
yeeld his good will, confent, or by any way or meanes , or 
art doth promote or further, it isa Witch, as he whoin 
Treafon, or Murther,conniueth or confenteth, is a Traytor — 
or Murderer as is aforefaid. That a fupernaturall worke, 
oran efte@ aboue nature , isto be held Diabolicall, is not 
only prooued by examination and triall of God,his Word, 
and Church, but reafon it felfe doth alfo demonftrate it. 
Euery fupernaturall effe&, hath a fupernaturall caufe. 
_ Every fupernaturall caufe is God, or the Diuell,there being 
no meanebetweene , but one or the other. Good Angels 
or fpirits doe worke their fupernaturall effe&s alfo or a- 
boue nature , but thofe their fupernaturall workes are al- 
waies direGed and commanded by God, and therefore are 
of God, and carrie withthem evidence immediate from 
God. All fupernaturall workes that are -of God, are war- 
ranted from God. Therefore whatfoever fopernaturall 
_worke cannot be warranted of God, is of the Divell. Whe- 
ther it may be warranted tobe of God, will appeare cafily 
by the former limitations and rules. If therefore a fuper- 
naturall worke appeare not to be of God, by the former li- 
Mitations, and examination; then is it certainly of the D1- 
‘uell. By neceflary confequence, therefore of reafon it fol- 
loweth, that whofoeuer ynto any (uch effe& or worke, thus 
demonftratiuely difcouered to be of the Diuell, doth give 
any allowance or confent, though neuer fo tacitly, or clofe- 
ly, yea though ignorant ofthe qualitie or degree of the fin, 
yet in his rath and vnaduifed - inconfiderate ycelding or 
| 2 cone 
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conniuing therein, he isguiltie, acceflary,and avery Witch 
himfelfe , as is aforefaid.in cafe of Treafon , and the like 
grievous offences againit a Prince or State. For the igno- 
rance of the law excufeth ho man, yea and tn this particu. 
lar, So many faire dire&ions by learned Writers giuen, 
doth leaue men inexcufable, and naketh ignorance wilfull, 
and refolute, and excladeth eafie pardon. Neither canthe 
moft fimple ignorance iuftifie any man, although it may 
qualifie the degree or grieuoufneffe of punifhment. 

If thislaw feeme ftri& and hard. Let men confider 
the greatnefle, and gricuoufieffe of the finne , and the 
pernicious confequence thereof. Which iuftly doth vrge, 
and impofe the neceflary ; fearefull rigour, and {triGineffe 
of thelaw. The neceflitie and equicie hereof is apparent 
in cafe of high Treafon aforefaid againft a Prince,or State, 
wherein viually they who are fimply,or ignorantly drawne, 
or vfed , or are inftruments in any fort , to further or pro- 
mote the mifchiefe,are as well lyable vnto the feuere inqui- 
fition,and terrible cenfure of the law, as are they who were 
the maine plotters and contriuers. Witchcraft is high 
_ Treafon againft God himfelfe, a combining, and adhering 
vnto his enemie the Diucll, a defperate renouncing of God © 
and all goodnefle, and a worthip of Diuels. In chis abomi- 
nabje finne therefore, in any kinde or fort , in any manner 
ot action, to befriend, aide or conuince is no lefle then high — 
Treafon again{t God alfo, wherein as well the acceffarie as 
‘the principall are beth guiltie.. Whofloeuer therefore fhall 
in matter of this high nature or danger , dare or hazard to 
doe any thing that may be queftioned or iuftly fufpeGed in 
that kinde, or to tend thereto, cannotbe by his ignorance 
ThusT obieGions doubts and impediments remooued, 
let vs build a newer-deceiuing , and inviolate conclufion 
concerning Witches, vpon this neuer-failing nor fhaken 
foundation: thatis, all fypernaturall workes revelations 
or prophecies whatfoever, that iffue not either immediate- 
ly, and manifeftly from God himfelfe, or from his Word _ 
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or Church allowed (the proofe and touchftone whereof 


hath beene before touched, and briefel ydeclared)orfrom 


the Diuell in the ignorant pofleffed or obfeffed, or are not 
counterfeit and impofturous (which is likewife elfe-where 
in che due place confidered) al] other reuclations or works 
(I fay) whatfoeuer, not excepted nor included in one of 
thefe, are vndoubtedly iffuing from Witches and Sorcerers, 
and are certaine and demonttratiue proofes and evidences 
of Witch-craft and Sagcery , in whom they are originally 
firftdete&ted. Andthus how Reafon doth cull and draw 
forth a Witch or Sorcerer, hath beene cleared 


and declared. 


— 


CHAP, VIII. 
Of diners kindes and manners, wherewm Sorcerersand Witches, 
receine knowledge from Spirits, 


 § Almightie God hath out of the Text before men. 

b tioned, J/asab 8. in general} made euident, who is in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer: fo hath he in other places 
of Scripture manifefted fome of their feucrall kinds , ac- 
cording tothe different fhapes and formes, in which they 
doe enquire at Spirits for their knowledge and reuejations. 
This is apparent out of che 18. chap. of Deunteronomie, 
verfe 10, Let none bee found amongft you that vfeth 
Witch-craft. What Witch.craft is, was before out of 


the Prophet J/aiah declared. 
Now in this place doth follow the enumeration of fome 


of the {peciall or particular fhapes in which they fhroud 
themfelues. Let none be found among you ({aith.the Pro-. 
phet) that vfeth Witch-craft : and immediatly after doth- 
adde thofe particular formes in whichthey enquire: Are. 
sarder of times : a marker of the flying of fowles : a Char-. 
aSooth-fayer , or that asketh counfell of the dead. 
As therefore before we prooued , that the infallible true 


“note of a Witch in generall, and in common yntoall Wit-. 
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ches, and Sorcerers, of what kinde fo euer, is to be enqui- 
red atin things hidden from men (as is-likewife by thofe 
words of Suulapparent, Sém. 1. chap. 28. verfe 7. Seeke 
mee a woman that hatha familiar Spirit, that I may goe to 
her andaske of her:) fo here inthis text are reckoned vp 
fome of their feverall fhapes, by which in true and found 
reafon, and the due confequent thereof , we may confider— 
and many other, though not herenumbred,or men- 
tioned, 

_ For fince the common and infeparable figne or marke of 
Witches is certainely made knowne to bee, the praGife of 
reuealing vnto men that enquirg thofe things which are 
hidden from men, and onely reuealed by Spirits : it follow-— 
eth by neceflarie confequent , that not onely thofe which 
are here {pecially nominated , inthat fhape of marking of 


the flying of fowles, or of charming,or of raifing the dead, 


but alhother whatfoeuer , in what other fhape fo ever that. 
is, hath, or can be deuifed, that fhallbe found to practife or 
vndertake to be enquired at , andtogiue anfwer and reue- 
lation of things feparated from the knowledgé of man, and 
which God hath hidden from men, and therefore hath for- 
bidden by Spiritsto be made knowneto men; all fuch (I 
fay) in what fhape foeuer, as well in thefe kinds here na- 
med, are, according to the generall note of a Witch, to be 
iudged Witches and Sorcerers. 
For as the holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed 


out ynto vs fome few kinds, asa light onely voto all the 


reft : fo may common experience by thefebring others vn- 
to our view,and all ages haue vpon the records of time and » 
Hiltorie, left vnto fucceeding pofteritie,many fhapes more 
of memorable and famous Witches, not onely in thefe — 
fhapes and formes fhrowded , which are here mentioned | 
but in many other. 
Befides thofe kinds therefore, which here the holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, let vs take a fhort view of fome o- 
ther, which are in other fhapes found (fince all are in their 
common kinde and nature the fame. )It isne ftrange vine 
that 
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hatinthe fhape, and wnder the pretenfe of Aftrologie , Aftcologers. 
ome men hauchiddenforcerous praGtife, and performing = = 
nder the colour thereof {uch things as were onely in the 
power of Spirits , haue thereby cleerely manifefted , that 
they deriued and borrowed them of Spirits. Saxe Grams. 
maticus, in his hiftorie de rebus Danicis, doth make menti- 
on of afort of Wizards, who would vndertake for gaine,to 
foretell the certaine ftate and conftitution of weather to- 
come fo afluredly , thatthey would vfually fell vnto 
chants profperous and fortunate windes , whenby aduerfé 
and oppofite gales they were deteyned from their intended 

This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vn- 
tothat whichin Denter. 18. verfe 10.-is noted by a regat» 
der of times, which perhaps may alfo not vnaptly be vo- 
detRood a (Magical 4 ftroleger. His performance aboue 
the nature and power of his Arc, of that whichis onely in 
the power of aSpirit, doth. both detect the Diuell tobe 

uefe Author of the workes, and the other tobe alfo guil- 

That the profeffors of Affrelogse haue in former. ages 
vnto Affrolegse ioyned this diuellith skilland cuftome;: as 
alfo other kinds of Diabolical! Diuinations, plainely doth 

Firh, by the word of God, Daniel 2. verfe2. wherewith 
the Aftrelogers,the Caldeans, Magicians, Sorcerers and En= 
| Secondly, itdoth appeareby the Lawes, whielibythe 
Romane Emperours were ‘prouided againft thémioyntly: 
together, with Caldeans, Magicians , and Southfayerss 
The words of one ancient Law are , Nemo Arufpicem coms 
ulat, aut Af athematicum, nemo Ariolum, Caldeum, Magus 
that is, let ic beenaGted or ordered that no man aske coun- 
of a South-fayer , a Mathematician, an Aftrologer; 


Disn in the 27, booke of Hiftorie, doth make mention = 
of Aftrologers, who by diuellith skill praGtifed and 
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deSacromor That thishath beene no new vpftart cuftome, the multi 


Plant. Tralli- founder of Method and Art, + Fiippecrates, Diofcorsats, 
anus,lib,9. © Theopbrafieg, with other fucceeding Ancients, doe gent 
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* Thisskinde fend the: Diuell to prefeor *dreamies voto men the 


ef Diuell is fleepe; for which caule Taberins the Emperour 


called, him&lfevpon fuch Aftrologers, though: ocherwife hin. 
 felfe a great friend andtoner of Aftrologie. Sir Chriffophn 

, Heydoninhis defence of iudiciall Aftrologie doth outo 
*Pageaz,  Ofsander recite this diflinGion of Aftrologie : * Afrolegi 
«pura qua nibil haber de Adagia, that is, Aftrologie that is nor 
mixed, nor jntermedieth with Magicke. Whereby is’ ne: 
ceffarily concluded, that Aftrology may.be, and fometime 

is impure.and defiled with Magicke and Sorcerie. In othe 

_ places of the fame worke, he maketh a difference beeweets 

*Paseag, Aftrologers * fimply, and {uch as. with Aftrologie ioyned 
Magicke.’ And out-of Brentins he reciteth thefe words, 
Non.negat Fitersmias parte Aftrelogia » qua fequitu 

manifeshas watura rationes; that is, the Prophet Jerem 

doth not deny or condemne that part of Aftrologie, whic 

is gpided by manifeft reafon or caufe in nature. Hereby 

then is ynayoidably concluded, that the Prophet of Gol 
condempethhat part of Aftrologie, which exceedethcaf 
fes and reafon in nature, and that neceflarily muft needs bi 
Sorcery-and Magicke. As it isnot obfcure, that fome men 
vnder the colour of Aftrologie haue pratifed Magicke ant 
Sorcery sfaiis it:no lefle evident 5. that many others, 
the pretenfe of aduifing and counfelling in Phy ficke, For 
curation'or Prognoftication of difeafes; haue likewilect- 


«Hipp. libro the fare dinellith 


bo de Magis. tude of difeafes, which ancient times doe regifter to hau 
6 Diofcor. li. heene cured by enchaunted Sp-ls, and words, and Magick 
skill, doeth.plentifully witnefle: The moft anciene fathe 
Rusde Lift, Of @lkPhyficke and Phyficions, the incomparable worthy 


ik tally. all: acknowledge the force and, power of ical 
de Medica  CUtation. Galen in his younger time gaue nocredit tere 
Homeritra- butin the more aged ‘experience of right obferdation 
 hedesth acknowledge it. I will not ftuffe this finall Tice 


verge. 
get 


| 

| 
| 


with the true Difconerie thereof. 
eife with the particular citation of euery Author: Late 
 Phyficians alfo of the beft and moft choife nore, doe here- 
in, with former.ages confent and concurre; and experience 
Whofoeuer is acquainted with bookes and reading, thail 
euery where meete a world of the wonders of cures, by 
wordes, by lookes, by fignes, by figures, by charaéters, 
and ceremonious rites. As what the praGifle of former 
ages hath beene is manifeft; fo what our:age-and later 
time doeth herein afford; is almoft no wherein this king- 
dome obfcure. The neereft vnto that impudence, which 
herein this our time doeth produce and fet foorth,. is that 
hiftory of a Germane Witch, reported in the 
There was(asthe Author of that worke faith) fometime 
a Sorcerefie in Germany, who vfually cured not onely all 
that were bewitched, but all kinde: of difeafed peopte, fo 
farre beyond all power or:courfe of Artand Nature; and a 
with fuch facility, that allvfeof the Artof Phyficke,; orof 
_~ Phyficions was altogether ( for atime ) neglected and for- 
faken; while people from all Countries, both necreand 
remote, infach numbers and frequence reforted vnto her, 
that the Gouernour of that Countrey impofing vpon eue- 
ry man one penny that reforted vnto her, thereby raifed 
What others among the moft ancient Author, that are q 
not Phyficians doe publith, concerning the power of in- 4 
cantations in the curing of difeafesis neediefle to write. 
Hee that hath read any few lines of old Homer, or-of di- | ; 
uers other aged Poets, fhall finde plentifull record hereof. 
Herodotus is. not filent herein. But to omit all their need- 
lefle teftimonies, Phy ficians of thefe laft times, of the moft 
eminent note and worth (whofe pennes are yet fcarcedric) 
doe witneffe the tructh hereof from their owne knowledge, 
fight and experience. Aboue the reft, Ferneliusde Abditi 
rerum caufis,is worthy any mans painesorview. 
Let vs now laftly. fee what may bee colie&ed out of the 
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booke of God, concerning the power of the Diuellincu- | 
ring difeafes, fromwhom all chefe inferiour Agents, Wit- 
ches and Sorcerers doe derive their power and skill. If te 
bee in his power, where God docth permit, to induce dif- 
cafes, itmuft needes bee in his power to ceafe or calme dif- 
eales ; becanfe both caufing and curing , confift in the . 
vertue.and force of the fame meanes. Hee therefore that 
knoweth how and by what caufe the difeafe is induced, — 
docth neceflarily vnderftand; that by the remouallof that 
canfe it is cured, and according to that rule can equally, 
aswell by remouall of that caufe, cure, as by the indui- 
on of the caufe bring fickeneffe. For this reafon it isa max- 
ime in Phyficke infallible,that he is. the moft excellent Phy- 
fician, who knoweth beft the caufes of difeafes, and who 
vpon the knowledge of their true caufesdoeth found the 
rightmethodoftheircuration | | 
. Fhat the Diuell doeth both know the caufes of difeafes, © 
and alfo how by them‘to procure and produce difeafes, is i 
manifeft by the Fliftory of Job,vpon whom he broughtthac 
gricuous generall botch and byle, ouer all his body, lob] _ 
chap. 2. verfe 7. That hee did thisby the force of caufes . 
. innature, muft needes bec evident. Firft, becaufe hee is 4 
creature, andfubie& and limited by nature vnto and with: 
io her lifts; and therefore is not able abfolutely and fimply 
without caufes and meanes in nature,to produce any effects 
in nature, although our ignorance of his power and know- | 
ledge ( becaufe-tt fo farre excelleth our power or nature ) 
doeth call all his workes inftly fupernaturall. Secondly,for 
that byles and botches are knowne haturall difeafes ; and 
therefore had naturall caufes, although haply yvnknowne — 
to any man,.and beyond the nature of knowledge or skill 


Creatioeft Thefe reafons of the Diuels impoffibilitie , to worke 
conftitutio thofe effe&s without nature, are thus yet more briefly-and 
Cleerely made infallible. Of * nothing fimply to produce 
deSube Exe, 20Y thing vnto atrue being and exiftence, isthe fole and 
3 proper worke of any infinite Creator, and impofsible vnto 
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any creature. Therefore the Diuellbeing a creature, could 
not bring thofe difeafes vpon 7ob , but by created meanes 
preexifting in created nature, in which he iscontained and 
limited. And thus much concerning that kinde of Witch 
and Sorcerer, which 1s enquired at concerning the curing 
and if ue of difeafes, which we will conclude with this note, 
that all learned men of the beft experience haue obferued ; 
that in thofe cures by Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell 
hath neuer perfe@ly healed, but for a time ; or elfe where 
hee hath feemed moft perfe&ly co cure, it hath beene for 
a referuation of the body by him cured, vnto a greater and 
further mifchiefe in time to fucceede. Befides, this kinde 
of Witch, by meanes vnknowne to man, or by a fuperna- 


turall vertue in knowne meanes, aboue and beyondtheir _ 


nature, vndertaking to cure the ficke, or to foretell the 
euent and iflues of difeafes,there is alfo another kind which 
docth vndertake to bee enquired at for extraordinary reue- 
Tation of fuch difeafed perfons,as are bewitched or poflefied 
by the Diueil. This kinde is not obfcure, at this day fwar- 
ming in the Kingdome, whereof no man can bee ignorant 
who lufteth to obferuethe vncontrouled libertie and licenfe 
_ of openand ordinary refort in all places vnto wife-men,and 
wife-women, fo vulgarly termed for their reputed know- 
ledge concerning fuch difeafed perfons as are fuppofed to 
But it may bee obie&ted , that many of thefe two laft 
mentioned forts are rather deceiuers, and Impoftors onely, 
who by an opinion of this power, and not by any reall 


power herein, doe deceiue, feduce, and beguile the people. 


This cannot in fome be denied : notwithftanding leaft im- 
Pious impofture bee ftill tolerated to bee a couert tohide | 
the manifeft diuellith pra@ife of Witches, voder pretenfe 
thereof ( whereby it hall ever continue in this fhape neg- 
le&ted or vnfpied ) I will both briefely give fatisfaction - 
how the one may bee diftinguifhed from the other, and 
allo declare how men ceafing to enquire at Diuels and 

Witches, or Impoftors , may learne to enquire of their 


Wifemen and 
> Wifewomen. 
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Godalone, and by the light of nature and reafon ( which 
hee hath giuen vnto them) in his feare, with his allowance 
and approbation, more truely and certainely informe 


themf{clues. 


mr AP. IX. 


Of Wixards and ImpoStors, low they differ frem Witches.’ 


Ow Witch-craft in diuers kinds may, according to 


7 H euidence of reafon, be dete&ed, hath beene before 
) # made manifeft. How impofture may be difcouered 


(fenfe there isfo good vie and neceflitie of the diftin@ion 
thereof, for the more perfect feparating and fetting a part. 
of Witch-craft by it {clfe) wee will likewile briefly make 


manife ft. 2 


*Qui oculos . * The Impoftor is he who pretendethtruth , but inten. 


_deth falthood. For this caufe fometimes wnder an holy pre- 
pro alits 


ia otten- vemle, he maketh God the* Author of his vnholy preftigi- 


cantes ,ii pre- ation, and flandereth God vnto his face, fometimes to be 


ftiviatores ab reputed an > Angell of light,he maketh himfelfe a licenfe to 


anriquis ditt counterfeit the Diuell. He prepofeth it his trade to feduce, 


oe and liveth by lying.Sometimes in fhew and pollicitation he 
abeowity. isa Witch but in the performance of the greater finne hee 


cuodadulteri- issefiz iuft, and inthe perfonate refemblance folely a lug- 
nas mercesy Jer, For asthe Witch performeth that whieh intrue , and 
eerie, Vi “al infallible reafon is tranfcendent and abone nature ; fothe 
Impoftor performeth that which im falfe and fallible reafon 
dicunwr ver- and opinion, onely feemeth parallel 


futi & fallaces Hence as Witches doe firange and {upernaturali workes, 
a and truely vnto reafon worthy of wonder ; fo the Impoftor 


eileerinias! pro doth things voide of accomptable reafon, in fhadow, thew, 


veris fuppo- aud feeming onely fupernaturall na wondred and admired ; 
Us, 


b Col, 2-230 for another. 
* See Reginald Scot in his difcouerie of Witch. 


and the {elfe (ame finne. 


nunt,AccurG-- And hence it commeth to pafle, that withvndifcerning — 
i" Ephef ie mindes, they are fometimes miftaken and confounded * on 


sraft,wherein regard of the feeming* 
Tikenefie of Impoftures and Wirch-ctaft, erroncoufly he confoundeth them as one 
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From hence it is alfo neceffarily concluded ,that as Witch- 
craft is difcouered by a: fupernaturall worke aboue reafon, 
whereto the Witches confent is acceflary; fo an Impoftor: 
is dete@ed by a worke voideof accomptable reafon, butin 
a deceiving falfe Vifar or fhew, wherewith the purpofe and 
intention of the Deceiuer or Impeftor doth concurre. As 
therefore the fufpe&ed Witch istyed to anfwere vnto any 
iuft doubt, which may beedire@ly vrged againft his or her 
manifeft voluntary ation, that is prooued fupernaturall : fo 
jsatruely doubted Impoftor bound to give fatisfaion, for 
fuch his ambiguous aGions, as doe in likely reafon appeare 
fraudulent, vaine, preftigious, tuggling, couzening, or de- 
ceiuing. And thus fhall each appeare in-hisowne true fhape 
apart. Of diuers kinds of Witchcrafc, I haue before pro- 
duced examples. | 
I may here likewife very pertinently,for further illuftrati- Examples 
on, propofe fome examples of Impofture in generall , that of f pee 
the odioufneffe of this foule finne may appeare more foule, /fure in ge- 
theougty face thereof may bemore fully difconered. 
= Among multitude of examples, I will recite onely fome 
few, whereof fomeconfift in lewd and -guilefull contriue- 
ment of ation, other in the bewitching power of falfe pro- 
phecies reuelations,prediGions,and prognoftications. 
Concerning the firft , who can be ignorant of the impi- Example 1.. 
ous and infamous Impoftures of AZabomet, who by guile- 
full counterfeit miracles, and: pretended angelicall illumi- 
nated workes , firft magnified and fetvp that heathenifh 
* Empire , and Religion of the blafphemous Turkes? 
The Hiftory of Sebafféan, the pretended PortugallKing; 2. 
as it is fet forth by Johnude Serres , according to Matter * Polidorus 
Grimftones tranflation thereof ¢ ifhe were. true Impoftor Virgil lib. 7. 
indeede, and were not iniuriovfly traduced , and blurred“? 
with vndeferued reproch): is an incomparable exampie , a- 
bone and beyond many other. I will referre my Reader to | 
If we defire more neere or domefticall examples herein, | 
dshold, in the raigne of Henry.the feuenth , *.a boy of * Speede. 
meane 
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‘ftor, ftiling himfelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of 


| 


in the raigne of Edward the fourth, his brother 6207s 
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meane parentage, through impofturous machinations op. 
pofed , fetvpand crowned King in Ireland , againft that 
famous and renowned Prince Henry the fcuenth , putting 
in great danger of his lifeand crowne of England. 
Inthe late raigne. of Queene AZary, there arofe an Impo. 


the progrefle of that Impoftor (if it had preuailed) who 
knoweth not ? The manifeft wrongs,iniuries, and impeach. 
mentsalfo from counterfeit prophecies , revelations , and 
predictions, ifuing not only vnto priuate men and families, 
but vnto Kingdomes, Empires, and Common-weales, are 
infinite. | 

Julian,an Empereur of Rome , though otherwife a migh- 
tie and learned Prince, and valiant fouldier, by a prophecie 
of an Impoftreffe or fceming Pythoniffe, promifing his 
conqueft , and triumph ouer the Kingdome of Per/ia, was 
thither haftened vnto his deferued death , and the ven. 
geance of God vpon his infamouse4poffafie, 

It is reported by Johnde Serres , the French Cronicler, 
that the power and force of fome pretended revelations, 
and vifions of a young Shepheard , in the raigne of Charles 
the feuenth King of France, wasfopreualent, that it per- 
{waded Pothon that great and famous French Capraite, 
with the Marfhall of France,to arme and incounter che then 
victorious Englifh inthe bowels of that Kingdome; by 
which vnaduifed attempt, the French were fupprifed and 
taken by the Englith. 

It is recorded by the fame Author, that one eAMarti 
Brofier, counterfeiting the fits and paflions of fuchas wet 
pofleffed, in fhort time became fo powerfull in illufion, tht 
fhe miniftred much matger of wonder and amazement , not 
onely vnto priuate men , but vnto the Kings Counfell ; © 
Preachersin pulpits, yea vnto the whole Parliament, vutil 
the counterfeit Diuell induring fome punifhment and tt 
ftraint, forfooke his pretended poffefsion. 

If wee require examples in our owne countrey , behol, 


Duke 


| 
Ae 
| 
| 
; 
| 


enen by the allowance of his brother King, vpon the feare 


of avaine and flying prophecie, that G. of King Edwards 


heires fhould be the murtherer. 
In the time of Afenry the eight, the holy Maide of ‘Kent 


by her feeming miraculous reuclations, deceiuing not one- 
ly the common fort , but cuen diners learned and fome 


men of the beft ranke, and prime note, ftirred vp in the 
King great iealoufie, and feare of his Crowne and fafety, 
as by the records of her attaindour doeth appeare, where- 


in doeth ftand prooued and fentenced her creafon-fome 


impofture of dangerous confequent,if it had-obtained 

In the fame kings raigne,the bewizching efteeme,credit, 
and hope-of force & vertue in counterfeit predi€tions, and 
pretended reuclations, whet the ambitious heart of Ed- 


ward * Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, firtt into high x 


Treafon , and to reach at the Crowne, and after from 
thence thruft him headlong er headlefie into his graue. 

_ Intheraigne of Edward the'fixt, there was a prophecie 
divulged from the mouth of fome pretended Wizard ; by 
which the coniuration 8f Kett, and thofe Worfolke Rebels, 


washartned and encouraged to proceede in their rebellion 
and outrage, vato the great danger and damage of the 


Kingdome, and in-the end vnto their owne deftrnétion: 


That blind pretended prophecie, in the infidiation of vaine | 
and credulous mindes, was fomewhat like ynte that ambi- x 


guous Oracle inthe Poet. 


Aio, te Racida Romanos vincer e pofie's 
d S4, the fe of the Romane power guell.’ 


This Oracle may on either fide indifferently , either ac- 
tiuely or pafliuely-bee vnderftood. ‘Like vnto 1¢ was that 


preftigious prophecie, which the rebellious MVorfelcians 


with their Kerttrufted: = 


with the true Difcoueriethertof. 
* Duke ef Clarence, was haftened-vnte his vntimely death, * Speede, 
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‘Hob, Dic; and Hic with clubbes and clouted fouome; 
hak fil Daflin- dale bodies foot. 


The Rebels nderftanding thisb! indereuelationjor pre- 
diGion, concetning the vidtory wherein they themfelues 
fhould bee Agents and not Patients, (as afterward their 
owne rnine did truely interpret it)and dreaming the filling 
vp of the Daffin-dale to be intended of other mens dead 
bodies, and normcheir owne., where thereby incited with 
furious courage,vntothe hazardof the kingdomeand their 
natiue Country, vntilitheir owne mangled and flaughtered 
carcafes became butchered fpeGacles, and monu- 

- 

Ids How many other fearefull and horrid ereafons hane bin 
built and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impo- 
ftures ? To recite the damages and wrongs done vnto pri. 
...9 men-by impofture in manifold kinds, were infinite. 
* Speede, What thonid wee mention Prior * Bolton “OfS*.. Bartholo 
: mewes in London, who in the raigne of Fleury the eight, vp- 
on the impreffion of an renter World floud, grounded. 
vpon miraculous f ions, ridiculoufly buil- 
deth himfeife an houfe or teatt ont hill, | 
faue himfelfe from drowni 
What mighty terrors did wicked pre. 
diGions of itrange events in the admirable yeere 88. ftrike 

. into the common people or vulgars of England? from. 

whence; what different diftrections in many priuatemen 
Philippe de did bring foorth, torelate, were i{t matter of profound 
laughter. What ‘tranflationsof dwellings, peregrinations 
into other Countries, exchange of inheritances for mo- 
out Englith nies, and other-ridiculous extrawagant molitions did 
Nationfor approach of that yeere diuerfly prepare ?_ I will not wafte 
the multitude paper in any more * particular recitals: Our larerage 
fying time hath not beene barten of many-wicked and tharmefull 
| fruices of impofturous prophecies, hane they alto: 


phecies in 
this Kinde, efcaped the eye of northeblutre of infamy 
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with the true Difcoueriethertof.. 9s 

written in their names and chronicled memory. And al- 
though many impoftures (becaufe praGifed vpon private 
and more obfcure perfonages ) are lefle knowne.and pubii- 
flied then fuch as are committed againft Princes and States, 
and therefore are more remarkeable in the eyes of all men, 
yet are they both equally in their natures pernicious. Ic 
were net now impertinent from the declarationefthemif 
chiefes of impofture in generall, to defcend vntofome {uch - 
particular, as are praGifed vnder the lying pretenfe and 
falfe colour of a tranfcendent and Magicke vertue. In ex- 
amples of this kinde, Reignald Scott doeth ouer-abound in Eyamples of 
his difcouery. I haue my felfe noted and knowne fome impofture 
men (I could fay fome men of the Clergie ) who to draw vader colour 
wonder and cuftome vnto their praGife in Phy ficke(where- 
in Sacriligioufly they fpend their beft and chiefe time and a ™ 
howers, with open negle& of God and his fernice,.) I~ 
know fome I fay, who are not afhamed prophanely and 
moft irreligioufly, to affect among vulgars, to.gaine the 
opinion of skill.in Coniuration, Magicke ,,‘and Diuell- 

By this impofturous Art or deuice many yeeres toge- 
ther (not among men Religious, Orthodoxe, or iudiciout- 
ly learned) but among vulgars, and fometimesalfo among» 
fome great'and mighty men ) they hane become vnwor- — 
thily magnified Phyfitions, aboue other farre more wor- 
thy, and perferming fometimes, fome things. praife yor- 
thy (as is oft-times contingent vnto the: meaneft praGi-° 
fers) they: ftill gaine countenance, and time torobbe God. __ 
of the firft fruites of theirtime, ftrength, and labours, and | 
the Church of their more requifite maine {tudy and im- 
ployment. It is not ynknowne how common it is among 
thefe men, to profefle the ereQing of figures, the-giuing of 
anfweres'ag Wizards, the revealing. of things hidden, ase 
Magitians, vnto the great difhonour of God, the fhameof 
the Church, the Lawes and Kingdome. How vfuall itis - 
with many other Iuglers and Mountibankes, by the re- 
putation .of Witches impofturonfly to promife, and vn- 
L 2 dertake 
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76 Trial of Witchcraft, 
dertake mitaculous curations, and Prognoftications of 
difeafes and their iffues, is not: vnknowne vnto any com- 
mon obferuer ; wherein, for breuitie fake, and to auoide 
confufion, andthe crambe or iteration of the fame things. 
Iwill referre the Reader to a former manuell, called The 
difcoucry of Erroneous prattifes sn Phificke, where although, 
by reafon of my abfence beyond and befide thes Errata; 
many errours both in fome words-andfenfe, doe ftillree 
“maine; yet there-are: many things-in this kinde worthy 
ib notice.. Read page 71, the Treatife of Wizards ; likewife, 
4] in the fecond marginall note of the page 53. an Hiftory of 
_. @Chirurgeon, famous in curing fuch as were bewitched :. 
page 109. r10.111. an Hiftory of impoiture, 
-ynder the colour and pretenfe of the infpeCtion and iudg- 
ing Of Vrines: and likewife, page 60.-and from thence vn- 
to the end of that whole Chaprer. There is a very rare, 
but true, defcription ofa Gentlewoman, about fixe yeeres 
pait, cured of diners kindes of convulfions,and other Apor 
plecktike, Epileptike, Cataleptike, and Paralytike fics, and 
other kindes of accidents of affinitie therewith. After thee 
58 was almoft cured of thofe difeafes, but the cure nor fully 
~-Plurime accomplifhed, it wasby a reputed Wizard whifpered, and 
thereupon beleeued; that the Gentlewoman;was meerely 
sadiceotur in DeWitched, {uppofed Witches were accufed. The Gentle. 
feptemmen- womatrhath beene free from all thofe accidents there men- 
fibus nonnul- cioned; the {pace of fixe yeeres now. paft. 
- Jnthislaft paft feuenth yeere, fince the writing-of that 
28 lib.3,. Mor. hiftery , fome of-the.former fits are critically againe 
‘bi Diutiniad returned»: the fame Wizard or Deceiuer reforted vnto 
feptenarii ra- and enquired at, docth now againe auouch her to bee be- 
pant witched ; vpon opinon whereof and truft in his illufios,the 
nen feptena- “imely vie and benefit of due counfell hath beene much 0 
quoad «mitted and negleéted. Herdifeafes which formerly, farre 
menfesmo- exceeded thefe which now:are, in number, frequence and 
do, fed _— vehemence, were in fhorter {pace cured, and fo continued 
Gadigua the fpace of fixe yeeres together. Thefe few which now 
 Aphorifm, 40¢ returne., dug counfell and ime negleGed , 
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being in number fewer, lefle intricate and-farre Icffe vio- 
lent, haue notwithftanding. a farrelarger {pace of time 

-J€chat Counfeller or-yndettaker to counfell, be a Wiz- 


him) then is this peor: n incomparable example and 
inftance of the wickednefle, impietic and crueltie: of im: 


then either the Diuels credit with a Witch,or ao Impoftors 
credit with deceined and feduced:men. 1s able to inchaunt 
perfwafion vnto vaine affianceinthem, Treferre the Rea- 
der to the confideration of ‘the Hiftory at large, with that 
whish.here is added : I willonly exhort.all men pot to be 


_ inthofe doubtfull cafes , too violent, nor rath inasking or 


beleeuing vaworthy, or worthleffe counfell.,. but co, aske 
it of fuch; as. are. truly and godly learned:and prudent; 
and not of. Impoftours er-Seducers’, -coufidering, that 


the confequence of rafhnefle, miftaking error and igno. 
_Yance 3_are no leffe then the life or death: of theficke, 


putting out.of the eyesand light of reafon, which God and - 
Nature hath giuen.man to walke withall in the darkepil- 
gtimage of this lifes a depriuation of due remedies which 
God hath allowed (while-beguiled with vaine and foohfh 
opinion, with wilfull blindnefle, they worthily elteeme 
not, nor will expe& his. grace and favour therein. 


- 


Adluredly he that. doth: sine vip himfelfe to become 2 


prey to folly and illufion, and led by deceisers headlong 


into confuled, vniuftifiable, vawarranted and inhibited exe 
plorations and trials, doth forfake the guidance and vie of 


Tight reafon, and in ftead thereof, isintemperately 


zard in name and reputation only (as I doe gefie anddeeme | 
pofture and Impoftours,. If hie be = a Witch’, then is | 
it_an vnanfwerable evidence and :inftance of the Diuels 
luggling, lying, illufion and deceiuing , whereof we made 
| mention and proofe.befere in the queftion or donbt 
cerning Pythagorasxealty in twoplaces. For, 14 truereas 
fon and iudicious difcerning, itis as cleere as the brighteft 
day, that no accident befalling the Gentlewoman mentto- 
| ned, can be other then naturall, or farther fupernaturall, 
| | 


with impatience of expeGation of due refpe& and e- 
fieemeof Gods ordinance and: allowance in his ordinary 
meanes, may iuftly feare that God hath decreed ‘and de. 

‘termined, not onely to difpoile hint of that common blef- 
fing which he*hath promiled to all that duely- feeke , and 

rightly vie his allowed meanes ; but alfo that he leaueth 
vnto the carfed path and. way of perpetual! blindneffe 

-and-hardnefle ofheart therein; except his fpeciall and ex- 
traordinary diuine ‘grace in time reduce his: dangerous 

fteps. For certainly he vnto whofeblinded eyes God doth 
offer fo great mercy atid-fauour,.as is plainly evident in all 
his ordairied.ordinary meanes , vnto-euery good that be- 
falleth man inthis life’, and with thankfulneffe cannot or 

- will notbeholdit, wherrit is laid at his vnthaukfull feete, 
is in a defpetate way of alethargicall difpofition , or fenfe- 
‘effe memory and oblivion, both of his reafon, and of him- 
felfe; and of Gods merciful goodnefle towards him. And 
thus the vglinefle of ‘itipofture both by‘ the defeription 

‘thereof; arid alfo by example doth appeare ; wherein may | 

_ be firft{eene; how they that truft thereto,doe forfake God, 

_themf€jues and their owne common fenfeand reafon, and 
gine thenifelues be fwallowed Of lying and illufion. 
Secondly, in thewhole courfe of inpefture it felfe, is feene 
the’ continuall praGile of mercileflé impietie., the vfuall 

wrong of the affli&ed, the belying- oftruth, the deceiuing 
the miferable:,' the deprivation of the ficke, of the vfeof 
dtié rémedies'and’meanes whith God hath made and blef- 
fedivaitié men, thar with prail vato his name, patience and 
dependance-vpotr his prouidence therein , can be con- 
‘tented to feeke and expect the likely and hopeful! iffue 
thereof, in vfuallcourfe of nature.Laftlysmay be colle@ed, 
and obferuedjthe vféand necefixicof diftin&tion betweene 
Impotture and ‘Witch.craft namely, that thé odious and 
abominable finne-of Witch-craft be not fuffered to conti- 
nue, vnder the colour: of vdine 
Impofture, and that the Diuell’be not fuffered to liue a- 
mongftvs, toa commonly, and tooopenly:,:in the co 
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‘The firft way is, by fuch thin 


with ohe.true 


and habite: of a foolith Impoftor, or Iuggler. For cer- 
tainely. through difco- 


very of Sorcerers, then of ine 
quifition; and caftigation-of Impoftors,,. out of whofe 
leanen (no'doubt) but diligent animaduerfion, night oft. 


— ~ 


How and nature be 
perfors indeede and bewitched, 


T followeth now, gecording to. promife , briefely. to. 
point vnto dire&ion; how men, leauing toinquire at. 
Witchesand Sorcerers,and Impoftors,concerning the fick, 
fuppofed to be bewitched, may it 
fied .by the light.of Reafons, ‘God hath,giuenynto- 
them. Reafon doth deteG the-ficke to be afi by the 
immediate fupernaturall power.ofthe Diuell cme wayes 
re{ubic& and manifeft 
vnto the learned Phyficion onely x.the fecond is, by. fach 
things asare fubie@and manifekt vnto.avulgarview.. 
Thofe things which are manifeft vnto the Physition alone. 
are of two forts. The firftis; when in the likenefleind fimi- 
litude of a difeafe, the fecret working ofa fupernaturall 


_ power doth hide it felfe , hauing no caufe or, pofsbilitic of 


being in that kindeor natare. The fecond i is, when naturall- 
remedies or meanesaccording vnto Art.and dnedi(cretion, 
applyed, , doe, extraordinarily. or miraculoufly either lofe 
their manifeft inenitable nature, vic, and.operation, or elle | 
produce effe&tsand confequences, again{t or aboue their 
nature , the impofsibilitie of either of thefe in v{uall oror-— 


dinarie. courfe-of nature, doth certainely proove.an infal- 


libilitie of afuperiour nature, which affuredly therefore 
muft neédsbe either Diuine or.Diabolicall.. 
This conclufion -concorning the infa}libilitie of a fuper- 


werthy , 


concerning fil 
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Tviallof Witchcraft, 
woithy prefermer of reverent antiquitie, Matter Camden,mn 
his-defcription’ of Chefhire, hath truely inferred vpon the: 
miraculous ‘pre fons, and prefages, ever andprepetually 
forerunnihg’t of the hefrésof the houfe or family: 


~ 


of the Briertons. Thefe and (uch like things (faith he)are. 


done either by the holy tuteler Angels of men, or elfe by - 


Diuels whoby Gods permifsion mightily thew their pow. 
er in this inferiour world. 


- Whenfoever therefore the Phyfition fhall truly difcouer _ 
a‘manifeft tranfcending power, manner, or motion in any. 
fuppofed difeafe ; there isan vndoubted conclufion of th 
Author. Where likewife remedies finde concom itances,or 
confequences contraty‘to'their nature , or fuch as nener 
were nor cur be contingent in courfe of nature this 

affumption truly granted , doth inuincibly inferre a tran- 
fcendent force'and vertue therein never to be denied. The 


Deénionftration hereof is evident. A proper caufe is cer- 


tainely knowin whete is detected his proper effeét. Ergo, 
where is onekt fupernaturall, there is infallibly dif- 


covered a fapernaturall caufe. 


Holw'the guiltofany man therein ‘withthe 
doth onély a’Witch): may and ought appearc, 
hath beene before declared, and fhall likewife hereafter be 

further made cleare.” FO 

Ic will not ow be immaterial or vnprofitable , for con- 
firmation , illufttation ; and better proofe of thofe two 
waies, which are diftinguifhed to’be onely fabie&, and 
nifeft vnto the Phyficion,, in the deteGion of the feoret 
worke? of Dinels and Witches in difeales , produce one 


or twoexamples of both.’ 


Concerning the firft, Fernelins in his 2. booke DeAba. 

a hiftory of a yong man of 
noble fariily, whowas by aviolent convulfion in an extra: 
_ ordinary 4 


“Thus how difeales , and the wonderfull accidents which 

| oft tay be by the Phyficion detected, 

accordirig vnto the role‘of reafon, whetherinduced bythe 


with the true Difcouery thereof. gr 
ordinary manner long time tormented. Diuers learned 
Phyficions remained long time doubting and vnfatisfied, 
both in the caufe of this difafe, as-alfo of the feate or place 
where caufe, withany fufficient reafon, might beinud= 
ed fetled. | | | | 
Behold very pregnant inducements of the finger-of the 
Diuell, moouing in the difeafe. One wasthe incredible ve. 
lecitie of motion in the difeafed, impofsible vnto the | 
force of mans: the other was, forthat in all the fits and 
convulfions, though very ftrongand vehement, hisfenfe 
and vnderftanding remained in the difeafed , perfe& and 
nothing obfcured, or interrupted, which in convulfions 
oa naturall caufes was neuer feene., and isim- 
ofsible. 
The force of thefe reafons to euince the prefidence of 
the Diuell, in the manner and motion ofthe fore-named 
difeafe, the Diuell himfelfe did thortly after iuftifie, decla- 
ting and profefsiog himfelfe the Author thereof in plainly 
exprefled words. 
In the fore-named booke and chapter , there is another 
report or relation of aman fudainly furprifed, with an ex- 
traordinarie fafhion, or fhape of madneffe or phrenfie, 
‘Wherein he vetered and reuealed things hidden,and of pro- 
found Science and revelation , not onely aboue the pitch 
and power of naturall capacitie, and the ftimulation there- 
of in difeafes contingent,and the forgerie of fained extafie, 
but really in true and vpright iudgement, and vnpartiall 
difcerning of a Phyfition beyond all queftion and excepti- 
on fupernatuall. The fequele after made it good. Thefe 
examples are {ufficient vntomenthat arewife, and with 
whom reafon hath authoritie. I doe not affe& vnaduifed 
multiplication herein, fufpe@ing many hiftorics; andres 
The polsibilitie of thefe which are here produced , be 
fide the vnftained credit of the Author, is apertly confir- — 
ned by the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatikethe Di- 
ucll manifefted himfelfe by aGtions, onely proper and ap- 
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propriate ynto the power of aSpirit : fuch was his cafting 
Lnnatike into the:fire, and into the water, his violent 
rending and tearing him, which were things by the Phyf. 
tion 1udicionfly diftinguifhed, in moft part impofsible vnto 
the power and nature of the Lunatike himfelfe , or ofhis 
.. The man poffefied among the Gadarens, Matth. 8. Mark, 
5... Lake 8. likewife doth eftablifh the fame, who was 
knowneé and [eeneenidently by the Phyfition , how farre 
fimply or folely difeafed , and how farre poffeffed beyond 
difeafed extafies by thofe vndoubted workes.,, and that fin. 
gerof the Diuell;when he eafily brake in peeces thofe yron. 
chaines wherewith the Lunatike was bound: fo thatno 
+ force thereof whatfoeuer could hold or binde him ; as allo 
whenhe vttered and {pake that more then humane vnder- 
{tanding and revelation of Iefus @hrift to be the Sonne of: 
God’: a knawledge as yet vncommunicated vnto mat- 
_kinde, __ 
Concerning the fecond way of detection, fubie& vnto 
the Phy fition alone, namely, when natural! remedies aptly 
applyed , are attended with fupernaturall confequences, 
contrary tocheirnarure, or aboue the fame, out of the for- 
mer Author, andfore-named place. there isan example 
alfo without farther {traggling of vnqueftioned eftimati- 
on. A certaine man there mentioned, vehemently burning 
and thirfting , and by intolerable heate compelled to feeke ; 
any mitigation, or extinGion of his heate andthirft, in 
want of drinke or other fitting liquor , happened to finde 
an Apple, in the moifture and naturall ivice whereof , ho- 
ping theviuall fhort refrefhing of the tongue , he, after the 
firfttaking thereof, immediately found (not onely that: 
which was contrary tothe nature of an. Apple, greatet 
burning and thirft thn before) but-had inftantly hismouth 
and iawes fo faft clofed.and fealed vp thereby that he hard. 
- “The reafonable doubt of the latitation of the Diuell; 10 
this faire, harmelefle , and vfuall remedie of the tongest 
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the true Difcouery thereof. $3 
thirt and drines, was afterward made more evident and ma* 
nifet by the fudaine and fwift obfefsion of his minde, with 
rightfull vifions, whereof as in the difpofition, temper, fub- 
tance or qualitie of his braine or body,there was no ground 
or caufe,fo in the Apple it felfe,was no other pernicious mix- 
ture, but that the Diuell, as with Judas Sop, though whole- 
ome ard faving in it felfe, fo in this medicinall fruit, entred 
and pofieffed, where God permitted. The like may be {aid of 
ther both outward and inward remedies, which by a Ma- 
picke power are and may be oft interrupted,turned and bent 
ntoavfecontrary totheir nature. 

For this caufe A’éppocrates himfelfe in his booke de Sacro 
yrbo, e de Natura muliebré,doeth acknowledge many acci- 
dents, as alfo difeafes and remedies themfelues to be divine, 
shaving their caufe and being aboue the courfe of nature. 
When therefore fitting ynto any caufe,matter,or hamour in 
the body, according to true Art and Reafon dilconered, apt 
and fit remedies, are aptly and fitly by the iudicious Phy fiti- 
n applyed, notwithf{tanding, contrary to the nature and 
ultome of fuch remedies,they haue vnufuall and iuftly won- 
iered effedts, is there not iuft matter of doubt concerning an 
oufuall and extraordinary caufe anfwereable thereto ? The 
leepe and myfticall contengents in this kinde, and their hid- 
en reafon and caufe,the vnlearned man,or he that is not ex- 
tcifed in difficult difcoueries, cannot difcerne, nor can the 
Ntricate and perplexed implications therein, of doubts and 
nbiguices, pofsibly become intelligible in cuery ordinary 
pprehenfion ; yet by the former eafieand familiar example, 


ucry man may gefle and coniecture at the moft abftrafe. 
 Bilhe fubtiltie of the Diuell doeth eafily deceive a vulgar 
ws houghe, and in the clouds and mifts of doubrs and difficul- 
at: Mics beguileth vivally the dimme fight and difquifitien. 


The learned Phyfition, notwithftanding poflefsing true 
udgement and learning who doeth and can warily obferue, 
and diltinguith firttthe wonders of nature vnknowne vato 
‘ucry mediocrity of knowing : fecondly the true wonders a- 
oue nature in due collation with nature to be knowne,doth 
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$4. TheTryall of Witchecraft, — 
not eafily or rathly with vulgars, erre or runne mad in 
confufion of vaine and idle {Cruples. The wondersof nature, 
are fuch naturall difeafes as are feene in their wondred andi‘ 
admired fhapes or mixture; to haue a great likenefle orden 
ceining identitie with fuch maladies, as are inflicted by tel ¢ 
Diuell. The wonders aboue nature, are fuch difeafes, asa 0 
truely and vndoubtedly knowne and prooued to haue nom f 
confiftence, or power of confiftence, or caufe in fublanayi f 
nature. 

For illuftation hereof, I will giue one materiall inftane: 
fitting our prefent time,that fhallapgrtly without exception 


manifeft the diftinction of both thef€ kinds therewith 
tring the great oddes and difference betweene true knov. 
ledge and vnderftanding in the learned Phy fition, and theafm 
mazed wonderments of vulgarsand ignorant men. 
Thereare vulgarly reported among our Englith volgen 
tobee inthe bodies of many Witches, certaine markesoim 
excrefcencies which are vfually deemed the randevoweofam 
the Diuell, where by covenant hee docth fucke the bicod of © 
Witches. Thefe excrefcencies are vfually defcribed to beam © 
fometimes the fhape of Wartes and Teates, or fome other 
fuch hke tumours. They are moft commonly found in thi v 
priuie parts. They are found fudainely after their appag 4 
rance, fometimes to vanifh. They doe oft bleed, and there-g P: 
fore are vulgarly deemed, the remaining dropping of thi 4 
Diuels fucking. | | 
Thereare difeafes likewife, like vnto thefe by Phy 
many hundrethof yeeres publifhed, & both by ancient Phy 
fitions and Chiturgions, as alfo by thofe of later times of tt 
cured. That this be not efteemed asa wonder, or a fable, Hi 4 
will produce fome of their feuerall fhapes ; defcribed by eq % 
_uerall Authors, and will cite them according to their vival 
names which are thele, T hymston, Nymphe, Clestoris, 
Morum, Alhafce, Ficus, Marifce. | th 
the firft thus faith Paulus eAgineta in his fixt 
and-71. chapter. Itis amexcrefcenceor eminence, ftanding 


out from: the reft of the fieth, fometimes. red, —— 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. Ss 
white, forthe moft part without paine, the bigneffe of an 
Agyptian beane and of the colours of the flowers of 
Thyme. They are found, faith he, in the priuie part of wo- 
men, and are cured by cutting them away. Joannes Hu- 
cberus of the Citie of Bekoss in France, fometimes one 
of the Kings counfell and Phyfition vnto his perfon, in his © 
fecond booke concerning barrenneffe doth teftifie, that the 
former excrefcence doth fometimes grow in fome length, 
fometimes in the hands, fometimes in the feete, fometimes 
inthe thighes, fometimes in the thighes,. fometsmes in the 
face, but faith that they are moft troublefome in the priuie . 
parts both of man and woman. 
Celfws faith in his firkt booke chap, 28. that thefe excre- 
cencies doe fometimes open and bleed,& fend out blood, 
Thymion (inguit ) facile finditur cruentatur , nonnunquam 
aquantums fanguinis fundit. Antoninus. Atufa vpon the 26. 
ph. of Hisppocrates the third bwoke teftifieth by his ob- 
(cruation in diuers particulars , that the former difeafe or 
exctefcence doth oft-times weare and vanith away without 
helpe or remedie. 
The fecond difeafe or excrefcerice called Nymphe, Paulus 
vfgineta, in his6. booke 8.. chap. doeth defcribe to be 
afwelling.or growing out of a peece of flefh in the fecret 
pat ofa woman rifing oft-times vnto anvadecent fathion 
aad great bigneffe. delivereth the fame de- 
cription. Tom.1.Fen. 21. Tract. 4.and eAlbucafis Chi- 
rg, Part. 2. Chap. 72,735 
The third excrefcence called Cleitoris is little difterent | 
tom the former by the defcription of the fame Authors. 
Anicen lib. 3. Fen. 28. Paulus Aigineta inthe fore-mentio- 
ned place. | 
_ The fourth excrefcence called Cerrofis the fame Authar 
in the fame place compareth vntoa longtaile and faith, 
that ic hangeth downe, and iffueth out of the part before 
mentioned in. women, and is curedby being cut away. . 
The fift excre(cence called Aforum hath that name from 


hislikeneffe vntoa Mulberrie. 
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86 riall of Wit ch. craft, 
The fixt, calted Alba/ce,from his likenefle vnto a Bram. 
ple leafe. Auicenne Tom. 1.1:b.3. Fen.21. Tract. 4. cap.r0. 
As for the feuenth and eight Excrefcences, growing like. 
wile asthe reft about the fecret parts, they have beene(o 
commonly in auncient times knowne, that AZartiall the 
Poet out of his owne acquaintance with them, hath mad 
fport thereof in wittic verfe. 


Dicemus ficus quas fermsus in arbore nafci, 
Dicemus ficus Cacilsane tuos. 


_Of the eMarifce , thus alfo writeth Javenal. | 
Ceduntur tumida medsico ridente,Mari(cx, 


‘OF thefe Afarifce thus faith eAntonius Mufavpon tte 
Apb. 30. 3. Weecall them,{aith hee, crefts or combs, 
from their likeneffe vnto the combe of a Cocke,which faith 

he, if they bee not in time cut away, and cured by adtuall 
-cauteries, they areneuer cured at al]. Thus much concet- 
_ ning thefe difeafes, out of learned Authors. Let vs nov 
-confider thefe naturall difeafes, which are called wonders in 
mature, (becaufe not ordinarily or vulgarly feene ) with 
thofe markes of Witches or difeafes, and excrefcencits 
efee&ted and caufed by the Diuell in Witches,which (there: 
fore muft needes be wondersaboue nature.) Let vs (1 fy) 
compare them together, the one with the other. Theit 
exceeding neere neighbour-hood and likeneffe, no-com 
_ mon vnderftanding,as they are defcribed truely and lively, 
can chufe but acknowledge. To confound or miftake the 

one for the other, is very eafie, but yet dangerous an 
pernicious. I will not denie againft due teftimonies, am 
_ the free confeffions of she Witches themfelues, that fuc! 
markes may bee by the Diuell vpon couenant made, "! 
way of anhellith facrament, betweene the Diuell and tht 
Witch: but where the:confefsion of the Witch her felft 
being free from iuft exception doeth not appeare, nor the 
Diuell-to any fpectacours, doeth -fhew himfelfe in 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 87 
of fucking, which hee never doeth (as my incredulous 
thoughts perfwade my felfe ) where I fay, thefe appeare 
not tobe manifeft without fraude,there it is requifite,and 
neceflary, that either wee difcharge the Diuell, and acquit 
him of the flander, or elfe difcouer it by fome other figne 
or note,which may iuftly be appropriated vnto the Diuell,. 
that his finger or guilt hath beene therein. © | 

This is reafon, without which ought bee no perfwafion. 
Euery treé is to be knowen by his owne fruit, faith our Sa- 
uiour. Therefore the diuell,is to be knowne by the workes, 
and fruites of a Diuell, proper and belonging vnto him. 
Trie and difcerne the Spirits, (faith the Scripture) whether 
they be of God,or no. And how can they bee difcerned, if 
there were not fome notes, or properties knowne vnto ho= 
ly difcerning mindes, whereby they may be difcerned. Ie 
is madneffe therefore, to foppofe it poffible to know that 
which is done by a Spirit, wherein is no enidence, imprei- 
figne,fhew, or propertic of a Spirit. For as.2 naturail 
caufe cannot bee knowne, but by his natural effe& ; fo is it 
inpoffible, that a {pirituall caufe fhontd be knowne, but by 
fome fupernaturall effe&. For this caufe, in all places of 


Scripture,where are fet forth the outward workes, or 


ons of the Diuell, they doe there likewife all appeare to be 
his, in fonse extraordinary & fupernaturall note or maner. 
_ The cafting the bodies of the poffeffed in the Gofpel, 
intothe middeft of the people, was a thing extraordinary, 
inpoffible,and vnufuall vnto the voluntary motion of men 
alone. The bringing of fire from Heauén todeuonre fo 
many of Jobs fheepe, was in the manner beyond the nature 
viuall,and ordinary force,or cuftome of fire. The carriage 
of the heards of Swine headlong into the Sea, was mant- 
feltly beyond the nature of their naturail motion, yea, a- 
Here may be obieG&ed, that the Diuelt doeth ordinarily 
worke,and produce things of feeming wonder,and ftrange . 
confequence; wherein notwithf{tanding, doeth not appeare 
any figne or imprefsion, of any fupernaturall caule . au- 
| thours. 
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$3 The Tryall of Witch-craft, 
thour,as.is feene in many things produced in men,and iffu. 
ing from his vfualltentations of men. 

"The an(were is, that the. Diuell doeth worke vpon man, 
two wayes. 

The firft is, immediately by the temptings, and folici- 
ting only of man vnto workes,which properly are affeGed 
by man himfelfe, in the vfuall courfe and spares of mans 


nature. 
The fecond is, immediately by his owne proper action, 


as hee is a Spirit,and immediately worketh in himfelfe, the 


worke of a Spirit. 

Inthe firft, the Diuellis not properly {aid to worke in 
himfelfe, but rather to give and offer occafion vnto the 
difpofition and affeGtions of man, thereby exciting, and 
tempting man ynto that worke,which therefore onely car- 
ricth the {tampe of a worke, proper vnto.a man. 

In the fecond,the Diuell worketh immediately himfelfe, 
as he is aSpirit, and:in that worke therefore muft necefla- 
rily likewife bee feene, and appeare the ftampe of a Spirit, 
fince in the courfe and order of all things created whatlo- 
euer, the true and immediate caufe, his immediate true 
and proper effe&, is the fole true infallible ftampe, eui- 
dence, and proofe. thereof. 

The workestherefore,which are called or efteemed the 
Diuels;in regard of his tentations,and incitations of man, 
vnto foolith, wicked, and oft wondered mifchievous adi- 


ons, are onely and truely called diuetith, as proceeding 


from the Dinels inftigation onely, but are not truely of 
properly, or immediately any workes of the Divell, and 
therefore it is not requifite, that infuch workes of the Di- 
uell vnproperly called his,there fhould appeare any fi ignes, 
proper vnto the workes ofa Spicit or Divell. 

ince then it is infallible, that there can bee no pofsible 
difcouery of any caufe whatfoeuer, naturall, or fuperna- 
turall, but by fach accidents, eff &s, or properties as pro- 
perly belong, or iflue from that caule, and fince proper 


effects appearing, doe oncly difcouer their caufes more 
cleerely; 
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with the true Difcouery thereof, “89 
cleercly, where they appeage more cleere, and more ob- 
{curely, where they doe appeare more obfcure,and nothing 
at all, where they.appeare.not all .: Since I faythisistrue, 
and neuer tobe infringed, thofe f{uppofed Witches markes, 
before they can inftly and truely bee iudged to bee by the 
Diuell effe&ed or vied, mult by fome ftampe or figne pro- 
per to himfelfe, or to his workes, orto his vfe or proper- 
tie therein, be fo determined.and conuiacedto'be. 

The wonder indeed of their ftrange thapes; forme and 
manner, is fufficient to amaze fuch as are not tudicionfly 
read, or are vnlearned : but the Phifition who knoweth 
fuch difeafes tobee im nature, by that knowledge of ‘their 
nature, knowing likewife that they doe not éxceede na- 
ture, doeth inftly ftand apart, and divide himfelfe from the 
vulgar errour andopinion , that they are any markes to be 
appropriate vnto the Diuell. 


And hence appeareth the necefiitie.of conuincing the 
forementioned Witches markes to-bee fupernaterall, be- 
fore vpon their fhape or appearance onely , it can Gée 
efteemed 1uft, either to impute vnto the Diuell, or to call 
any man into queftion. Before they can bee truely iudged 
or determined, whether fupernaturallor.no, the neéceflitie 
of confulting with the learned Phifition, is likewife demon- 
ftrated. Of which wee may yet againe, gine another de- 
monftration within the fame inftance. It hath beene fome- 
times by ‘oath confirmed and depofed, that thefe foremen- 
tioned markes of Witches, hane (immediately after they 
-haue beene feene) fudainely vanifhed tobee no more {eene. 
The queftion may bee, whether their fudaine difparence 
after their manifeft appearance, bee in nature poflible vnto 
fuch like difeafes or no. It is knowne vnto the Phifitton, 
that many difeafes doe infenfibly grow, and infenfibly 


alfo weare and vanifh away, without any knowledge or 
notice thereof taken by thedifeafed. This therefore folely 
can bee no note of a fupernaturall marke , whatfoener 
paflionate ignorants fondly difpute, to maintaine their 
owne wils and folutions. I:doe 
| thofe 
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thofe material} excrefcencies, doe in a moment vanifh 
_ way, without any precedent preparation, or alteration ten- 
. ding thereto, ordoe in an inftant appeare, and in the fame 
\ moment, without any mutation or proportion of time in- 
ftantly vanifh , then muft this bee granted fupernatural! : 
mibil fit in momento, that is, no naturall being hath de- 
finence or being, without proportined time, beyond which 
nothing can.bee really or indeed in fublunarie nature, whe- 
‘ther there bee-in the vanifhing.of the former markes, prc- 
i. | portion of time or no, and the due antecedent mutations, 
| and alterations in nature requifite, who can truely indge, 
| : but hee who doeth both: know the general] courfe of na- 
ture in all things, and alfo the particular courfe, in the na- 
of difeafes, which isthe learned Phifirion alone. Ic 
may bee obiected, that many common men inthe former 
markes, may as eafily fee and difcerne that which is fuper- 
naturall oft-times,as the greateft Clarkes. 
. For example, it hath beene publifhed by Authors of 
great note, that Oracles haue beene vttered, and articulate 
founds heard diftinG@ly iffuing from the priuie parts of a 
Pythomffe. Any man that doeth know , or heare fuch 
founds out of that place, can as dire&ly and as trucly 
the 
-. It was fometime openly obieCted , againft a Witch in 
Northampton-flire at the publike Affife, that a Rat was oft 
obferned to refort vnto her privie part, and with her liking 
and fufferance there tofucke. This was by oath and tefti-. 
mony vrged againit her, and fhe her felfe confeffed it to bee 
true. Ifthe oath and teftimony of fufficient witneffes,con- 
firme the Hiftorieto.bee true, there isno man vnto whom 
this is not apparent, as well as vnto the Phifition to bee 
more then naturajl. Hereto wee doe anfwere, that al- 
though it cannot bee denied, that many things may eui- 
_ dently declare themfelues vnto every vulgar, as vnto the 
_ Jearned Phifition to bee fupernaturall; yet doeth not this 
trueth in fome cafes, evince ic true in all cafes. Becaufe 
fome things are not denied vntoa vulgar eye or iudgment, 
it 
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it doeth not thence follow neceflarily, that all things are 
thereto enident. 

is further obie&ed, that in thofe cates, Phifitions are 
oft found deceiued, as well as other men, It is anfwered, 
chat among Phifitions, as among all forts of other men, 
there are many vulgars, who are, and may bee ordinarily, 
and eafily deceiued, yea amongft the indicious and learned 
alfo, who cannot {0 ordinarily or eafily bee deceiued, yee 
there mutt be fome wants and imperfeGions, fince noman 
in this mortall life can bee in all particuler points perfect. 
Notwithf{tanding, this doeth not excufe thofe who are vn- 
learned, and haue many more groffe wants and imperfe-. 
Gions, for not confulting with thofe that haue leffe, fince . 
vaperfe& perfection of knowledge, is farre better guide 
then imperfetion, groffe i ignorance, and priuation of Art 
and knowledge. 

It may bee yet demanded, what if the Phifiti tion or lear-- 
ned man, cannot dete& the Diuell in thefe named markes, - 
fince the diuel is able to haue a finger haply in: a ; 
no note or figne thereof fhall at all appeare ?. 

Anfwere hereto is, where God doeth giue vnto men no 
-meanes, no way or poflibilitie vnto. their-defired farisfaGi-. 
on, there they ought co reft contented, fince the ‘contrary 
i$ precipitation, and impatience with God his good will 
and pleafure,and vnbridled curiofitie. For as in other cafes, 
namely, Fellony, Murder, all Lawe both Divine and Hu. 
mane, doeth forbid to accufe the Murderer,or Felon, where 
God hath not difcouered his g@ilt by any ft jane,evidencesor 
proofe thereof; fo in cafe of Witch-craft, where God hath 
not revealed it by any reafonable profe,vato the learned & 
iudicious,there hath no man warrant to accule, or challeng 
vpon faperfticious erounds, or furmifes onely.. And though 
this moderation be iuft and fit to be held, where God hath 
inhibited the contrary ; yet it is no Apologie or excufe for 
negligence, contempt, and want of diligent inquifition at 
any other time, whenfoeuer God doeth permit or offer. 
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‘There may hereasqueftion be pert 


ly, Whether thefe markes before mentioned;where:proued. 


fupernaturall, doetherefore neceflarily conuimce the party 
ypon whiomthey arefound, a: Witch, yeaorno. 


-Anfwere heretoas, that fimply and alone, fuchmarkes 
doénot proove a Witch atali, but with fome limitations 


and’ confiderations, they doe abfolutely and infallibly de- 
mouftrateaWitch 


Thofe limitationsarethefe ; Firft,chat thofe markes cer-_ 
tainelysdeteGed to be fupernaturall, bee by circumftances, 
prefumptions-on neceflary inference, of reafon proovedto 


be-knowne, by the party in whom they are found,that they 
are of the Diuell, or by 'the Dinell there placed. | 


Secondly, that they. are there continued’, mainteined, 
or preferued with the liking and allowance of that partie. 


The reafon of thefe limitations is manifeft, for that the Di- 


uell is ableto impofe dinersdifeafes, as alfofuch likefuper- _ 
naturalliniarkes' or excrefcencies, as are before mentioned, 
¥pon men without their liking or confent, where God: 


doth fo permit-him. This is evident by the Hiftorie of Job; 
vpon .whotm the Diuell brought extraordinary, and more 


then: vfaall borches,. biles, and fores, beyond-the common. 
courfe and nature of thofe difeafes, and this he did full fore: 
againft:- thre will, and liking of righteous Job. Noman can: 


iuftly be accufed orfafpe&ed in that a& wherein hee is no 


agent, but an vewilling Patient, nor canbee acceflary ynto. 
concurrence, or confent with any author in his a&, ifthat 
author bee:not knowne vnt@him, or not conceined by him. 
to be author. Indeed, if any man be found fach markes,. 


who may be.conuinced to know them to bee of the Deuill, 
and then to like or to be contented with them, afluredly by. 


manifelt demonftration, that man is a Witch, if notby aa 
 expreffe:and open, yet by an occult allowance of the Diuels: 


poffeffion and power, of that part or portion inhim. Who- 


foever giueth any pofieflion of himfelfe the-Diuell,. 


cither in part or in whole, doeth thereby renounce his Cre- 


ator, & by this combination with the Diuell, is — 
3% 2 re 


tinently mooued,name- 
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with the true Difconerie thereof. 93 
There remaineth as yet adoubt or queftion, Whether. 
finply the 2ffrmation of afuppofed Witch( which is vul- 
garly but not properly callediand deemed her. confefsicn ) 
that the Divell dothfucke him or her , asalfo whether the 
affirmation of a fuppofed Witch, affirming her felfe to be 
a Witch, doeinfallibly conuince that fuppofed Witch, to 
be a Witch indeede ; and whether that affirmation be fuf- 
ficient(as commonly deemed her owne confefsion )to con- 

The anfwer is negatiue. The reafonis, for that many af- 
firmations in themfelues, and at firft view doe feeme true 
{eriousand fufficient; which better and more confiderat- 
ly examined, are oft-times even fenfeleffe and ridiculous ; 
and therefore iuftly are denied credit. | 

And forthis caufe no accufations, whether againft any 
man himfelfe, or againft another , wherein is no probabi- 
litie or likelihood, no colour or pofsibilitie of being ;. e1- 
‘therareor ought to be admitted or heard in iufticein any 
Courtsof Iuftice. And for this caufe the teftimonies, ac- 
culations, or confefsions which by fooles , or madmen are 
auouched, are by all nations through: the world 1n law not 
valued, and reie@ed. The fame regard is. had of the affr- 
mations and teftimonies of children: and of melancholy 
people, and likewife of men with-yeeres and age doting,. 
or by difeafes or cares manifeftly decrepite in their wittes. 
andfenfes. That fuch decrepits there are vfually walking 
among men not noted nor knowne vnto moft, or many;. 
except fometimes vpon efpeciail occafion or triallof them 
made, is no wonder. 

Idid my felfe know fome lately lining, who formerly 
haue beene very vnderftanding , yet diuers yeeres before: 
theirend, were with age in: their inward fenfes fo worne 
and wafted:; that alchough as reafonable creatures vnto the 
common view, they talked, conuerfed, conferred , fpake 
Many times, and'in many things with very: goodreafon, 


and fenfibly ; yet oft-times by fodaine enterchanges, they 
| neither 
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The Trial of Witch.craft, 
neither knew reafon nor themfelues,nor their owne names 
norchildren, 
Ynowknowa man neere an hundreth yeereold, who 
bauing in my late remembrance beene an excellent pen-— 
man, dothneither now know a word, nor can write nor 
name fo much asone letter among the foure and twentie ; 
yet hath he his fight good , as by his difcerning and vpon 
his view thereof, giuing right name and title vnto other as 
{mal] formes and charaters is apparent. His memory 
fometimes even of the fame things is aleogether gone by 
fits;and by fits fometimes returneth in many things,but noe 
in all, nor in any alway or certainly. Other fome Ihave 
knowne in their memory and phanfie by age fo worne,that 
they could not hold orretaine in the one fomuch as that 
which very lately was in their eye ; inthe other fo much as 
that which was in the fame inftant almoft conceiued ; affir- 
ming things inthis confufion which neuer were nor euer 
could be; and denying their fight of thofe things which 
from their fight thereof they had truely before named of 
their owne accord; one while conftantly beleeuing and a- 
-vouching whatfoener was {aid or informed them,though 
neuer fo diflonant from fenfe or reafon 5 another while as 
confidently denying whatfoever truth was{aid or vrged , 
though neuer fo manifeft vnto their fight or fenfe. T his is 
not ftrange in age, fince in difeafes it is vfuall for men 
fometimes for a time to lofe their memory alone, fome- 
times their reafon alone,fometines imagination:fometimes 
part of one; and part of another; fometimes all; fome- 
times perfe&ly none; and yet imperfe& in every one. Ie 
fometimes alfo isfeene (as Galen(aith) that a man inioy- 
ing abfolutely and accura‘cly all his inward fenfes of right 
reafon, memory and imagination in all other things befide; — 
yet in fome one particular. alone and inno other whatfo- 
euer is euer conftantly and without change void of fenfe or 
re2fon,and as a very madman or foole. 
Thus much ts alfo writrenby others ofmany wife and 
learned 
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with the true Difconerie thereof. 95 
icarned men ; who notwithftanding in fome one particular. 
alone hane difcouered them felues cto be very fooles or mad 
men: conftantly affirming themfelues to be doggs, hor- 
fes, glaffes,and for that one follie newer reclaimed, in all o- 
ther things being .iudicious , learned, difcreete and folid. 
Neither is every vulgar man , nor every man vulgarly 
learned not accurately iudging able to difcerne thefe de. 
fects, at firft, or alwaies; much leffe where they are hardly 
and difficultly efpied, or by fits onely doe thew themfelues. 
How poflible is it for thefe forts of people either to be per- 
{waded by others, or from their owne guide and vnftable 
conceiteto affirme any thing whatfoeuer concerning them- 
felues or others ? and for that caufe how neceflary is icin 
matter of weight and iudgments, efpecially of life, to take 
heede of their rafh admittance vntoaccufations or teiti- 
monies concerning themfelues or any others. Vato acon- 
fefsion fo properly and: truely called,doe neceflarily con- 
curre three things. Firft,in a confeflion is properly implied 
& vaderftood the partie confefling to be capable of reafon, 
becaufe without reafon he can neither know nor iudge of 
himfelfe nor of his guile. Secondly,in a confeflion is requi- 
fite and neceflary that a partie confefling himfelf doth truly 
know what the Law doth take & define that offence to be 
which he doth affume vnto himfelfe. For by ignorance of 
the law fometimes filly men fuppofe themfelues and others — 
to haue incurred the danger of the Law,where he that truly — 
vnderitandeth the Law is able to informe him the contra- 
ty: and for this caufe the law it felfe doth giue leaue to 
confult with the Lawyer, and withfuch as profeffe and are 
skilfull in the Law. 

Diuines likewife generally acknowledge and grant, that 
thereisa miftaking, anignorantly and a falfely accufing 
confcience or guilt, as well as a confcience tuftly iudging 
and accufing. | 

And for this canfe many a man may take himfelfe tobe 
a Theefe , a Witch or other offender , who doth not truly 


or rightly konw what Theft in his owne cafe or fome other 
| points. 
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pointsis, or what Witch-craft or fomeother offences ci- 


ther truly in themfelues are,or by the Law are vnderftood; 
b ing infomecafes not knowenor agreed,among Lawyers 
themfelues. Itis therefore fenfeleffe that aman canaccafe 
himfelfe iuftly of an offence which he doth not know ; 
and therefore alfoisitias viinft to admit fuch an accufation 
againthimfelfe. | 


Thirdly, in aconfeffion is inplyed and prefuppoled 2 


precedent manifeft offence or guilt either by faire euidence 
likely tobe prooned, or atleaft by due circumftances and 
prefumptions inftly fufpe&ed or queftioned. 

I doe hence conclude demonftratiuely, that if a fuppo- 
fed Witch benot firft found capable of reafon, and free 


from dotage with age or yeeres or ficknefle; anddoe not — 


alfo know what Witch-craft or a Witch is, and thirdly if 
the Witch-craft or finne it felfe bee not vpon fufficient 


grounds cither prooned, or at left queftioned ; the meere 


accufation of fuch a fuppofed Witch againft her felfe with- 
out the former confiderations, isnot fimply or alone {uffi- 
cient to connince or condemne her; neither is fuch an ac- 


cufation , truly or properly to be tearmed a confefsion. | 


And thus we haue made euident by this inftance of the 


{uppofed Witches markes, how the learned Phyfition pof- 
fefsing true Art and learning, is not fo commonly as the — 


vulgar forttranfported into the maze of vaine wonder and 


ignorant adnsitation, but duely and truly weighing reafon | 
doth apart diftinguifh and put true difference betweene the | 


_ gondersin nature, and the wonders aboue nature. | 


The wonders innature are fuch difeafes, as in their 
{firange fhape and likeneffe, doe counterfeit fuch maladies, 


as are induced by the Diuell or by Witch-craft. Wonders 


aboue nature, are fuch difeafes, wherein the fingerof the 


Diuellisindeede andreallydifconered. 
Concerning the firft kinde (as here) fo formerly in a 


former Manuell, I haue briefely delivered , both fome of 


their generall * defcriptions,denyed by no man that in an- 
cient time was, or at this time is a iudicious and aa 
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in the perfons of fome ficke men knowne vito my “fe. 


Of the fecond it 1s here needlefie to propound any. more - 


particulars then thofe abouementioned , which I efteeme 
for the generallilluftration fufficient. In true and right de- 
cifion and diftinGion of the one from the other, multipli- 
citie of confideration and circum{peGion ought diligente 
ly attend the intricate maze and labyrinth of error, and il- 
iufion intheir deceineable hkenefles, whereby the Diuell, 
for his owne aduantage , and the perdition of {educed and 
beguiled men, doth fometimes cunningly hide his owne 
workes; and the diueilith praGtifes of Witches and 


cerers, from their due dete&ion and punifhment;-fomes 


timesto infhare the guiltleffeand innocent, doth iugeling- 
ly feeme to doe thofe things which Nature doth iuftly 
challenge, not as his, but as her.owne, in iuft ballance 
weighed. Itis moft certaine, that the Dinell cannot poffi- 
bly mixe himfelfe, or his power, with any inferiour nature, 


fubftance or body, but the alteration , by the coniun&ion 


of fo farre difcrepant natures , in the vnchangeable decree 
of the vniuerfall nature ofall things , neceffarily and vn- 
auoidably produced, muft needs witneffe and manifeftiy. 
itin the greatand mighty. oddes, This is, :very:ewi-, 
dent and apparent in all thefupernaturall workes of the 
Diuell, before mentioned in the generall difcourfé of this 
fmall Treatife ot worke, whether fuchas were declared 
manifeft tofenfe , or fuch as were euidenttoreafon; whe- 
ther fuch as were effeGed by the Diuell himflfe,. with the 


confent or contraG of aSorcerer or Witch, orfuch as were | 


without their knowledge, focietie, or contra& performed 


by himfelfe. All thofe fupernaturall workes of boththefe . 


_ kinds were therefore knowne to be fupernaturall,; becaule 
they were aboue and beyond any-caufe in fublunary na- 
ture. The like the learned, Phyfician may. certainly con- 
Clude, concerning difeafés infli&ted or mooued by the Di- 


ucll. For itisimpofsible thatthe finger or powerof the 


Diuell fhonld be in.any maladie. but fach cavfe muft 
needs 


with the true Difcouery thersof, 07 
-Phyfician, as alfo divers of their * particular Hiftories 
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98 The Trial of Witch-craft; 
- needs produce fome effeG like it felfe, wheretrue andiu-. 


dicieus difcerning is able to finde the infallible, certaine, 


_and yndeceiued ftatppe of difference. Thus farre hathbin- 


briefely declared,:how the Phyfician properly and byhim- 
felfe doth alone enter into the due confideration and ex. 
amination of difeafes (where 1s nftoccafion of queftion ) 
whether naturally or fupernatarally inferred. How vnfit ic 


is heré roadmit every idiot for a Phyfician or Counfellor 


(as istoo commonboth -inthefe and all other affaires of 
health) let wifemeniudge. 

Gertainely from hence it commeth to-paffe, that moft 
men for euer line in perpetuall confufion of their thoughts 
fn thefe cafes, and as aiuft iudgement of God againft their 
carelefle fearch and neglect of learned and warrasited true 
countel , allcertainety and ‘truth herein doth ftill fly farre 
from them. For as in thefe ambiguities is requifite and 


neceflary, a learned, iudicious, and prudent Phyfician;fo is 


neceffary that he findé.thofe that neede herein aduice, 


trucly and conftantly obedient vnto good reafon, tempe- 
tate and difcreete , not mutable vpon enery vaine and idie 
proie& to ftart away, and tobee tranfported from arca- 
fonable,iuft & difcreete proceeding ,vnto vncertaine,vaine, 
and Empirical tryals, fince wifdome, knowledge. and truth 
are never truely found , but-onely of thofe, that-with dili- 


“gence , patience, and perfeuerance fearch and feeke them 
out. It remaineth now to come vnto thefecond way of de- 


tection of the bewitched ficke, which was before {aid to 
confift in-fuch things as-were fubie& and manifeft vntoa 
vulgar viewe, as the firft vnto thelearned Phy fician alone. 


_Asof the firft, fome few exampies haue been propounded, 


fo of the latter let vs alfo viewe other fome. 

Inthe time of their puroxifmes or fits.fome difeafed per- 
fons hane-beene feene to vomit crooked iron, coales, brim- 
itone,nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 


_ftrawe, and the like, in fuch quantity, figure, fafhion and 


proportion , ascould neuer pofsibly paffe downe, or arile 
row the natural narrownelle ofthe throat, orbe 
contained 


4 
i 
4 
q 
% 
4 
j 
4 
4 
; 
4 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


contained in the vnproportionable fmall capacity, naturall 
fufceptibility and pofition of the ftomake. Thefe thingsat 
any time happening , are palpable and not obfcure to any 
eye without difficulty , offering themfelues to plaine and 
open yiewe. | 
Thefe like accidents Beminenins; Wierus, Codronchias and 
others alfo, euen in in our time and countrey, haue publi. 
fhed to haue been feene by themfelues.. Some other ficke 
perfons haue, in the tine of the exacerbations of their fits, 
{fpoken languages knowingly and vnderftandingly, which 
in former time they did never knowe, nor could afterward 
know againe: as Fernelins a learned Phy fition,and beyond 
exception worthy credit, doth witneffe concerning a Sicke 
man knowne to himfelfe. 
— Some Sicke men alfo haue reuealed and declared words, 
geftures, aGions done in farre diftant places, euenin the 
very time and moment of their ating,doing, and vttering, 
as Thaue knowne my felfe in fome, andas is teftified like- 
wife to haue beene heard, knowne,and feene by diuers wit- 


-neffes worthy credit in our * country, in diuers bewitched Trea) 
tifeofthe 


Sicke people. 
~ Asthefe examples are manifeft to any beholder, which 
_ fhall at any time happen to view them: {0 are the examples 
of the firft and fecond kinde enident to the reafon and 
iudgement of the learned and iudicious Phy ficion, and al 
doe therefore certainely dete& and prooue a fupernaturall 
Author, caufe, or vertue, becaule they are manifeft fuper- 
naturallefiets. 

Thus haue we pointed out briefely, the deteGtion of the 
bewitched Sicke , both by learned Reafon proper vnto the 
iudicious Phy ficion , and alfoby common fenfe and redfon 


in all men. 
If men more at large pleafe to.exercife themfelues in 


due confideration and proofe hereof, they hall finde more 
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certaine and found (atisfaGtion and fruit , with the blefsing | 


and allowance of God, then can iflue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers and Witches , which God hath curfed, and dif- 
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allowed, and in whofe hearts and mouthes, the Diuell is 
oftalying Spirit. 

Ichath been briefely,"and yet fisfficient! y herein proued, 
that Almightie God hath given vnto Reafon light, where. 
by reafonable, temperate and fober minds , through cir- 
cumfpe& care and diligence, may fee and behold whatfo- 
euer is trucly pofsible , or iuft for man to know, with the 
fauour and allowance of Gods grace, inthe dete@ion and 
difcouery of the bewitched Sicke.. Whofocuer therefore 
fhall conteaine or negle& this light, and fhall aske coun. 
fell of Diuels and Witches, the open and proclaimed ene. 
mies of God, doe certainely relicquith their faith, and truft 
ia God theit Creator, and: cheir patience and dependance 
vpon his prouidence, 

And although it may fometimes fall out , that profpe- 
rous iffue doth feeme to follow the counfell of the Diucll, 


yet doth it behooue men to be wary, anid not prefume,. left 


it prooué onely a fweete baite, that by a fenfible good, the 
diveflmay draw their bewitched defirous vaine minds ynte 


antinfenfible damnable hurt. For certainly , he who will 

rather be beholding vntothe Diuell, for his life or health, 
then’chnfe to dié in the gracious and‘mercifull hand of 
‘God his Creator; can neuer expe to participate any por- 


tion of faluation in him, without extraordinary repens. 
tance. 


bewitched Sicke, wherein leaving toenquire at Witches, 
Sorcercers, or impoftors, vpright men, that loue or feare 
God , or imbrace Religion or common reafon, may and ) 


ought confine and fatisfic their inft 


Thus much concerning the reafonable difcouery of the 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 


CHA Be Xb 
The production of the works of Witches and Sorcerers, unto 
the publique fease and cenfure of Juflice. 


Vi hitherto confidered , how the workes of 
VV Dinuels and Witches, may be both manifeft to 


Senfe , and evident to Reafon. They hanein their divers 


kinds and different performances and manners diftinGly 
—beene inftanced. Befides thofe kinds which haue beene 
mentioned , there may bee innumerable more, among 

which are thofe who vndertake and are enquired at, to re- 
ueale treafures hid , gocds loft or conueighed away, the 
workes and guilt of other Witches, goed fortunes, and 
euill fortunes in divers affaires, difleignes and attempts: as 
alfa thofe who vudertake by inchantment, to leade cap- 
tiue the wilsand minds of men, vnto extraordinarie and 
vnreafonable defires or lufts, hatred or loue vnto, or a- 
eainft this or that perfon, or this or that particular thing, 
aboue or beyond the naturall power of refiftence , and the 
force and vfuall guidance of natural! reafon, in the ordina- 
ry courfe of mans will aud nature: butthey are all inclu- 
ded in the fame generall kinde, and common proofe of 
their diuvellifh impietie, deriued from the word of God 
before alleadged vnanfwerably , and the trueconfequence 
of Reafon from thence. 

The difference that is in their diuers kinds , doth onely 
arife from their feuera!l f{ubie&s, manners, ceremonies,and 
rites, according to their feuerall differing contracts with 
the Diuell : fome vfing in their workes, reuelations oro. 
raculous anfweres , of the demandof reforting people in 
onemanner, fathion, ceremonie, gefture, and rite ; fome 
in another, and fome in none at all, certaine, or vachange- 

Concerning thele ceremonies; with their fenerall con- 
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102 The Trial of Witch-craft, 
tracts, andthe manners thereof , I will not write, partly; 
becaufe in this place not much materiall; partly, becaufe 
they are difficult to detect , except by the Witches owne _ 
free cofifefiion, which happeneth very rare and feldome ; 
partly, becanfe they tend more to the fatisfaction of curi- 
ofitie then of vfe, and therefore are not without fome 
danger publifhed. It hathnow beene manifeft by the word 
and mouth of God, vntothe reafon of man, how a Witch 
or Sorcerer may evidently appeare vnto right Reafon; 
namely by his voluntary vndertaking to bee er quired at, 
for knowledge and reuelation of fuch things as are hidden 
by God from all knowledge of men, and are folely and 
properly in the knowledge of Spirits,as hath beene by lear- 
ned Authors and by reafon declared. _ | 
The reuelation being found fupernaturall,doth difcouer 
the {upernaturall Agent or Author the Diucl!, whofe pro- 
per act whatfoeuer man doeth vndertake in part, or in 
whole,mutt neceflarily buy or borrow from him,and there- 
by be conuinced yndoubtedly of contra& with him. 
We haue produced divers forts of noted Pra@ifers like- 
wife of this inhibited contrac, both in the holy Scripture 
_ expreflely nominated, and alfo by their ordinarie common 
cuftome herein obferned in feuerall kindes. | 
Concerning them all, we will conclude as a corallary vn- 
to ali chat went before,with the teftimonie and confirmati- 
on of Lucius Apulesus, that famous,expert,& learned Ma- 
gician,in his hooke de e4ureo Afine, from his long proofe 
and acquaintance with the Diuell : Demones (faith hee ) 
prafident Augurits, etrufpicus, oraculis, eM agorum mira: 
culs, that is, the Diuels are chiefe prefidents, haue chiefe 
power or authoritie, are chiefe Maifters, Guides, or Rulers - 
ouer Diuination, or revelation by the fignes taken in fly- — 
ing of fowles, of diuination by infpeGion of the entralls 
of beafts, of Oracles, and of all the miracles or miraculous 
workes of Magicians. They that will not beleeue the holy 
Scripture, nor the teftimony of fo many men and ae 
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that the Diuell is the fole Authorof vaine miraculous re- 
uelations, diuinations and workes, let them credit the Ma- 

sician his owne mouth. 

~~ As we haue hitherto viewed, how Witch-craft and Wit- 

ches maj bee, firlt, by fenfe manifeftly dete&ed : fecondly, © 

by. reafon evidently conuicted fo let vs now confider, how 

they may bee both produced vnto the barre of Luftice, and 

bee arraigned and condemned of manifeft high Treafon a- 
saint Almighty God, and of combination with his open 


and profefied enemy the Diuell. | 


Concerning the firft, fince it chiefely confifteth in thar 
which is manifeft ynto the outward fenfe, if the witneffes of 
the manifeft magicall and fupernaturall a@,be fubftantiall, 
fufficient, able to iudge, free from exception of malice,par- 
tialitie, diftraGtion, folly ; and if by conference & counfell 
with learned men, religioufly and induftrioufly exercifed, . 
in iudging in thofe affaires, there bec inftly deemed node-. 
ception of fenfe, miftaking of reafon or imagination, I fee 
no true canfe, why it fhould defcrue an * or NOt commu- 
bee reputed a true Bill, worthy to bee inquit€d, as cafe fit nis fori, Per- 
and mature for the {ame due triall, which Iuftice, Law, and 
équitie haue ordained in common vnto all other rightfoli 
hearings and proceedings by witneffe and teftimonie, ale. renus fant. 
though it is likely to prooue a rare plea or-caufe,becaufe in Heretici pers 
teafon not too frequently to bee found, and farre leffe * in Ginent ad fo- 
It (elfe common or vfuall, then is vulgarly reputed. It ssa 
‘Might notwithftanding, haply bee more oft deteéted, if Jes perpe- 
more diligently according to reafon inquired. trant in ho~ 

The fecond kinde of Witch by euidence of reafon difco- minibus aut 
uered, is farre more frequent then the firft, as appearethi a gee 

by the varietie and multitude of names, which it hath bran- ¢);..* praelad 
ded vpon it, and the diuerfitie of kindes and fathions which , 2, 
a hath put on. Ic is likewife more eafily. deteGted and * Quidam 


prooued, plus 2quo 
tribuunt ope. 


_A fupernaturall reuelation being firft made truely ma- ye 
nieft (left prepofteroufly wee haply call a furmifed, or 
fallely {ufpected offender into queftion, before any = Binsfeldius, » 
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104. riall of Witchcraft, 
be apparent or knowne ; which is an vnivft iniury,and wor- 
thy of rebuke and fhame with God and iuft men) a fuper- 

 naturall reuelation (I {ay ) being manifeft, any mans guilty 
contrad& therein is prooued, by his vndertaking to bee en- 
That vndertaking likwife is eafily knowne & difcouered 

by thofe that haue inquired. The foundation of this way 

+ —_ of inueftigation of this Witch or Sorcerer, is the Word of 

30d it felfe before recited, and iuft and true reafon built 


thereupon, cannot fall or be fhaken. 
Thus hauing brought thefe prifoners to the Barre, I 
there arreft any farther progreffe,and leaue them to Iuitice, 
to the decree and fentence of the reverend, graue, and 
learned Iudge, and fo proceede the third promifed way of 
inueftigation, and inquifition of Witches and Sorcerers, 
according to likely prefumption, probable and artificial 
coniecture. 
But before wee arriue vpon that point, it is neceflarie, 
that firft a materiall obieGtion bee fatisfied. That is, in the 
forementioned‘Iudgement of fupernaturall workes of Sore 
cery manifeft to fenfe, how canany true teftimony or wit- 
nee be required or expected, fince doubt is made whether 
really or truely, or deluforily and in feeming onely, many 
or mofkt things of that kinde, are feene or heard ? Hereto 
is anfwered : As atrue fubftance is feene not of it felfe fim- 
ply, but in and by the outward true figne, fhape, proporti- — 
on, colours, and dimenfion inherent therein, and infepa- 
rable there-from; fo the true likeneffe, refeaiblance and 
Sesame of that fubftance, when feparated from that 
ubfiance, is as truely and as really feenc. Therefore, ex- 
perience doeth fhew vs, that the fame eye which faw the 
fhape, proportion, and figure, together with the true fub- 
ftance, doeth as perfe&tly both feeand know it, when itis - 
feparated from the fubftance by the Art of the Painter. 
As in the true miracles of God, wrought by the hand of © 
his feruant the true and vndoubted fubftance of a 
trucly created Serpent, was feene when it was a 
rom 
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from a rodde, by the outward proper and inherent fhape: 
foas truely wasan outward ponrtraiture and likeneffe of 
Serpents feene, in the falfe miracle of the {eeming tranf- 
mutation of the Sorcerers roddes. For how could religion 
or reafon condemne thofe miracles of the Diuell for illuff- 
ons, if the lively refemblance of miracles appearing mani- 
fe(tly vnto the eye , had notthereby made them knowne ? 
For an example, or uluftration, how isa iuggling deceit 
knowne bur by the eye? The fight is faid tobee deceived 
therein. Therefore it doeth fee that which doeth deceiue. 
Reafon likewifle comparing that which was feene, with that 
which is not .feene; that 1s, the counterfait with the true © 
fubftance’, doeth prooue the counterfaic the prefent ob- 
ic& of the fight. The fame eyes therefore that faw, ia the 
true miracles of CAofes, the fubftance of a Serpent by 
the true infeparable inherent fhape, faw likewile the true 
image and piure of a Serpent, inthe falfe and feeming 
miracles of the Enchaunters of Egypt. The teftimony 


with the true Difcouerie thereof, 105 


| of the prefentation of both vnto the eye, is as true as 


trueth it {clfe;. becaule the Word of trueth hath faid it. 
That the Diuell is as powerfull as the mof excellent Pain- — 
ter, to reprefent any the moft true and linely likenefleof _ 
any creature, is in reafon cleare, and hath beene alfo be- 
Therefore a true teftimonie may bee truely giuen, and 
iuftly accepted or taken of a liuely fhape, figure, likeneffe, 
or proportion, really prefented (by the Art of the Diuell) 
vito the eye. All the doubt then remaining, is, to puta 
_ true difference betweene that which our imagination doeth 
reprefent vnto vs, from within the braine, and that which 
wee fee without by the outward fenfe. This difference will 
beft appeare by an example. Fernelins in his fiift booke, 
cap. 11. de Abd. rer. cauf. docth make mention of a man, 
who by the force of charmes, would coniure into a looking 
glaffe certaine fhapes or vifions, which there would either 
by writing, or by lively prefentations fo perfe&tly expreffe 


and fatisfie, whatfoener hee did demaund or commaund 
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“ywnto them, thateafily and readily it might b-e diftingui- 


fhed, and knowne by ftanders by. This Fernelius doeth 
report that hee faw himfelfe. What fhall wee fay hercin ? 
Was this Diuelifh praifeathing doubtfull? Was it not 


_ manifeft tomany eyes, diverfitie of beholders, and the iu- 


dicious view of a learned and difcerning fight. The hike — 
Franci{cus Picus Mirandula reporteth, videliet, that a fa- 


mons Magician of Jraly in his time, did keepe the skull of a 


dead man, out of which the Diuwell did:deliver anfweres vn- 
tomen enquiring, whenthe Wizard had firft vttered cer. 
taine words, and ‘had turned the skull toward the Sunne. 
Thefe things being palpably feene, could not bee meere 


imagination. Thofe things which are meerely in imagina- 


tion (withthofe men whom difeafes deprive not of cheir 
fenfe or reafon ) are by right reafon and true fenfe, after a 
fhort time of their prevalence, eafily detected to be imagi- 
nary ; but thofe things. which aretrucly, really, andcer- - 
tainely feene, remainethe fame forcuer after in their due 
reception of fenfe; with vndoubted and vnchanged allow= 
ance of reafon. 
Hence it is, that a manina fleepe or dreame, though for 
a fhort fpace, hee doeth oft times verily , really, and very 
feelingly (asit were ) thinke himfelfe in many-a@ions and 
employments; yet when hee awaked from fleepe, his fenfe 
and reafon doe tell him hee was but in a dreame. Many 
ficke perfons likewife vfually, though waking, dreame of 
things falfely imagined,but the difeafe being gone,and their 
fenfe and reafon there-from recovered, they then know 


and laugh at the fallacies of their imaginations. Bythefe 


fhort inftances it is apparent, that it is not a thing impofsi- 
ble, but vfuall and familiar vnto all kinde of men that want — 
not their common wits, to diftinguifh betweene thole 
things which are onely in imagination,and thofe which are 
reall and indeede. riod w 

From hence we may then truely conclude, that againft 
the acts of Sorcerie and ‘Witch-craft manifeft to fenfe, the 


due teftimonies of vnderftanding, difcreete, and ivftmen; 


ought 
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ought to bee no leffe equivalent then againft another open 
a&s,or crine whatfocuer,w hereof the Witch of Endor may 
ferne to fhut vp and conclude all doubt for ever herein, for 
an vnanfwerable inftance and proofe. Shee acknowledgeth 
her guilt and crime might bee made manifeft vnto Seal in 
thefe wordes, 1. Sam. 28.9. Wherefore feekeft thou to 
take-mee in a fhare, to canfe mee to die? Saul likewife 
himfelfe doeth grant vnto her, the fufficiency of his te 
mony tocaufe hertodie, verfeg. inthefewerdes, As 
Lord liueth, no harme fhall come vnto thee, for this thing : 
meaning,by his teftimony of her fa&,no harme fhould come | 
vnto her. But here may bee obie&ted; that it was not his 
teftimony of her fa& of raifing the vifion of Saul, which 
the Witch did feare, but his teftimony of her confeffion of 
her felfe to be a Witch, by promifing to vndertake it. The 
contrary is manifelt by the Text,’ ver/e 21. See, thy hand- 
maide hath obeyed thy voyce, and I haue put my foulein | 
thy hand, and have obeyed the word which thon faidft vn-- 
tome. And thus is the doubt concerning the fufficiencie of 
te{timonies, ahd witneffe in cafe of Witch-craft fatisfied. It 
now remaineth as was promifed and intended, that we next 
view that light vnto the difconery of Witch-craft, which — 
artificiall conie@ure, probable reafon and likely prefump- 
tion doe afford, fince what fenfé and reafon haue made ma- 
nifeft is already declared. 


That Witches and Witch.craft may be difconered by probable 
reafon and prefumption. | | 


- § from things euident to fenfe, and manifeft torea- * Opinio 
| vera eft habi- 
fon, thére iflueth a certainety of vndoubted know- con. 
ledge: fo in things that carry onely probabilitie, diligence clugonesex 
doth beget and produce verity and * truth of opinion. Diale@icis: 
Hence it commeth to pafle, that he who truely knoweth, 
and knowingly can diftinguith and difcerne the validitie, 
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“nature, difference, and right vfe of probabilities, doth 


feldomein his opinions miftake orerre. 


Hence alfo it commeth to paffe, that according to feue. | 
rall meafures,and degrees of diligence, ftudy, praGtice, and 


exercife of indging i in probabilities,meu doe diverfly differ, 
fome excelling other in the merited {tiles and attributes of 
fubtiltie , Poli cy, Sagacity,'Exquifitenes, It is true, that in 
* Cerium elt, probabilitie, is no perpetuall * certainty: notwith{tanding 
= slicer 0 that warily and wifely weigheth it, cannot in the vncer- 
fiat,probabile, tainty thereof but finde more certainty , then in blinde 


quod plerun-_and vnlikely cafualties then in rafh attempts and profecuti- 


que ita fiats ons, voide of counfell, or Jikely reafon. 


For although fometimes thole things which feeme moft 


likely and probable, doe happen to prooue falfe , yet doth 


Mature and reafon teach and inioyne vs rather to eiue | 


credit thereto; and experience doth manifeft that the caufe 
oa of deception therein, for the moft part,doth confift in the 
weakenefle of mans indging thereof aright. For in 1udging 
of probabilities, are great oddes, fome things onely feeme 
probable to fach as are * wife,learned, expert, fubtill:fome 


* Probabilia the moft exquifite Iudges alone fome to every vul- 


funt,quz pro- 


fome torhe choife and beft fort of Vulgars, and not 
omnibus, aut Ynto alls and in thefe differences, doth neceflarily breede | 


plurimis, aut much error and miftaking. Notwithftanding, the vertue 
and force of probabilitic it , fimply doth not deceiue, 
non plorimis, or vfually faile, but as it is dinerfly and differently con- 
atmaxime ceived by men, that oft prooueth falfe, which feemed like- 


probatis,quo- Jy. Vatems huuc perbibemus optimum , {2\th Cieero, qui bene 


tumeftipe- , thatis, we auouch and aflirme that nian tobe the 


beft Prophet » Or prognofticator of iffuesto come or hap- 


pen, who hath the power and skill of right 2nd truecon- 

seGure, which ever confifteth in the Gon 
- of- probable inducements. 

What is among men more admired, or more worthy to 

be admired, then this art, this skill,this power?‘ Who doth 

‘not know what vfe, alfo what benefit doth arife thereby, 


A 


fo 


bothvnto the true warrant and allowance ofaGion,andalb 
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fovnto the maintenance , amd iuftification of right opini- 
on, in counfels and deliberation ? As in all other faculties 
and {ciences; the excellencie and neceflitie thereofdoth 
brightly thine: fo moft-apertly vnto common obferuation,, 
it doth prooue and manifeft it felfe in the two feuerall pro- 
feflions of the Logician and the Oratour. Sate 
The Logéscéasin his difcrepations and queftions, concer- 
ning doubts and ambiguities,by the diligence of fubtill 
pute, from the light of prebabilitie, reftifieth the vnftable 
-flu@uation of vnconftant opinion, and produeeth through 
mature difquifition , and raciocination, what is moft fafe, 
moft confonant with truth, tohold, aftirme, orbe per- 
The Orateur in his coniecturall ftate or queftions, in his 
pleas of doubtfull and controuerfed fa&s, or rights,where- | 
in oft-times probabilitie and:likelihood , feeme to ftand 
cquall and vnpartiall voto both parts: notwithftanding by 
mature, acute , and feafonable prefling, and vrging that: 
which is moft like , moft reafonable, and confonant with 
right, with law andequitie, in the end doth bring into: 
light, and difcouer, what is moft equall,vpright,and 
worthy to be credited, or refpetted. What euiGionsiof 
truth andright’, what conui@ionsof guilt and erreur doe 
dayly iffie from hence ,common experience, doth prooue 
anddemonftrate. 

Thusmuchbriefely prefixed in general, concerning the 
‘neceflitie, tight and truth of probabilities ; i¢now remain- 
eth to confider the ve and power thereof likewife, in our 

particular propofed fubie& of Witch:-craft, which com- 

mon fenfe doth not onely iuftifie (as inall other fubiecs ) 
but the word ofvndoubtedtruth. 
Almightie God , in cafe of Idolatrie , doth not onely 
publifh.and proclaime his deteftation of that great finne it 
elfe, but therewith doth include whatfoeuer hath any pro- 
babilitie of refpe@, or reference thereto 3 whether in affe- 
Gion and: inclination, or in ceremonie or fuperititious - 
thew. Thisisenident, Dewt.18. 9. where he firftfor- 

—biddeth 
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TheTriall of Witch. craft, 
biddeth his people fo much asto imitate, or.doe after the 
manners of the Gentiles;-and afterward particularifeth 


their making: their fonnes and daughters to paflethorow 


the fire, ‘Likewife Leuit.19, 27,28. where he forbiddeth as 
much as the cutting of his peoples heads, or the corners 
of their heads round, or marring thetufts of their beards, 
or marking or cutting of their fleth, as was the manner of 
Infidelsand Gentiles, in theit mourning and lamenting of 
the dead. Likewife Dew. 16.21. wherehe forbiddeth fo 

much as the planting of any groues of trees neere his Al- 

tar, becaufe it was the cuftome, inuention, manner,and re- 

femblance of Idolaters. 

As incafe of Idolatrie, fo in cafe of Witch-craft, which 
is likewife a kinde of Idolatry , becaufe the worfhip of 
Diuels , Almightie God in thofe places of holy Writ, 
where he publifheth and proclaimeth his high difpleafure 
again{t Witches and Sorcerers,with that abominable finne 
itfelfe, doth alfo condemne as abominable ; : Firft,in gene- 
rall all kinde of fhew , of affetion, liking, inclination, or 
refpe& thereof ; Secondly, any cuftomes, fafhions, rites, 
ceremonies, {uperftitions,or geftures from thence deriued, 
or belonging thereto. | 
The firft is manifeft,Lewit. 1 9.verfe 31. There the Pro- 
phet, from their God Jehouah, doth charge his people, that 
they doe not fo much as turne toward, or decline toward - 
Sorcerers or South-fayers, vouchiafe to aske any queftion, 
or to refpe& them : and Lenst.20. verfe 6. he giueth tudge- 
ment and fentence of death , again{t that foule that doth 
but turne or looketoward them. ee 

The fecond is likewife manifeft, //aiah 8.verfe 19. where 
Ajimightre God noreth the fuperftitious peepings, whifpe- 
rings, and mutterings of Sorcerers, and according to thofe 
geftures, doth with reproch terme them whifperers, mut- 
terers and peepers and Dent. 18, verfe10,11.he rebear- 
feth their mumblings,and charmings, and their fuperftiti- 
ous marking the flying of fowles; and Lenit.19.ver/e 26. 
he noteth theirvaine and ceremontous obferuing of ene 
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If then Almightie God be fo ftriG@ , that he will not en- 
dure or tolerate fo much.as.a friendly looking toward Sor- 
cererss the lealt refpe& giuen vntothem , orfo muchasa— 
demand ofa queftion‘at their hands , any inclination to- 
wardthem , any their ceremonies, rites or fuperftitions, 
yea, fo {mali a matter as their very outward geftures; how 
canreligious zeale , or the duty of man toward:God his 
Creator, elteeme any of thefe, or the like, or the leaft of 
them, leffe then fufficient matter of probable doubt, pre- 
fumption, religious iealoufie, and fufpicion againft fuch 
rie doe, or dare prefume to imitate, to pracife orvie 
Asthe holy Scripture hath pointed out fome few ge- 
{tures, manners, and rites of Sorcerers, for an example.and 
light vnto allother of the fame kinde : fo haththe daily 
obferuations of fucceeding times added infinite more, 
which haue, doe, and ftill may encreafe, multiply , and be — 
added, and newly invented, and put on :new different 
fhapes and fafhions, according to the fancie of the con- 
traGors therein, whichare the Diuell, and man poflefied 
_ by him,in whole powers and wiil, according to the nature, 
qualitie and conditions of their contra, dependeth and 
confifteth the variation, or innovation of ceremonious 
For this caufe, among Authors and records both of 
elder and later times, wee reade of fuch diuerfities and 
numbers of fuperiticious litations, dedications, performan- 
ces, and a diabolical! folemnities, therefore we 
manifefted fuch fuperftitious rites,ceremonies and geftures 
of Sorcerers, as. the holy Scripture hath noted and deci- 
phered ; fo let vs propound fome other by after-times,and 
other Authors obferued. 


Some -haue vfed intheir intention orexecution of their * < ¢¢ Mafter 


Ferkins dif- 


Diabolicall workes,or in the way of prelufion one kinde of couery of 
-* ceremonious homage, and fome another. Some doe ne- wirch-craft, 
utr attempt nor enterprifea Diabolicall execution, but chap, 2. pag. 


with mumblings, whifperings,and fecret (ounds;and 48. 
| ar | 
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Dhe Trial of Witch-craft, 
‘heard gtumbling in their mouthes : as Theophraftus in his 
9. booke of herbes and plants doth witnefle, concerning 
cettaine Magicians in gathering Helleborus,and Afandra- 
gora: and as islikewile vndoubtedly difcouered , by 
great attributes that are by many famous Writers afcribed © 
vntothe Caball of the Iewes, and vnto letters, charaers, 
words, fillables and fentences fuperftitionfly prottounced. 
Galenwriteth, that.a certaine Sorcerer by vttering and 
muttering but one word, immediately killed, or canfed to 
dye a Serpent'or Scorpiom in hisbooke de Abd. 
morb.canf. affirmeth , That fome kinde of people haue becne 
obferued to doe hurt and to farprife others by ufing only certaine 
facred and holy words. \z is'apparent likewife, that others 
haue accomplithed their diuelifh ends, by apparitions , 
fhapes, or figures, raifed or coniured into glaffes; as Frr- 
nelins , an eye-witnefle in his booke de Abdie, rer. cauf. 
doth publith. ‘Some receiue power and vertue from the 
Diuell vnro their Diabolicall preparations , by certaine 
inchanted hearbes, or medicines which they mixe and ga- 
ther, f{ometimes with brafie hookes,fometimes by Moone- 
fhine in the night, fometimes with their feete bare and na- 
ked, and their bodiesclothed with white thirts, as Piinte 
reporteth. Somearercported , to obtdine of the Divell 
_ their defired ends or workes, by delivering vnto the Dinell 
bonds or covenants; written with their owne hands. This 
Serres the-French Chronicler doth.report , confeffed by 
cérraine Witches; it-the raigne of Henry the fourth. And 
Fox, in the life of Luther, doth make mention 
of ayongman, whodeliuered a bond-vato the Diuell, 
ypon certaine corditions , which bond was written with 
the yong-maks owne blood, and vpon his repentance, and 
the earneit zealous prayer of the people vnto God in his’ 
behalfe; was redéliueted’, and caft intorhe Church inthe 
view and fight of the whole affembly there and then being. 
Some deriue an effeGtuall vertue vnto their decreed Diuel- 
: lith workes ; by hanging charaGers or papers about the 
necke, as Phe réeporteth.. Some praéife ro bring theit 
Diuelifh 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. , ee 
Diuelith ends ynto iflue, by coniured images and pi@ures 
of waxe, golde, earth, or other matter,as Thomas Aquinas 
in his booke de occuless Natura witnefleth. 
Holingshed, page 534. doth chronicle the execution of 
certaine Traitours , for confpiring the king of Englands 
death by Sorcereus and MagicallpiCtures of waxe. The 
fame author, page 1271. doth report, that in the twentith 
yeere of Queene E LIX ABET H, a figure-flinger (as 
hee termeth him) being fufpe&ed as a Coniurer or Witch, 
 fudainely dying, there was found about him (befides 
bookes of coniuration, and other Sorcerous papers er 
-Chara@ers) the pi&ure of a man wrought out of Tynne, 

Some late writers have obferued, that diuers Witches by 

fuch pictures, haue caufed the perfons thereby reprefented 
fecretly to languith and confume, as was lately prooued a- 

gainft fome late famous Witches of Yorke-fhire and Lanca- 
fter, by the teftimonies beyond exception of witnefles, not. 
onely prefent, but prefidents in their tryall and arraign- 
ment. Some execute their hellifh intentions by infernal! 
compofitions , drawne out of the bowels of dead and mur- 
thered Infants; as Jeannes Baptift Portain his bookede 

Magia natural,doth from his owne knowledge affirme,and 
thereto the AZallens AZaleficarum with others doe affent. 

Some praétife alfo Sorcery by tying knots,as Sant Jerome 
teftifieth in vita concerning a prieft of eA /culapins 
at Memphis. Some practife Witch-craft by touching with 
the hand or finger onely, as Bimuensus faith. Some in their 
Sorcerous a&ts or coniurations, vfe partchment made of 
the skinne of Infants, or children borae before their times 
as Serres reporteth from the confeflion of Witches, in the 
time and raizue of Henry the fourth dete&ted.Some for the 


promoting of their Diuelifh deuices, vfe the miniftery 
(rits courfe o 
living creatures, or of Divels. and fpirits in their * likenefle 


as hiftories report , and Theocritus in his Pharmsacentria, chap. a.pages 


feemeth to credit, inducing there aSorcerefle, who by the ,8. 
power of her bird, did drawe and force her Louerto come 
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This feemeth not impofsible vnto a Witch, by the multi- 
tude of living fhap-s, which the Diuell in former ages hath 
vfually aflumed, termed Fannes, Satyres, Nympbes, and the 
like, familiarly conuerfing with men. Some bring their cur- 
fed Sorcery vntotheir wifhed end, by {acrificing vnto 
the Diuell fome liuing creatures,as Serres likewife witnes- 
eth,from the confefsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of 
France deprehended; among whom , one confefled to haue 
offered vnto his Dine]! or Spirit a Beetle. 

Thisfeemeth not improbable, by the Diabolicall litati- 
ons and bloudy facrifices, not onely of other creatures, but 
euen of men, wherewith in ancient time the heathen plea- 
{ed their gods,whichwere no other then Diuels. And rather 
then the Diuell will altogether want worhhip, he is fome- 
times contented to accept the paringsof nailes ; as Serres 
from the confefsion of certaine French Witches doth re- - 
port. Some Authors write,that fome forts of Sorcerers are 
obferued to faften vpon men their Magicall mifchteuous 
| effe&s , and workes , by conueying or deliuering vnto the 
perfons, whom they meane to affaule, meats, or drinkes,or 
other fuch like; as is. euident by the generall knowne 
er of the Magicke cups of the inchaunted Filtra or loue 
draughts : and as feemeth iuftified by S. euguftine, in his 
18. booke de Cinitate Des, making mention of a woman 
whobewitched others, by delivering only a piece of cheefe. 
Some of our late Countrie-men haue obferued , fome 
Witches to mifchiefe or furprife fuch as they intend mali- 
cioufly to deftroy ,. by obtaining fome part or parcell of 
theirgarments , or any excrements belonging vnto them, 
astheir hayre, or the hike. 

It isnot to be doubted that the Diuell,that old Protens, 
is able.to change and metamorphife hts rites, ceremonies, 
and fuperftitions, into what new fhapes or formes are beft 
{futable to his pleafure and his fellow-contraGors moft 
commodious vfes and purpofes. Concerning all the former 
mentioned , although it be exceeding difficult ; nay, an 
impolsible thing for any man to auouch euery ofthem 

true 
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true in his owne knowledge or experience ; yet for that 
fome kindes of them wee may afluredly know and beleeue 
from God himfelfe , who hath in hisfacred word nomina- 
ted both * apparitions of the Diuel, as alfo, incantations, * fish 8.19, 
charmes, * fpels and familiarity with Spirits; as alfofor * Sam.1.2%, 
that reafon doth demonftrate, that there may be many 
_ more kinds, befides thofe named of the fame likenefle, na- — 
ture abufed, and diuelith vie ; and for that vnto otherfome, Deuteron; 
the credit, worth and merit of thofe Writers by whom 
they haue been obferued and publifhed, doth giue weight 
and eftimation , it may be approoued as an infallible con- 
clufion, that wherefoeuer any of them or the like, being 
diligently enquired after, areeither really found, or in ap. 
_ parence or fhew refembling, that there (with the concur- 
rence of circumftances , and approoued precedence of a 
manifeft worke of Sorcery confenting) thatthere, I fay,it 
ought to be fufticient & yncontreled matter,or occafion of 
fufpicion and prefumption againft the particular , in 

_ whom they areby inft witneffes free from exception, de- 
tected and palpably knowne, pra@ifed and exercifed. As 
we haue now bricfly recited and called to mindefome forts 
of fuch ceremonies, rites, fuperftitions, manners, inftru- 
ments and geftures as ate annexed nto that kinde of Sor- 
cery or Witch.-craft which confifteth in aGtion:Sa let vs al- 
fo recite (ome other forts of ceremonies,rites,and fuper- 
Rtitions, which belong vnto that kinde of Sorcery which ts 
conuerfant in diuinations, reuelations of things hidden, 
prediions,and prophecies. Diuinations according to na- 
ture orart, as Cicero diftinguifheth in his firft booke de 
Diuinatione, we doe not intend or purpofe, but that diut- | 
nation which the fame Author in the fame place doth refer 
into a power aboue man,which he there termeth the power 
of the gods, betweene whom and diuination , the Stesckes 
make this reciprocation, Si fit Dininatio, Diy funt, fi Dy fint 
eft Dininatio ; that is, if there be right divination or predi- 
Gion of thiagstocome not contained in Art or Nature, 
certainly that divination is of the gods, as reciprocally 
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where there are Gods, there is diuination. Here wee fee 
plainely, not onely the antiquity but the dire& originall of 
diuinations,and that they do manifeftly deriue themfelues 
from Idol-gods, from Infidels,from Idolaters. 

This is further euident likewile, by the gene rall current 
and report of all Hiftories, euen from the firft beginning 
and foundation of Rome by Romulus,as through all ancient 
writings and writers, the frequent mention of Augury,24- 
rufpicy, Extsicy,and the like,doth plentifully witneffe. The 
holy Scripture alfo and Word of God doth teftifie the 
fame, Deut. 18. verfeg, 10,11. where diuination by the 
flying of fowles, by the obferuation of times, and the like, 
are reckoned among the abominations of the Nations, or 
Gentiles. 

The originall then of Diuinations ifluing from Diuels. 
(becaufe from falfe gods, the gods of the heathen and 
Idolaters) let vs for the better noting of the abomination 
it felfe, obferue and point out fome of their ceremonies; 
manners, and fuperftitions alfo. 

Some in olde time vfed todiuine, as by the flying of 
fowles,fo by viewing of lightning, by monfters, by lots,by 
infpetion of the Starres, by dreames, per monflra, & por- 
tenta, fulgura, fortes, In‘omnia, per Aftra, as Ciceroteftifieth 
at large in his bookes de Dininatiene. Some did vfe to draw. 

their Divinations out of tubs, or veffels of water, wherein- 
towere caft certaine thin plates of filuer and gold, and o- 
ther precious Jewels, by which the Diuels ( which Infidels. 
ignorantly called their gods) were allured to anfwere vnto 
demands, donbts, and queftions, as is by P/elus defcribed, 
and was viuall among the e4/yrian coniectors. Some de- 
rived their Divinations from Jooking-plaffes, wherein the 
Diuell fatisfied ynto demands and queftions, by figures 

and fhapes there appearing, | ae 
This kinde of Diuination was called ««7ajeueria where- 
unto came very neere and was like ysenouartiz. Some fetch 
their Diuinations by lots, taken from points, |etters,cha- 
raCters, figures, words, fyllables, fentences, which kinde of 

 divuinataon 
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divination is diftinguifhed by the name of *\weuania. If we 
fhould number vp euery particular kinde of fhape, wherein: 
Diuination doeth fhrowde it felfe, it would prooue a tong 
and tedious voyage, not onely through fire, water, ayre, 
-earth,and other farre diftant and diuided parts of the wide 
and {pacious world, but through fiues, riddles,the guts and 
bowels of the dead, and many other fecret haunts & holes, 
wherein as the inuincible Labyrinths of intricate illufions, 
the Diuell doeth fhadow and hide his fubtill infidiation of 
filly deceived man. 

He that defireth more curionfly to reade other particu- 
lars herein,I referre him vnto S. euguftine, de natura De- 
monum, and to Camserarius, de Diuinationum generibus. It is 
fufficiene that the trueth and pofiibilitie of thefe kindes 
of Diuinations and the like, with their ceremonics, rites, 
cuftomes, and fuperftitions; as alfo their detefted origi- 
nall,end, vfe,and abomination, is efteemed diuellith by the 
Word of God, and his moft facred voyce, wherein vnder 
thofe kindes of Diuination, by the flying of fowles, obfer- 
uation of times, Deut. 18. verfe 10, 11. and vaine gazing 
and beholding the Starres, J/aiah 47.1 9. he difplayeth and 
iudgeth the nature and qualitie of all other the like, coue- 
red by what ftiles or names foeuer. The enumeration of 
any more forts, might increafe in number, and aduance cu- 
riofitie, but can adde nothing fubf{tance or material! vies 
The reafon that the Diuell requireth thefe ritesand cere- 
monies, S. Auguftine doeth declare 4b, 21. cap. 6. de Csait. 
‘Dei, Alliciuntur Damones ({aith he ) per varia genera lapi- 
dum, herbarum, lignorum, animalium,carmixam, riuam, non 
ut animalia cibis fed ut [piritus fignts, in quantum fcilicet hac 
318 adhibentur in fignum diuins honoris cuius funt cuptds. 
Thatis, Diuels are drawneor Coniured, by divers kindes 
of ftones, hearbes, woodes, creatures, words, rimes, rites, 
or ceremonies, not as living creatures defire food, but as 
fpirits reioyce or delight in fignes, becaufe thofe fignes ar- 
gue refped, worfhip, and honour, whereof they are very 


ambitious and defirous, as affe@ing Diuine worfhippe in. 
3 malice. 
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malice of God himfelfe and his Diuine worfhip. To the 
fame purpofe faith Binsfeldins Comment. vel Explicat. sv 
prelud. 9. Delettantur Damones fignis cum soutars Deum 
ilies « én Sacramentis fuss. That is, Diuels delight in 
fignes, rites,and ceremonies, as defiring to imitate,or to 
be Jike God in his Sacraments. 

Wee haue fummarily ( wherein for our information is 
fufficient competence) preduced fome few forts of ceremo- 
nies, rites, and fuperftitious geftures in both kindes,that is, 
both fuch as belong to that kinde of Sorcery, which con- 
fifteth in a&, and working, as alfo that which is exercifed 
in Diuination, prediGion, and revelation. 

The general] rule and reafon is thefame,and extendeth i it 
felfe equally againft both. 

Let vsthen in the conclufion thus conioyne them both 
together. What man is he anong men fo blind, who behol- 
ding in any man the former ceremonies, rites,prelufions,or 
geliures, being fufpicious notes, markes, cognizances, and 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde,anddoeth 
not thinke that he may with good reafon doubt ‘the ordi 
nary correfpondence of fruits, workes anfwerable there- 
to? Vato the former prefumption, if circum{tances of time, 
place, inftruments and meanes, fitting fuch diuellith Ades, 
opportunitie, and the like doe adde their force, doeth nor 
tuft occafion of doubt increafe? For illuftration and ex- 

— ample, let vs fuppofe a perfon of a curious and * inqui- 
Palinzin hie fitiue difpofition in things hidden or inhibited , a man 
difcourfe of VOide of the feare and knowledge of God, a fearcher 
Witch-craft, after Sorcerers, and their diuellifh Artes, educate among 


_ Chap.1-pag-u, them by kindred, affinitie, or neighbour-hood, with 


them hauing generall opportunitic vnto incheation 
to that Diabolicall myfterie, a man likely and prone 
to become a receptacle of Diuels, exprefied by his long 
obferued , or knowne flying from, or hating all occafi- 
ons or places, where the name, mention, worfhippe, 
or aderation of Almighty God is in any kinde vied; a 
man out of whole curled lips hath at any time beene — 

the 
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the * renouncing of God, or voluntary profefsion of loue Perkins 
and friendfhip vnto the Diuel (all which with horror fome- chap 2 pag. 
times my owncearesdidheare, ina * woman at an open 48. difcourfe 


afsife,being there indited vpon fafpicion of Witch-craft. ) of — 
cratt. 


Let vs yet further confider in thefame man, anextraor- « She was ~ 
dinary alienationof himfelfe, from all focietie and come exfie and 
pany with men ( for that familiar conuerfation with Di- ready to pre- 
uels, begetteth an hatred and deteftation, both of the re- fees that the- 
membrance of God or fight of men ) likewife a frequenta- Peme 
tion orfolemne haunting of defarte* places,forfaken & vn- hiswealil 
accuftomed of men, the habitations of Zym and Jym, butbemng 
eraues and fepulchres. This feemeth, A4ath. 8. Luke 8, Tequired to 

The poffeffed and the Witch, are both the habitacles of the Diuell & 
Diuels ; with this onely difference, that the Witch doth a!l his works, 
willingly entertaine him. | the did refule 
cuftome of haunting tombes and fepulchres, inthe 

one doth make it probable,and credible in the other. Like- decal 
wife a folitary folacing himfelfe, or accuftoming abroad (videlicer) | 
oft, and vfually alone, and vnaccompanied at times and for thatthe 


houres vonfuall and vncouth to men, as the moft darke Divell had 


feafons of the night, fitting the darke workes, and the 
workemen of the Prince of Darkenes. . Sonali 
vs yetmore particularly obferue this man branded the confefsion: 
witlrthe former note, feeming or profefsing to practife of Witches 
-workes abouc the power and pofsibilitie of man, to chrea- 
ten or promife to performe , beyond the cuftome of men; the raigne of 

whether in general], or toward any particular. Ina diel. Henry 4. of 
lith. intended a@tion bent againft any particular, likewife france. 
wee may diligently examine any manifeft {peciall prouo- 
cation, firft given :. fecondly, an apparent apprehenfion 

thereof exprefled by words, geftures, or deedes: thirdly _ 
intention, or expeGation , fucceeding the prouocation, 

-ftarting out oft-times,or intimated by any rath, vnaduiled, 

or fudaine proie& of headie and vnbridled pafsion: fourth 

ly the opportunitie futable vnto fuch an intended defieigne, 
as time and place competent for acceffe , piste 
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fight, or receiving from, or giuing vnto the particular, a- 
gainft whom fuch diuellifh thoughts are fet, any thing, 
wherein any inchanted power or vertue isv{ually hid and 
conueighed. 
After a Sorcerous deede is thus certainely obferved to 
proceede, we may then further with vigilant circum{peGi- © 
on view,whether ought may be dete&ed,iuftly arguing his 
reioycing pride, or boafting therein, that ftandeth iuftly 
fufpected, or onght that may prooue or expreffe his doubr, 
or feare of difcouery, his guilty lookes, cunning euafions, 
fhifting, lying, or contradictory anfweres, and apologies 
vnto particulars vrged. 
Thefe circumftances and the like,though each alone and 
_ fingle may feeme of nomoment or weight, yet concurring 
together, or aptly conferred, they oft produce a worth 
from whence doth iflue full & complete fatisfaction. Ver:- 
fimilia fingula fuo pondere monent, coacernata mult um profici- 
unt ({3ith Cicero) that is, euery finglecircumf{tance hath his 
weight and vfe, but confenting and concurring together, 
; _ they doe much aduantage. Since then what vertue or 
| power foeuer, circumftances and prefumptions, doe vfual- 
ly and generally vnfoid in all other fubic&s or matters 
whatfoeuer , the fame equally and as largely, reafon doeth 
here difplay and offer in this of Witch-craft: why fhould 
not the like praGife thereof herein alfo bee vrged and 
found, as likely and fuccesfull? I doe not commend or 
allow the vfuall rafh, foolifh and fantafticall abule of cir- 
; cumftances, nor their wrefting and forging, nor the con- 
juration or raifing vp of their likeneffz’, and thadowes, 
without any fubftance or trueth (as is too common and 
vulgar) out of mecre fancy or defe& of true iudgement, 
without the due manifeftation of acertaine crime firft in 
this kinde afiured. 
| But where all the former circumftances doe truely and 
| really occurre, or molt of them, or the moft material! 
| moneft them with an apparant vecontrouled precedent 
 enidence of anvndoubred.a& of Sorcery, and are not in- 
direGly 
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dire&tly wrefted or guifefully extorted,but dire@ly proucd, 
& fairely produced and vrged; what man inioying his com- 
mos fenfe or reafon, can be ignorant, what alarge {cope 
and fatre ficlde they doe yeeldctofent , totraceandchace . 
the moft hidden and fecret guilt of Witches whatfoeuer, 
out of their vemoft fhifting moft clofe couerts and fubtill 
doe not affirme circumftances and prefumptions,fimp. 
ly in themfelues fufficient to prooue or condemne a Witch: 
but what reafonable man will or can doubt or deny, where 
firft amanifeft worke of Sorcery, is with true iudgement 
difcerned , and knowne certainely perpetrate: that the 
former circumftances and prefumptions pointing vntoa 
particular, doe giue {.fficient warrant, reafon, and matter 
of calling that particular into queftion, & of inioyning and 
vrging him vnto his purgation and tuftification from thofe 
euill apparances, whereby throngh the differencics, iarres, 
contraricties , and contradiGiotis of the falfe faces and 
vizards of feeming truth (becaufe identity and vnity is pro- 
perly and folely found with truth ic felfe inuiolable and the 
fame) guiltineffe is oft vnable to finde a covert to hid it 
felfe, but rubbed or galled vnto the quicke, doth breake 
out and iffue forth in his owne perfe& and vndeceiuing lik- 
nefle. It may be obie&ed; tharit doth commonly fall our, 
and is fo oft feene , thatthe hearts of Witches are by the 
Diuell fo poffeffed, fo hardned and fealed vp againft all 

touch, either of any confcience, or the leaft fparke of the 
affe€tions of men left inthem, that there ts no poffibility,, 
or hope of any prevalence, by the prefsing of any pre- 
fumptions or circumftances, which they for the avoft part 
will anfwere with wilfull and peruerfe filence, 
This is and may be fometimestrue, yet is no fufficient 
reafon, why due proofe and trya'l fhould not alwayes dili- 
gently be madeherein, fince firft experience it felfe doth 
witneffe a manifeft bene fice thereby: fecondly, the like rea=- 
fonable- courfe and pra@tite is knowne both vival), fruicfull 
effe@ualfin all other difquifitions, and inquifitions 
whatfoeuer : and thirdly, the Diuell himfeife, the wie 
R an 
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and Sorcerers great and graund Mafter, though offarre 
fewer words.then Witches,(as feldome freaking at ali)and 
abounding with farre more fubtiltie and cunning ; yet is 
he not able by, all his art or cunning, alwayes to hide his 
owne workes,but by. prefamprtions.and circumftances, wile 
and vnderitanding, hearts doe oft difcerne and d:fcouer 
them, as is by dayly experience feene and teftified, and is 
confirmed by the proofe which all-holy and. godly men 
have ever had - thereof. And to this purpofe, and for this 
caufe the holy Scripture doth require Gods chofen children, 
to fife and try the Spirits, whether they be of God or no; 
that is, whether they beof hisholy {pirit., or ‘of the euill 
fpirit whichisthe Dwell... 

“Although therefore God for his owne fecret decree, or 
purpofe., doe permit the Diuell. fometimes to hide.and 
fhadow the guilt of his affociates, Witches and Sorcerers, 
from the fight or depreheufion ofman; and thereby ,fome- 
times , frultrare mans iuft endeuour and duty of their dif. 
couery; yet doth he not totally or altogether herein 
ic&, or captivate; or abridge mans power or pofsibility of 
preualence ; cuen againft all the power and:force of Divels, 
as oft-times our-« fenfes cannot choole bor w itr 


Could the Diuell, or theirowne-craft whatfoever, deli. 
wer the Sorcerers from deftruGion our of the hands of Sal, 
who-iuftly deftrayed them al! outof the Jand of Ifrael, 3. 
Sam.18.verfe 9.01 ‘out of the hands of Jofias,who-according 
to lawe , tooke away or abolifhed all-chat had, familiar 
Spirits, and Southfayers. 2. chap.23. verfe24.? The 
extirpation of thefé Sour hfayers, by thofe Princes, was 
commended of God,and by his commanded 
20.27: Thefame Lawe of God commaundeth, that no man 
be judged or put todeath, but by the mouth of two wit. 
ncfles, from whence it is- neceffarily collected ,. that the 
de of Sorcery are not alwayes hiddeo,but oft-times fo 
that they may be manifeftly noted orherwife, how 
chuld they be teftified, which ynto their condemnation tbe 


Lawe doth ¢ cucr and, neceflarily. comma 
either .. 
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. | 323 
Neither is this Lawe of God any thing difcrepant from 
the commom equity ofalllawes, or from reaforit felfe : 
firft, for that many workes of Sorcery doe immediately in 
their firtt view , manifeft themfelues tothe fente, as is eui- 
_ dent, by the miraculous workes of the Enchaunters of Ez 
gypt, praGifed in the fight of Pharash King of Egypr. 
Secondly,for that many workes are apparerit manifeftly to 
Reafon, in which,though the fenfe cannot immediately dif. 
cerne, or take notice of their quality and authour ; yet by 
neceflary inference and euidence of reafon,they are certain- 
ly and demonftratiuely prooued to iffue from the power 
and force of Spirits and Diuels, as hath beene formerly de- 
clared , concerning both workes and alfo diuinations, pro- 
phecies,and reuclations hidden frem all curiofity and pof- 
fibility of man. Thirdly , for that circumftances and pre- 
fumptions doe with good and likely reafon call into quefti- 
on, and iuftly charge with fafpicion (as hath beene in. 
ftanced) concerning the performers and pra@ifers of cere- 
‘monious rites, fuperftitious geftures, a@ions and mannets 
vfuall vnto Witches and Sorcerers. Since then, as is before 
prooued, Almighty Ged doth inioyne a necefsity of tefti- 
monies , vntoall condemnations and judgements of death 
whatfoeuer, and teftimony doth alwates neceffarily include 
a manifeftation of whatfoeuer is teftified, citherto fenfe,or 
-reafon, or both; tt followeth asa neceflary conclufion vn- 
to all chat hathbinfaid: that from things either manifeft 
to fenfe, or euident to reafon, iflucth wholly andiolely,not 
onely the reafonable and likely way of dere&ion of 
Witches, but the very true way by God himfelfe,in all true 
reafon intended and commanded, And from this way itis; 
both by multitudes of examples, by experience and reafon 
manifeft, that neither Witches, nor the Diuell himfelfe is 
alcogether able to hide or defend their guilt. Diligence. 
therefore herein duely and carefully exercifing it felfe cers 
_ tainely thall not , nor can prooue the Lawe of God vaine, 
nor the owne endeucur fruftrate of voide, although haply 
difticulties and impediments may fomtimes interrupt,as r 
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124 TheTrial of Witch-craft, 
_allother cafesandaffsiresisvfuall, 
_ Thus hath beene made manifeft how Witch-craft is dif- 
couerable by fenfe, andeuident by realon ; likewife, that it 
_js no more in{crutable or hidden from deteGion tn the in- 
guifition thereof, by fignes of prefum ption, probable and. 
likely conie&ture or fufpicion , then all other intricate or 
hidden fubie&s , or obie&s of the vnderftanding whatfo- 
euer. For, although prefumptions are alone no fufficient 


proofe, yet doe they yeeld matter and occafion of diligent 


and iudicious inquifition, which is the reafonable way and 
due method of vpright proceeding,and the common,hope- 
full and warranted path vnto all deteCtions, in all other 
cafes of doubt and difticuley whatfoeuer ; wherein I fee no 


¢aufe or reafoa, why iudicious, wary and wife praGife and 


proofe, weighing and prefsing circumftances into the bone 
and marrow, fhould not equally, 1 cafe of Witch-craft, as. 
in all other cafes of iudgement and inquifitions( though 
not eucr becaufe that exceedes the nature of prefumptien) 
equally , [fay , and as oft fhould not confound the guilty, 
and chafe and winde ont as faire aniffue. | 

_ Certainely, if men would more induftrionfly exercife 
their fharper wits, exquifite fenfe,and awaked indgements, 
according vnto the former reafonabie,religious,and iudici- 


- QUS wayes, exempt from the burthen and incumbrancc of 


blinde fuperititions,traditionary and imaginary inuentions. 
and cuftomes , no doubt, but experience would yeeld and | 
bring forth in fhort time , a much more rich increafe of | 
fatisfaction, and more happy deteGion in iudiciall 
ceedings. 
It is true, that in the cafe of Witch-craft many things | 


are very difficult, hidden and infolded in mifts and clouds, _ 


-overfhadowing our reafon andbeftvnderftanding, 
Notwithftandiag, why fhould men be more impatient or 


 GeieGed, that in matters of Witch-craft, many things are. 


oft hidden from our knowledge, and difcouery,wheo the. 
famedarkeneffe, obfcurity, difficulty and doubtfulneffe, 1s. 
a.thing ordinary in many other fubiedcts befide, as 
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with the true Difconery thereof. 125 
fary vito vs, and concerning which, it may be no lefle truce 
ly faid , that in this life of mortality, much more is that. 
which is vnknowne, thenthat which is knowneand reuea= 
led yntovs. | | 

Hence is that ancient faying ofthe Philofopher: Aves 
tantum [cto0, quod nibil feio, that is, fo few arethofe things, 
_ which are demonftratiuely, truely, and certainely knowne, 
that they are nothing in comparifon of the infinite number 
and multitude of fuch things, as are either onely probable, 
or obfcure orinfcrutable. 

For to deny that God hath giuen vnto man a great mea- 
fare of knowledge in many things, were not onely grofle 
darkneffe and blindnefle, but great ingratitude, yea im- 
piety. Neuertheleffe, it were alfo as great fatuity notto fee. 
or acknowledge , that God hath mixed this knowledge 
— with much intricate difticulty and ambiguity, which not- 
with{tanding he doth in his wifedome mere or lefle reveale 
diftribute and difpenfe, in fenerall meafures, vnto feuerall 
men, according to their feuerall cares, ftudies, indefatiga- 
ble paines, and more induftrious indeavour,in feeking and 
inquiring it: in defe& whereof more commonly then either 
in Gods decreed reftraint, or natures abnuence, mens de- 
fires andjabours are fooften annihilate. 


CHAP. XIII 
The confutation of diuers erroneous Wwayes unto the ds/contry of 
Witches, vulgarly receined aud approoned. 


S true religion doth truely teachthe true worfhip of 

God in that true manser which he requireth, and 
commandeth : fo fuperftition in an vnapt meafure or man- 
ner, doth offer vp and facrifice her vaine & foolith zeale or 
feare. Vnto her therefore & her facrifice,thus doth Almigh- 
ty God 'reply;Who required this at your hands? Thate and 
abhorre your Sabboths and your new Moones, J/4.12.1 3. 


The heathen Oratour could fay, Religio continetur cults pre 
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Deorum. religion confiltethin the holy-and true wer- 
fhip of Ged. Vntothe aduancing of the worthip of the true 
God, the extirpation of Witches and Witch-craft (becaufe 
it is the moft abominable kinde of Idolatry )is a fpeciall fer- 
uice, and acceptable duty vnto God, expreflely commane 
ded by himfelte, Dent.1.7. 3 
In the performance therefore of this worfhip,as ie is folely 
and truely religious, to feeke their extermination by thofe 
meanes, and inthat manner , which Almightie God doth 
approue and allows fo with mifgouerned zeale or feare, in 
the ignorance, or negle& of the right manner or way , in. 
- confiderately to follow vnwarranted pathes thereto,is 
plaine Superftition. | | 
Julius Scaliger,-in his third booke of Poctrie , thus de- 
{cribeth very liuely the nature of Superftition. Super fiitso 
fatisfacst ad notandum cum habitum, quo metusmas, aut Deum 
fine ratione, ant ¢¢ opera attrsbnimus que opera ne Cogitantt gui- 
dem vnquam iile, that is, this word Superftition doth ferue 
to fet forth fuch an habit or difpofition of minde, wherein 
wee worthip orfo feare God, as is voide of caufe or reafon, 
orvnto our owne hurt.or damage, we attribute vnto God, 
as of God ,thofe workes or things; which Almighty God 
himfelfe neuer thought or intended. The word which the 
Greekes vfe for Superftition, is abfure 
da dinina potentia formido,that is, an abfurd, and ijl-aduifed — 
feare or worfhip of God, which certainely is there , where 
he neither requireth it, nor is true caufe or reafon either of 
tuch worfhip, or infuch fort or manner. | 
In this fpeciall part therefore of the worfhip and feare of © 
God,namely , inthe difcouery of Witch-craft and Sorcery, 
as wee haue before laboured to finde out thofe waies which 
are lawfull, iuftifiable, and allowed: fo let vs now briefely 
difplay the folly and vanity of erroneous and blind pathes, 
pointing deceitfully thereto ; that we feeke not (upertftiti- 
oufly to ferue God, in onr inioyned and commanded du- 
ties of the difcoueties of Witches, with our owne vanities 
or follies, rath inuentions,or deuices;but in reafonable, iuft, 
difcreete 
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difcreete and religious proceeding,which is onely and fole- 

In former ages and times; haue been publifhed by divers 
writers, many ridiculous traditions, herein fo vaine,and fo 
farre vnworthy any ferious confutation,that they fcarce de« 
fervefomuchasbaremention. 

this fort are che imagined profligations of the fits of 
the bewitched , by beholding the face ofa Prieft, by being 
touched by hallowed ointments, or liniments, by the ver- 
tue of exorcifation,of incenfe, of odours, ofcertaine mum- 
bled facred or mifticall words. 
_ Iwilltherefore omit thefe,as by time it felfe worne exo- 
lete,found worthleffe,and almoft of later writers left names | 
lefle, and will onely oppofe and examine fuch later experi- 
ments , as doe in our time and country moft preuaile in 


e{teeme. 


CH AP. XIIIL 


‘The cast ing of Witches inte the Water, Scratching, Beating; 
Pinching , and drawing of blood of Witches. sree? 


ee is vulgarly credited, that the cafting of fuppofed Wit- 
ches bound into the water,and the water refufing or not 
futfering them to finke within her bofome or bowels, is 
an infallible dete&ion that fuch are Witches. 
If this experiment be true, then mutt it neceffarily fo be; 
cither asa thing ordinary ,or as a thing extraordinary : be- 
caufe nothing can:happen or fall. out, that is not limited 
within this circuit or compafie. 
That which isordinary ,is naturall;aslikewife that which 
isnatural,isordinary. Aristotle inthe fecond of his Ethickes 
faith of chat which:isnaturall, qued.aliter non affurfest that 1s) 
ordinarily it is noretherwile, then euer thefame, Prom 
whence. it doth-follow ‘by good confequent, that whatfo- 
euer, is.ordinary., muft be naturall, becaufe it 
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fame courfe and order, which isthe property of nature. 
For this caufe Sealiger in his booke de fubrilseate faith, 
Naturach ordinaria Des potefias, that is, nature is the ordi. 
nary power of God, in the ordinary courfe and govern. _ 
ment of all things. 
If then this experiment in the tryall of Witches, be as.a 
thing ordinary. (as itis vulgarly efteemed)it muft be found 
likewife naturall. If it cannot be found aaturall, itcannot 
be ordinary. That it is not, nor cannot be natural], ismani- 
Firft, for that the ordinary nature of things fenfelefle and 
voide of reafon, doth not diftinguifh one perfon from an- 
other, vertuefrom vice , agood man from an euill man. 
This our Saviour himfelfe doth confirme, AZath. 5. verfe.4 5 
God maketh his funne to arife onthe euill, and the good, 
and fendeth raine on the iuft and vninuft. as 
Nay, we may further obferue in the booke of God, and 
alfo reade in the booke of nature and common experience, 
that the common benefit of nature, is not oncly vouchfa- 
fed vnto all wicked men indifferently, but even vnto Diuels 
-themfelues , who. doe not onely participate innaturethe 
common effence,faculties and powers,proper vnto the fub- 
_ ftance and nature of all other Spirits ; but alfo doe exercife 
thefe powers and {pirituall forces vfually vpon other inferi- 
our natures, {ubie& vnto their {upernaturall nature, reach 
and efficacy, as is often feene in their workes euen vpon 
the me and goods of thebleffed Saints and fonnes of 
Hereby then is evident, that nature cannot take notice, 
or a wicked man, no not a Diuell,and therefore 
But here may beobie&ted, that diuers herbs and other 
fim ples, produce many firange and wondered effects,by an 
hidden fecret , and occult qualitie and property in nature, 


though. there appeare no manifeft qualitie oft-times in 


them,by which in reafon or probabilitie they fhould or-can 
bee cfic&uall thereto. This: Phyficions 
an 


~~ 
» 
>» 
@ 
: 
| 
= 
» 


with the true Difcouerie thereof. 


and prooue true, 
_ Why then may not there bee likewife yeelded the 
like hidden power, or antipatheticalt vertue in the nature of 
the element of water, and thereby a Witch bee dete&ted; as 
well without knowne caufe or reafon thereof in nature $ 
notwith{tanding naturally the euils or difeafes both of 
body and minde, are both dete&ed , and cured by ele- 
mentary fabftances or compofitions , in which there is no 
manifeft knowne proportion therewith 
Ic is truly anfwered, that although in this fuppofed ex- 

periment of the difpofition of the element of water to- 

wards Witches , cafualty may haply fometimes feemeto 

iuftifie it trues yet is not this fufticient to euince it a thing 
naturall. Thofe things which are naturall,neceflarily and 

ever produce their effe& , except fome manifeft or extra- 

ordinary interception orimpediment hinder. | 

Thus fire doth neceflarily, ordinarily and alwaies burne 
and confume any combuftible matter or fuell being added 
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thereto, except either fome manifeft or extraordinary hin- 


drance oppofe it. The like may be {aide of all other ele- 
‘ments for their naturall effe@s in their proper obie&s. 
Naturall medicines likewife, ifrightly accommodated'with 
prudence, art and difcretion vnto the right difeafe, doe ne- 
ver faile theit vfuall produ&tionsor effets, 
This Almighty God in his holy writ doth confirme, and 
jong and aged experience of many hundreths of yeares 
hath fuccefliuely witneffed , wherein the ancient records of 
all learned writers , haue ever teftified innumerable medi- 
cinal herbs and drugges, certainely and truely to bee euer 
the fame. Prefent times doe likewife (ee & witnes it, and no 
man doth or can doubt it inthe right proofe. Concerning 
any fuch natureor cuftome in the element of water, in the 
_ refragation of Witches, who was as yet cuer able to write 
and fully refolue, or prooue it ordinary, neceflary ,certain¢, 
ever or for the mott pare, not failing as is in courfe of na- 
ture moft infallible and neuer doubted? What former ages 


haue fuccefsiuely vouchfafed the mention of truth or cer- 
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tainty therein? Hath Almighty God, atall,fo muchas 
approuedany opinion or thought thereof? Is ic not rather 
to be iuftly doubted, that it may be e{teemed ainong the a- 
bominations of the Gentiles, which God in his people doth 
deteft, Dent. 18. verfeg ? Doeallimeninourtime, or 
good and iuft men auouch their owne proofe in the tryall 
thereof? Or contrariwife, doe not many wile, religious, 
learned and equall minds with reafon reic& and contemne 
it ? Doth Law as yet eftablith it, or reafon prooue it? How 
canict then be propofed as equiualent with thofe reafonable 
meanes or wayes, of iuft proceedings ortryalls, which | 
God, his diuine Lawe, his law of nature,iudgement.reafon, 
experience, and the lawes of menhane ever witneficd, per- 
petually and onely aflured certaine and infallible ? 

Ic wanteth the yniuverfall teftimony of former ages and 
Writers;inthis our age it is held in iealoufte with the moft | 
tudicious, fage, and wife: It hath no reafonable proofe, no 
juftifiable tryall hath dared to aueuch it vpon publike re- 
cord, no lawe hath as yet,thought it worthy of admittance; 
and thé Lawe of God is not prooued to prooue or approue 
it. Ific had beene athing naturall, ordinary, of neceflary, 
or Of certaine operation or power,and therein (fo euidently 
remarkeable, it is impoflible ic fhould haue efcaped au- 
thenticall approbation , or the fame notable te{timonies, 
which all other tryed truths have euer obtained, From the 
former premifes therefore weconclude, that it cannot be a 
thing naturall, neceffary or ordinary. If it be not ofdinary; 
then is it not alwaics thefame ; ifnot alwayes the fame, 
then is it fometimes failing; if fometimes failing, then is it 
not infallible; if not infallible, then in no true iudgement or 
iuftice to be trufted or credited. It now remaineth to in- 
quire, whether being prooued falfe or ordinary, it may not 
be prooued true as extraordinary (for toeficeme or grant 
it both is an impofsibility in nature,and an abfurdity in rea- 
fon.) Let vs grant, it may be iudged and deemed extraordi- 
nary ; the next doubt then remaining is, whether being ¢x- 


_ traordinary or miraculous, it be of God or of the Dine 
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_ The reafon why fome men fuppofe it fhouldbe of God, 
is , for that the water is an element which isvfed in Bap- 
tifme , and therefore by the miraculous and extraordinary? 
power of God, doth reie& and refufe thofe who haue re- 
nounced their vowe and promife thereby, made ynto.God, 
of which fort are Witches. _ 

_ Ifthis reafon be found and good , why fhould not Bread 

and Wine, being elements in that Sacrement of the Eucha~ 
rift , be likewife noted and obferued to trurne backe, or fly 
away from the thraotes, mouthes, and teeth of Witches ? 
and why,(if for the former reafon, the water being an ele- 
ment in the Sacrament of covenant, made with God, in the 
firft initiation into the faith,doe for that caufe refufe to re- 
ceiue Witches into her bofome, and thereby giue an infal- 
lible proofe of a Witch ? ) Why, I fay, fhould not by the 
fame reafon Bread and Wine,being elements in the Sacra- 
ment of confirmation and growth of faith, refufe and fly 
from thofe much more,whofe faith and promife made vnto 
God in riper and more vader ftanding yeares, is by them 
renounced ? And why for that caufe,fhould not Bread and 
Wine become as infallible markes and teftimonies vnto 
the dete&ion of Witches? Ifthe reafon be good in the firit, 

- it muft neceffarily be the fame in the fecond ; and 1f it faile 
in the fecond, it cannot be good or found in the firft. Nei- 
ther doth it or can it ftand with any good reafon at all,that 
becaufe fo {nal part of the element of water,is fet apart yn- — 
to that religious feruice in the Sacrament ; therefore , the 
whole element of water, or all other waters muft thereby 
_obtaine any generallcommon property aboue the kinde 
or nature. Neither is it as yet agreed, or concluded gener- 
ally among the moft learned , and reuerend Diuines, whe- 
ther that {mall part of water which in particular is fet apart, 
or vfed inthe Sacrament,doth thereby receive any manifelt 
alteration at all in fubftance, effence, nature or quality. If 
then that part of the element of water it felfe, which is hal- - 
lowed vnto that holy vfe,be not manifefted, or apparently 

prooued to be thereby indowed any vertue,much lefle 
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can it communicate any vertuc vote other waters, which 


did nor participate therewith in the {amé religious fervice, 
. Except then there may. be prooued by this religious vfe of 
ee *water, fome more endowment of fenfe or religion therein, 


then isin other elements , why fhould it more fly froma 


Witch then the fire, thenthe ayre, then theearth ? The 

fire doth warme them, the ayre flyeth not from them, but 

* _ giueth them breathing; the earth retufeth not tobeare 
them, to feede them, to bury them. Why then fhould the 

water alonerunne away or flye from them ? It may be an. 

{wered, that ic is a miracle whereof therefore there neither 

- can nor ought-reafon in nature to be demaunded or giucn. 

a miracle, it is either a true miracle,w hich onely and 

*Noneft  folely doth exceed the power of any * created nature, or is 


arenes feeming miracle by the power of the Diuell , working 


ul princi- 
for. effeGsinrefpe& of mans reafon, nature, and power foper- 


mat: nec quif- naturall and impoflible ; notwithftanding confined and 
quamhoc jimited. within the general] rule, reafon and power of vni- 


poreltsnifi  nerfall nature, which he * cannot exceed ortranfcend, being 


vnus Creator 
Deus. Aug.;.2 finite creature, and no infinite Creator. 


de Trin. Miracles, of the firft kinde, are raifing from the dead the 


* Auguftinus fon of the widow of Sarepta , by Elias 3. of the kings, 17. 


the diniding the water of Jordan with Eliacloake, 4. ofthe 


non prohibe- 
tur, Demon: 4é?,5.19. the raifing Lazarus by our blefied Sauiour, and 


Alia non pot- the Jike. 


eft, per~ Miracles of the fecond kinde, are all the workes of the 


“meg a Enchanters of Egypt, Exod. 7. which were.onely divellith 


homo poteft, fleights, cunning * imitations, counterfets, and Diaboli-. 
ambulare fi cal] refemblances and fhadowes of the true miracles, 


non prohi- wrought by Almighty God, in the hand of his feruant 


beatur, volare 
non er. Mafes. 

fi permittatur If this miracle, or this miraculous deteGion of Witches 


Petr, Lomb. by water, be of this later kinde, it is ofthe Diuell; andis. 
Sent. lib,2, not to be efteemed or named, where the Name of God is 


a feared or called vpon. 


Poralthough the cunning fraude.of the Diuell aboue and 
beyond 


Kéngs 2. the curing ofthe fickeby S. Pax/s handkercher, 
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beyond all capacitie of the weake fenfe and vnderftanding 
of man, doe fo liuely oft-timescaft before our eyes, the 
outward fhape and fimilitude of the miracles of Ged, that 
man is not able eafily to diftinguith them, or at firft fight 
to put a true difference : yet muft men Rtudioufly, and cir- 
cumfpe@ly be aduifed herein, left rafhly they confound, or 


equall thevile and abie illufions of that damned creature 
the Diuell (though nener fo wonderfull inour eyes) vnto 


the infinite power of the Almighty Creator, in his true and 
truely created miracles , which isan high difhonour vnto 
our God, and accurfed impiety. “eae 
For thiscaufe, the holy*Scripture hath admonifhed and 
warned the weakeneffe of humane vnder{tanding, not to be 
tranfported by fignes and wonders, nor to truft or giue 
credit to euery miracle : and our Saviour himfelfe, 1Zath. 
-24,verfe. 24. doth furnith his Difciples with carefull. war- 
ning herein, AndS. Jobn,ic his Revelation fore-telleth that: 
in the latter dayes and times, the Diuell and the great 
Whore of Babylon, fhall wich great fignes, wonders, and 
miracles, feduce and deceiue the laft ages, and people of 
the world. | 
Since then miracles are of no validity, except certainely 
and truely knowne to be of God; and fincealfo it is not 


eafie for every Spirit to difcerne therein; let vs ducly exa- 
mine and fift this our fuppofed and propofed miracle in the 


tryall and dete&ion of Witches. Pesrus Gregorins T holo- 
fanus in his Syntagma lurws ib, 2. cap. 13. ina tractate con- 
cerning the Relicksand Monuments of Saints , together 
with miracles, doth giue very honeit, found, and fubitanti- 


all dire€tion. 
Firft, that all credited miracles be found and allowed by. 


religious lawes and guthoritie. 

Secondly, that the perfons by whom they are firft reuea-. 
led or knowne,or by whom they are auouched,be teftes sde- 
nti, omnig, escceptione maiores, that is, that they be worthy 
witnefles of vndoubted and wnftained credit and worth;free 
from all inft exception, of holy life, and vnftained conver- 


{ation. . 
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136 TheTriall of Witchcraft, 
ordinary , whereby the true miracles and miraculous 
workes of God alfo may gtow with vndifcerning men of 
lefle efteeme, vile and of noaccompt. Nam miracula Dei 
affiduitate viluerant (faithS. e4uguftine) the miracles and 
miraculous workes of God, being oft feene, become of fmal 
or no reputation. The fecond tryall of a falfe miracle, was 
the robbing ef God of his due honour and praife, which in 
this-propofed: miracle is'partly-prooued ; by making the 
extraordinary work or vfeofmiracles ordinary, and there- 
by derogating from the power, worth and nature of Gods 


' true miracles (as isbeforefaid): partly by vnthankfull vn. 


der-valewing, omitting, or relinquifhing the ordinary 


-meanes of tryals and’ ‘deteGions of doubtfull truths, which 


God hath made & giuen in his good grace ; and therefore 
their conremptand negle@ isa manifeft robbing of God of 
his due praife and glory therein. The third tryall of the Di- 


_ uels. property inmiracles, was the feducing of mens hearts 


from God vnto himfelfe , which in our fiippofed miracle 
may be neceffarily concluded. For if the miracle it felfe be 
vpon good grounds before alleaged , rightfully deemed to 
bee of the Dinell; it muft neceffarily follow, that whatfo- 
euer efteeme°or reputation is giuen thereto, is afecret. 
facrifice of ignorance orfuperttition vntot he Diuell, and 
an hidden and covert feduction from God : and thus hath 


_ beene proeued, or at leaft, with good reafon alleaged.Firft 


that che tryall of Witches by water, is not naturall or ac- 
cording to any-reafon.in nature.Secondly ,if it be extraordi- 
nary and a miracle, that it is in greater likelihood and pro- - 
bability a miracle ofthe Diuellto infnare, then any mani- 
feft miracle of God to glorifie his name, which is the true 
end of right miracles. Concernivg the other imagined tri- 


als of Witches , as by beating, {cratching, drawing bloud 


from fuppofed or (ufpeaed Witches, whereby it is faid that 
the fits or difeafes of the bewitched do.ceafe miraculonfly; 


as.alfo concerning the burning of bewitched cattell,where- 


by itis faid, that the Witchis miraculoufly compelled to — 
Thefe 
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Thefe, and the like,I thinke it vaine and resdtelipane 
cularly or fingly to ‘confute, becaule it doth direly ap- 
peare, by their examination, according to the former rules 


produced againft the naturalizing of the-dete@ion of | 


Witches by cafting them intothe water, that firft they are 
excluded out of the number of things naturall: fecondly, 
that being reputed as miracles, they will alfo be a 
inftly tudged miracles of the Diuell, then of'God, byt 

former reafons which haue tripped the fuppofed 


lous detection of Witches by the water,of any hopefull o- 


pinion thatthey canbeofGod. 

Nor doth our law now in force, differ here from re- 
ieGting fuch like miraculous trialls.See the triall by ‘Orde! 
abolithed by Parliament the third yeare of Henry the 
Coke 9. Rep. Abbot de 3° 


bewitched, by fignes and markes , declared by thebe- 
‘witched, the body of the [uppected- witch, 
Here remaine as yet mnbraculens explorations of 
a Witch , carrying intheir firft view a far more won- 
dred reprefentation ‘then any or all theformerexplorati- 
ons. Oneis , when perfonsbewitched, in the time of 
their ftrange fits or traunces nomitiate or accufea Witch, 
and for atrue teltimony againfthim, or her, thus nomi- 
nated, thal reueale fecret markes in his ot her body, never 
before feeneor knowne by any creature; nay, the very 
words or werkes , which the luppofed, orthus nominated 


Witch fhall-be ating ot (peaking i in farre diftane’places, 


euen in the very moment and point of time, while they are 

in a@ing orfpeaking; all which I hauefometimes my felfe 

feene true. This is reputed a-certaine 
T 


| 
| 
| | 
; 
Wt 
| | 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ | 
if 
a 
: | 
| 
i 


438 he Friallof Witch-craft, 
ConuiGion ofa witch.An othor miraculous tryal ofa Witch 
and like vnro this, wonderfull is; when a fuppofed Witch 
required. by the bewitched;,doth touch him or her (chaugh 
when;enknowse Qnvaperceiued-by. the bewitched them- 
{elues,). petaccording tothe prediGtion of that iflueby the 
bewitched, he or thee immediately are delinered from the 
prefent.fitor agony,.that then was ypon him or her, which 
Thane allo my, felfefeene, Rorthe better difcouery oftruth 


in, thefe foywondered difficulties, let vs fir(t recall to miade 
thele: few :obferuations in our former Treatife determined 


_and prooued. Firft, that the Diuell doth many miraculous 


and {upernaturajlthiogs meerely fimply and alone of him- 


felfe,for-his awne.ends,'and without the inftigation or af- 


Ociation This was made manifett by hiscon- 
erence, difpuration. and fpeech with Eva after a miracu- 
lous manner, out of the body of the Serpent, when as yer 
neither Witchjnor Witch-craft were come into the world. 
Secondly , that the Diuell is ableto obtrude or impofe his 
fypernaturall or. miraculous workes vpon men, againft 
their knowledge, liking, will, or affeGion, and being vnre- 
quired. This is. cleere by bis traniuection of the body of 
our blefied Saniour, as alfo.by hisviolent.cafting of the.bo- 
dies of che poffeffed, amongft.the pe opie, mentioned inthe 
Goflpell. Thirdly let vs not here forget {pecially that hee is 
able co tranimic.and fend. ynto,or into men vorequired,and 
without, theit defire or affent;fecret powers, force, know- 
ledge , , and {yperpatural revelations, This 


% 


mas proayed by she poflefied. jo the;Golpell wha froma 


fecret-and hidden seuelation.and power; aboijeand beyord 
themfelues,were able ro vtter that high miftery,as yet hid- 
den from the world, ; that: J¢fus was the Sonne of the living 


- God. This could notbe-knowne vnto them, owne 


reafon or nature, being aboueand beyond allaecafonerna- 
ture, and by, grace, onely'then begun tobe revealed vito 
the blefled Difciplesthemfelues. To thinke that the poffcf- 


+ 


fed could have that knowledge equally with the Dilciples 


bythe fame gtace impious derogation from ‘their 


Apoltolicall. 
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swith the true Difcouerie thereof. 
Apoitolicall priviledge and prerogative therein, vnte 
whom did properly belong the firft fruits thereof alone. 
This fupernatarall revelation therefore was transfufed 
intothe poffeffed by the Diuell, who conld not be ignorant 
of the Lyon of 7uda, the mighty deftroyer of his (pirituall 
kingdome, long before the difciples were borne,or capable 
of knowledge. And thus hauing recalled thefe obfernations; 
them doe iffue thefe neceffary inferences. Firft, that 
_ all fopernaturall a&s or works in men , are not to bee im- 
puted vntothofe men. Secondly , that for this-caufe thofe 
fupernaturall workes , ‘are onely tobe imputed vnto 
men which the Diuell, according ynto contra& or Coue- 
nant which thofemen doth praGtife andproduce. 
And for this caufe , inthe inquifition of Witch-ctaft, 
when we haue truely firft dete&ed ana&, done by fpirt- | 
tualland fupernaturall force (becaufe - 
lurious,to accufe of any aG@,before it be certainelyknowne 
the act hath beene committed) then, and not before, wee 
Ought indevour dire@ly and neceffarily to prooue the 
contraG, confent, and affeGion of the 
to, or in that fupernaturall a@, that being no 
all, to and difcouer the true‘and vndoubted Wiech; 
then the fupernaturall being certainely apparent,doth 
vndoubtedly prooue the Diuell,andhis power thereine 
_ This equallregard, in cafe of Witch-craft, ought tobee — 
carefully ballanced, without which vaine andvnitablemen’ 

fhall ever at heir luft and pleafure,wpon affeGions and paf- 
fions , be priviledged with impunity tolay vniuft'impu- 
tations, and to vfe wrongful) violence and oppreflion 
yond all equitie, or reafon. To 


When therefore men thatateprudent,iudicious, and 
able todifcerne, doe firlt aduifedly vpongoodgroundand 
reafon, adiudge’afupernaturall: act evidently done, 
leaft worthy to be fufpected : fecondly, thall by tuft and. 
reafonable proofe, orat leaft linely and faireprefumption, 
dete& the contra&, affe&ion, or confent:of any matin” 
that a&@; then and not before, 1s 
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-reuclation to 


Diuinitie of 


TheTriallof Witch-crdft, 
indigemient of Witch-craft againtt any manequll and 
‘For. worke canbe truely and fim. 
Pi. no a@ of a waturall man, and is the immediate hand 
and power of a Diuell (as is formerly prooued) itisthe 
mansconfent, contract and covenant alone, in the a@ with 
the Diuel} ; that, being deteed and difcouered , doth in- 
and eflentially a Witch,and nor the a@_ 
itielie. 
Thefe obferuations, andconfiderations, firfk 
prefixed , let. v3. new proceed vnto the two former pro- 
pounded of me: miraculous deteGion of 


Herein the Witches. 


Dinell affe- It-is’ trie, that it can folely proered froma 
Geth to imi- fopernaturall power, that the bewitched are inabled in 


tate the their -tragaces:,. to fore-tell the fequell of the fuppofed 


power of 


Ged in his Witches: touch slikew ife, that thenominated Witch, fhall 
holyPropher, accordingly by her touch immediately free and difpoflefle 


who was able the Sicke-or the bewitched of their agonics. 


by his diuine as.neceflarily truealfo , that it can folely proceed 
from a fipernaturall power, that the bewitched are.able 


make known 


- whatthe in their traunces to. nominate che moft fecret and hiddén- 


King fpake = in the bodies of the fufpeGed Witch, her prefent 
inhis Priuy fpeech and aGions it farre diftant places , and the likes. 


whether thefe mitaculous Renelations , with their 


verfe 12. cap, {werable euents, ought to bee efteemed init conuiGions. 


6.He herein of the: perfonathusby- a fupernaturall firiger, pointed out 
alfo countet- and noted as'alfe whether.they proceede of God or 
ferreth the = OF the Dinell, is very materiall , to examine and con: 

our Sauiour, fider. 

fecing Na- _— they proceede from God, their end, their 
thaniel,when nary neceflitie and vie, bent folely vato the immediate 
he was vnder (yeciall glory or extraordinary glorification of God there- 


more extraordinary glorification of God canbe 
precended in the needfulneffe of a miraculous detection of: 


| mediately. 
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with thetrue Difcowery thereof. 140 
mediately again{t God, and with as high an hand ? Witch. 
craft is indeed one kinde of horrid renunciation, and for- 
{aking of God, but there are many more kinds much more> 

hellith then this fecret and concealed defe@tion : as the o- 
pen curfiogs,wilfull blafphemings,and fpitefull railings vp- 
euen vnto his face,profefied hatred and contempt 
Among many Offendors inthefekindes, after their 
owne long prouoking continuance therein, and Almighty 
God his vnfpeakeable long fuftering and patience : fome 
few fometimes haue been made hideous {peGacles and ex- 
amples vnto thereft, of the infinite power and inftice of 
his vnfufterable difpleafure, indignation and direfull 
_reuenging wrath. Inthis number was, for fome time 
buchadne fer, and Pharaoh King of Egypt, and in later times 
Julian the Apoftata, and others the like. Many other as 
high Blafphemers, and defpifers of God, notwithftanding 
haue been permitted to efcape any fuch miracutons punifh- 
— ments , or fearefull notorious expofings vnto the worlds 
View. | 
Rabfhakeh,. railieg on the liuing God, in the open view 
and hearing of the men of Z/rael, and Olofernes denying the 
God of heaven, werenot miraculoufly, or by any immedi- 
ate hand of Gad fmitten , but were fuffered to grow on, 
votill their harueft of confufion was ripe. That high degree 
of blaiphemie againit the Sonne of the lining God, hanging 
vpon the Croffe for the finnes of mankinde,committed by 
the cruell and hard-hearted ewes, in {corning, fcotting,anid 
fpitefull derifion both of God in heauen, AZath. 27,verfe 
43.and alfo of the eternal Sauiour of the world,defcended 
from heaven, was notby God then extraordinarily reuen- 
ged (as the incomparable greatnefle of the finne might: 
feeme to require ) but was in Almighty God his inft iudge- 
ment, fuffered, vntill in the due time, their owne execrati- 
ons, and curfings of themfelues, and their pofterity, there- 
by to haften and purchafe the effufion of that holy inno-- 
cent bloud, did fall vypon them fo heauily, that their whole | 


| 
| 
mt 
} 
1 
4) 
| 
| 
a 
| 
im 
| 
| 
3 
AT. 


TheTryall of Witch-craft 
Nation, People, and Kingdome,, became extirpate, vile, 
and vagabond for ever vpon.the face of the earth. It isre- 
corded in the Reuelation, chap.1 3. verfe 5, 6,7. concerning 


the Beaft , that he opened his mouth vnto blafphemy 


gain{t God , his Tabernacle, and the Saints; that he {pake 
great mighty blafphemies, yet power was given vnto him 


to Continue, and prenaile therein many yeares,and a large. 


By thefe few examples it is evident, that neither the 
height, the nature , the quantitie, nor the qualitie, of the 
molt abominable, or provoking finne , moftodious 
God and men, doth v{ually, or alwaies draw downe from 
heauen vpon it felfe-a miraculous immediate hand of Gods 


wrath. We may eafily inftance the like, concerning the fin 


of witch-craft, which is our particular fubie&t.. 
Although by the hand of his holy feruant Saint Pax/,Al- 


-mghty God did miraculoufly {mite the Sorcerer E/ymas, & 


as writers report, Simon Adagus, by the hand of S‘. Peter, 
multitudes and focieties of other Sorcerers, and South- 
fayers among the Caldeans, e{caped not onely the hands of 
Webuchadnefer , inhis wrath ; but as it feemeth in the pro- 
phecy of Daziel, they liued many yeares in high efteeme, 
fame, and renowne, both in theirowne Nation , 2nd 
in forreine Countreyes,yea through the world. There is no 


doubt, that egypt likewife did abound with{warmes of 


Sorcerers, as the holy Scripture , andall times and writers. 
report. Among the people of God alfo, the Ifraclites, it is 


that diuers. Sorcerers aud Witches did fhrowed 


themfelues, and lived with impunity , as appeareth by the. 
Witch of Endor, which king Sanlesf{enerity, intheir gener= 

allextirpation thorow the whole kingdome, had notwith- | 
{tanding paffed by ,and left vnefpied; as alfo by that fpecial 
note and commendations, from: Gods owne mouth and 


word of 7ofhua,that is,that hee had taken away from amid-. 


deft his people, all the Enchanters and Sorcerers: by which | 


itis likely and cannot be denied, that through the lenitie or: 


carelefnefic of former Princes , they formerly had long = 
curely 
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with the true Difcouery thereof. 143 
curely their breathed. That God doth not vie by miracle 
to dete& all, or moft Enchanters, Magicians, or Witchess 
is farther made vndoubted; becaufle it fhould follow then & 
thence neceflarily, that he hath both in the firftages ofthe 
world, ordained lawes, and ordinary ,legall cour fes of pro- 
ceeding again{t them in vaine ; as alfo for that he doth, in 
the holy records of hisfacred word, make knowne his De- 
cree that they fhall be permitted to line and'‘continue vpon 
the face of the earth among other, and as other vnrepen- 
tant finners, vntill his fecond comming, and the laft day of 
eternalldoome , Renelat.chap.22.verf-1 5. without thall be 
Enchanters. If his Iuftice and feuere indgement fhould by 

his miraculous power make fo narrew:-fearch amoneft 
them,as ordinarily to root them out, it were impoflible any 
one of them fhould efcape his all-feeing reuengefull hand, 
to furnine vnto his generall decreed day of fentence , and 
dreadfull doome, of all kinde of finnes and finners, which 
both in iuftice vnto fome, and mercy vntoother fome, his 
infinite goodnefle and wifdome hath decreed, fhall not be 
fruftrate: Although therfore Almighty God doth fometimes 
ftretch forth his mighty hand miraculoufly to {mite , or 
bring into light fome horrid finnes and finners,his exrraor- 
dinary power therein fometimes oncly extended, at his 
owne good will and pleafure, doth not iuftifie the pre- 
fumptuous expectation of the difpenfation thereof in any 
particular. God who isthe Godof order, and not of con. 
fufion doth not ordinarily difpenfe his extraordinary 
workes, nor vfually confound indifferently, (odifferent na= 
tures intheir end and vfe, and hisowne decree, Nature it 
felfe doth alfo teach an impoflibility in that which is ex- 
traordinary , co become orbe expeted ordinary. Inthat. 
way whichis ordinary , the induftruons , thediligent , 
the provident; man: thereforé doch: with carefull perfeue- 
rance vprightly walke. The flothfull,onely the intemperate, 
the improuident man, either by folly or ignorance lofeth: 
or by idle floth forgetteh,or omitteth, hisordinary 
or opportunity , and: ridiculoufly hopeth.or trafteth vnte~ 
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The Trya lh of Witch-craft 


the redemption thereof, by extraordinary contingents or - 

_ Thus it hath appeared, that in regard of any more {peci- 
all or extraordinary glorification of God, in the detection 
of Witches , ratherthen ofother asgreat and as abomi- 


-nable finners, their is noneedfull or neceflary vfe of myra- 


cles. | 
_ The fecond confideration was, whether they are not ra- 
ther ofthe Diuell, then of God ; as alfo, how they may be 
any inft conuiGions of the fuppofed or fufpeced guilty. 
Wee will ficit herein examine the touch of the fuppofed 
‘Witch, immediatly commanding the ceffation of the fup- 
pofed fits of the bewitched. That this is a falfeor Diaboli- 
miracleand not of God, may beiuftly doubted. 
Firft,becanfe the holy and bleffed power of working mi- 
racles( among which, the healing the Sicke or the poffefled 
was not the leaft) was neuer of God difpenfed, to haunt or _ 
follow the touch of wicked men, or Sorcerers or Witches. _ 
Secondly, for that the true miracles ef God (which were — 
ever difpenfed,cither for the common good of his Church, 
orthe declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraor- 


 dinary punifhment and deftruction of euill men) did neuer 


obfcurely or indireGtly, prooue themfelues or their ends, 
but in their manifeftation were inabled to ouer-fhine 


cleerely, all the fogges and mifts of doubt or queftion. 


_ The.contrary hereunto inthis our fufpe@ed miracle is 
manifeft, wherein is ridiculoufly imagined, that the blefled 
gift and vertue of healing the ficke , defcended from God 
aboue, may bereputed in the hands of a Witch a figne or 
teftimony of his or her guile aad impiety, which ever hath 


‘beene, and is in it (elfea {peciall grace and favour of God, 


and wasever vied rather asa confirmationof the truth of 


_. Gods Minifters and feruants.Let vs now confider how this 


miraculous touch and the efficacy thereof, may be any iuft 


‘conuiGion of a Witch. Noman can doubt that the vertue 


wherewith this touch was indued, was fupernaturall. If it 


bec fupernaturall , how can man, vnto whom nothing 
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with she Difconerie thereof. 14s 
ply is pofsible , that is not naturall , bee iuftly reputed 
any proper Agent therein? If hee cannot bee efteemed 
in himfelfe any. pofsible or true Agent, then it remaineth, 
that kee can onely bee intereffed therein, as an acceflary 
in confent ; as a Solicitor or Tenant wnto a fuperiour 
power. If that {uperiour power (as is before prooved in 
the falfehood of his miracle) be the Diuell, the leaft rea- 
{onable doubt remaining whether the Diuell alone, or with 
the confent or contra& of the fufpe&ed perfon hath pro 
duced that wonderfull effe@: with what Religion or rea- 
fon can any man rather incline to credit the Divels infor- 
- mation in the mouth of the bewitched(who is the commen 
accufer of God to men, and of men to God) then in requi 
fite pittie, pictie, and humane refpe& vnto his owne kinde 
tender the weakenefle of fraile man, againft the fubtilty 
of the deceitful] Diuvel. Shall man with man find leffe fa- 
uour,then the Diuell with man againftman? That the Di- 
uell is able by che permiflion of God, to annex orhang this 
miracle vpon this or that particular, ig manifeft, by the 
poffeffed in che Gofpell ; vpon whom and their naturall a- 
Giors and motions , he caft fupernaturall confequences ot 
concomitances. Was not their fpeech attended with fuper= — 
naturall revelation , their hands with fupernaturall force, 
to rend and teare in pieces iron chaines and bonds ? If the 
Diuell be able to transfufe, or caft thefe miraculous con- 
comitances or confequences alone, and without allowance 
ofany man or perfon where God doth permit ; how is it in 
any equity or reafon tuft, that thefe impofitions ef the Di- 
uel] fhould be imputed vnto any man ? God forbid, that 
the Diuels fignes and wonders , nay his truths fhould be- 
come any legall allegations or euidences in lawe. We may | 
therefore conclude it vniuft , that the forenamed miracu- 
lous effets by the Dinell wrought and imputed by the be- 
witched, thould be efteemed a figne or infallible marke a- 
gainft any man, as therefore conuinced a Witch, for that 
the Diueland the bewitched hane fo deciphered him. Thefe 
like miraculous ftratagems may be exercifedvp6o any man, 
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or ynto any mans aGions may be deceitfully or fraudu- 

Jently by the Diuetl conioined or apted. This therefore 

doth not. iaferre any mans. guilt therein. It ought bea 

mans owne proper contrac therein with the Diuell, necef- 

farily and direQ@ly proued, that fhall iuftly condemne him. 

Thiscontra& may beand is plainly deteGted,by fifting and 

confidering, that mans voluntarily aflifting or promoting, 

promifing, or vndertaking fuch fupernaturall workes; with 

anfwerable performance thereof. As hath beene faid, 

cerning the miraculous confequence ‘of the touch ofa fu- 

fpe&ted Wicch; fo may be determined concerning the fu- 

pernaturall reuelations of-fecret markes or fignesin her 

body, according vnto the prediGion of the bewitched, as 

alfo of the difcovery of the prefent aGions, geftures, and 

fpeeches of fuppofed Witches in farre diftant places. Di- 

uers examples I my felfe haue feene in thefe kinds : I muft 

neceflarily acknowledge a more then natural power there- 

in, becaufe farre beyond the nature , reafon, or power of 

man. But there is notwithftanding fufficient matter of 

doubt, whether fuch reuelations, fecret fignes, and marks, _ 
though found in the named perfonsor parts true, as alfo- 

the right pourtraitures & fhapes of the fuppofed or accufed 

Witches, though neuer of the bewitched before feenesand 

yet by the bewitched truely defcribed ; there 1s,1 fay, not- 

withftanding, fufticient matter of doubt, whether they are 

not very infufticient to charge or accufe any particular thus 

pointed out or marked. The Law and expreffe commande- 

ment of God doth allow of no revelation from any other 

‘Spirit, but from himfelfe, 7/2. 8.19. Whether thefe rene- 

Jations are immediately of God, if their due examination 

* E STIN by therule of his Word * doe not clearely determine, rath 

Seietaen? or hafty perturbation or paflion ought nor prefumeit. The 
Quicquid of men alfo-admit no fupernaturall illuminatiens of 
non congruit revelations , as any growndsof iult tryalsor decifions of 
cumlege, right or truth.Ic follows therefore nece flarily that they are 
_— voide,& ought to be of no force or credit in vpright iudge- 
ment with inft and rightcous men. It may bee wae 

«that. 
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with the true difcoueriethereof. -t47 
that truth is found in thefe reuelations, and cruth ought 
be of regard. It may hereto againe bee replied , rhat al- 
though trath in ic felfebe great, and ought and will pre- 
uaile; yet inthe abule , euill orcorrupted, or depra- 
ued endthereof, it ought not deceiue nor is of force. The 
Diuell, as all other cunning lyers and deceiuers and imi~ 
tators ofthat his art , vfually mixe truths withlyes , that 
thofe truths giuing credit vato lyes, men may beléeue 
Both and fo be deceiued, It waseuer the onely (afe way of 
lying , to face and guardit with fome plaufible truths. __ 
In the former reuelations therefore, reprefentations and - tt 
true defcriptions in the bewitched, of perfons of fecret \ 
markes and fignes, of fpeeches, geftures, and the'like, al- | 
though the Diuell be found true, or fpeaking truth, yet 
may he notwithftanding haply bee therein alfoa lyer, 
while truly defcribing their perfons, fhapes, markes, mah- 
ners and geftures, fpeechesand the like, he falfely and ly- 
ifigly addeth thereby a feeming or deceiuing necefsity of 
their guile , as ff therein or thereby necefatily inferred. 
The fallicy illufion and che lyingly true revelations of the 
Diuell, may by many examples be manifefted. Janus laco- 
bus Boiffardns in his tratt, de Dininatione Chap. 5. repor- 
tech an admirable {tory ofa noble Gentleman his familiar 
friend, and knowne vnto himfelfe. This man flying from 
his owne natine Countrey for feare of punifhment fora 
murther-by hin committed , and liuing in farre diftant 
coatts,defired curioufly to enquire what his wife was in his | 
abfence doing, whon hee had (being very faire young and 
beautifull) married ewo monethes onely beforetris depar- 
ture or voluntary exile. Forthis purpofe he came vntoa 
Magitian living in the place of exile, who lively defcribed 
vnto him the true fafhion, biilding., and ornaments of fis 
houle where his wife in his abfence lined , herapparrell, 
countenance,& the like,as they were perfe@tly foreknowne 
vnto hinfelfe. He farther expecting to learne what fhe was 
at that prefent inftant doing. The Magitian made knowne 
that there was then in het-company a beautifull young 
V 2 man 
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148 Ther ryalof Witchcraft, 
mao with his hofe or breeches about his heeles ftanding 
neece or clofe. vate her. Vppon the knowne truth of the 
AMagiaian bis fick defcription of his houle and wife , the 
sentleman affuring himfelfe of the truth of the fecond de- 
of feeming manifelt adultrey inber, fecretly 
ftealeth home with an. abfolute refolution by murdering of 
herto be reuenged, & comming home by fteaith neere vu- 
to.the place where his houfe & her dwelling was , by-aring 
(which as an infallible teftimonie of her ttue loue fhe had 
delivered. vnto him. at bis departure )he insmediately caufed 
her to come vnto him. Her kinde and loving inrertaine- 
ment fq qualified and mollified his intended rage and fury, 
that he had patience fir{t to confer with her, which -before 
his. fizht of her, he did not intende. After her conference: 
he demaunded whether fucha day (naming the certaine 
day) fhe did not weare apparrelof fuch colour and fathi- 


on. She anfwered with wonder thatit wastrue. Heagaine — 


demaunded. what that was.which the {mothed and‘handled 
in her hand, and who that young man was which ftood 
neere her with his hofe about his heeles. She hereat amazed 
and perceaving the fodaine change. of a fierce and cruell 
looke in her husband,defired him to be pacified and betrer 
informed, The young man was his.owne brother whocould 
witneffe the truth thereof, and that which fhe {moothed or 
firoked in her hand was a plaifter which the did fmooth. 
for him andapplyed vntohis hip, where he had a very 
greimous and painefull vicer. Thisbeing found true,the hus- 
band forrowed for hisbloady intention , and detefted the 
execrable and damnable Art of the A4agicsan,and the foule 
lying truth of the Diuell. How foulely likewife many o= 
ther men by thefe like darke and double dealing truthes, 
equiuocations, and amphobologies, haue beene deceaued 
confulting with the divell-and hisoracles may be by many. 
other examples teftified. The fame Author mentioneth the 
oraculous. reuclation bydreame prefented vnto the 
daughter of Polycrates of Samos: Ic was revealed vnto her 
‘that her: father thould be taken vp into heauen, be — 


7 
q 
* 
> 
° 
at 
x 
= 
| 
ae 
-£ 
= 
& 
= 
J 
aS 
‘ 
‘ 
we 
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by Iupster and annointed by the Sun. This after proued true 
but ine dreaming fenfe. For Pelycrares being {urprifed by 


Orantes,was hanged vp toward heauen vpon an highCrofle, 


where 7upiter (that is theayre) with higmoifture did wath 
him, and the Sun meltiag his greafe and the fubhtance of 
his fieth didfoannoint him as was leaft imagined or fufpe- 
Ged. Plutarke in the life of Aumbal reporteth that Anmball 
copfulred with the oracle concerning his owne referued 
deftiny or end. The oracle anfwered that land fhould 
buric his corpes. Hereupon he prefumed that he fhould re. 
turne into that hisowne countrey and therein his old age 
die. He grewe therefore fecure.and careles. But thortly af- 
terward being taken by the Romanes in a little obfcure 


village bythe fea coaft called: by the name of Lebiffa, he 


there grewe wearie of his life and poyfoned himfelfe in the 


Dinels truth : behold yntruth and deceipt. Libifa buried 


Armiball, but not Libiffaby Annibel either knowne.or pof. 
fible to beimagined. Thefe examples are fafficient whereby 
is plainely feenthe dangerous deceitfull: fallacy of the dined 
euen where he fpeaketh truth. Let vs now returne againe 


vato our former miraculous prediG@ion of the Diuell 


_ by the mouth of the bewitched concerning the cure of the 
bewitched by the touch of the fuppofed Witch. We may 
boldly affirme that in this cafe or in any other, if it were 


poflible for the dinell to fpeake the truth, truely, wholly, 


vnpartially ; fo as it might appeare plaine, euident, mani-. 
feft ; yet ought we not from him beleeue it or receiue it. 
This is inour biefled Sauiour made vndoubted , who in the 
Gofpell. oft rebuked him even {peaking truth, as alfo in 


S. Paul rebuking the Pythoniffe, truely affirming, and ac- — 


knowledging him the feruant and Minifter of God. If the 
diuel] then {peaking truth, may not be allowed or credited; 
hall revelations, miracles or oracles proceeding from 
hin, be they never fotrue, or approued with any fhew of 
true Religionor reafon, become any tuft probations or al- 
legationsiislaw, equity or inftice? it may be obieGted,that 
many times men haue bin by dreames and vifions admoni- 
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fhed of fecret and concealed hideous murders, and o- 
ther euill fas committed privily , whereby the Male. 
fa&ors and their guilt haue bin admirably produced 
vnto due punifhment. This truth is euen: by Heathen’ 
Authors witneffed , and in our time the like have hap- 
ned, and is teftified by witnefles, whofe faith and credit is 
_ free from all exception, Although this be true and can. 
not bedenied’, fome reafons. notwithftanding doe 
fwade that itismore fafe to incline, tofufpe& that thefe 
_ like vifions ordreames are rather of the Diuell,then rafhly 
to determine or decree that they are immediately of God, 
Firft , for that though haply they might be fometimes 
fogranted,yet ought we not too {wiftly or fedainly fo be- 
‘leeue,for that by the lively counterfait of the true vifions, 
dreames and reuelations of God, the Diuell hath ever. 
viually pra&tifed to be takenand efteemed as God:' 
the allowance whereof by. men is high blafphemy. 
God , and ignorant occult adoration of Diuels.. 
Secondly , forthat novifions, dreames , or reuclations,’ 
ought to be efteemed of God, originally or immediately, — 
which doe refpe& or anfwere curiofitie of knowiedge 
or defire, as moft of the forementioned kinds vfually — 
are wont. Thirdly, forthat the vifionsof God, asthey 
are euer bent vnto an extraordinary: diuine end, and an 
vniuerfall good, fo are they euer difpenfed by the miniftery 
ofmen, whohaue manifeft commiflion, or warrant from 
God, either mediate, or immediate. The mediate ts 
prooued by the manifeftation of the meanes : the immedi- 
ate, by theeuident reflexion of a manifeft divinity, inthe 
power and authority thereof. For asit is faid of the word 
of God, Ach. 4. verfe12. fo muft it neceflarily be con- 
cluded of alithe true miracles , vifions , or reuclations of 
God, that they areliuely, and mighty in operation. 
Thisis feene in the miracles wrought by ¢%ofes, which 
the Sorcerers themfelues could-not deny tobee the finger 
of God, Gen. 8. verfe 19. This is likewife 
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Simon Magas, who could not but acknowledge the mi- 
raculcus power of the holy Ghoft ; by thelaying on 
of the Apoftles hands,: fo far forth: that in the con- 
fideration of his owne guilt, .and.-of a convincing 
or deitie therein, he defiredthem to pray for 
The fame is alfo witnefled.in the feruantsofthe high 
Priefts. who being fent with wicked malice, and curfed 
preiudice to i0trap and. betray our Saviour, were by 
the miraculous power ofhis word and-workes compel- 
led to proclaime and confefle; No man ener fpake lske this 
man. thefe notes or markes,: of the truevifions, 
dreames, or revelations of God, are euengenerally, or 
for the moft part wanting in the forementioned kinds, 
which being neuer free from fome fufpitions note of 
godly iealoufie, therefore ought nor, but with much 
doubt and difficulty be at anytime admitted. » Iemay 
bee asyet further obie&ed. How can itotherwile bee 
deemed , then that God himfelfe is the Author of the 
former reuelations, fince they tend vnrohis glory in 
the dete&ting-and punithing of fo hideousfinnes ? Ie 
is hereto anfwered , that Almighty God is able to vie 
command euill. inftruments He 
hath ordained the Diuell himfelfe to be the common 
accufer of all finnes and finners. It is therefore no in- 
conuenience nor repugnant vnto religion or reafon, 
to affirme, that the Diuell himfelte, in the fore- 
mentioned vifions or dreames, by the commandement 
or permiffion of God, isthe producer of the fore-men- 
tioned murders, euill fa&s, vnto light and iudgement. 
God for hisowne glory permitteth the Diuell by thefe 
his wonderfull revelations, todete& the named finnes 
and finners. The Diuell alfo for his owne end’, and de- 
fire of their detru@ion, doth execute the Decree of 
God for their iuft punifhment. 
But here may be obie&ted againe, that the Diuell 
in 
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~“o it felfe, vato which haply 


TheTryall of Witch-craft, 
in hisreuelations (as is before mentioned) is not to be 
beleeued or.credited, eithough hefpaketruth. How 
then may men be allowed , to admit or make vfe of 
thele hisvifions or dreamesin thiskinde. 

It ishereto replyed , Almighty God himfelfe dothe 

beth permit and heare the Diuell when hee accufeth, ~ 
as is: manifett by holy Scriptures. Therefore among 
men, and by men alfo , his accufations may be hear 


and confidered. Notwithftanding » fince hee is ofta 
falfe Accufer, and the enemy of God and truth, hee 


may not bee credited in himfelfe , no nor truth it felfe 


fimplyas in hismouth.:'V n his accufation therefore, 
if truth and:certaitiety declare it felfe , the force 


and vertue atid not the acenfation 


duc, vpright men and minds, vnto proceeding and 
nt ; it is not the Diuels accufation, but the 
that accufation did 
point inquifition,that by i it Sifemade manifelt,is there- 


fore credited. 


And thus with breuity hath the vanity both of all 
fuperftitious, and alfo of all miraculous waies of the 
dete&tion of Witches and Witch-craft , beene in 
fome few of their particulars generally vnmasked. 
There are, and may bee many more befides thefe, 
which in thefe , and with thefe , Will likewife perith and 
vanith , being by the fame rule and reafon compelled 
ynto the golden tryall of fincere and afte i- 
on. 

The fole, true and way, wherein vp- 
rightly men may walke herein before God and men, 
hath beene in this Treatife formerly difquired and dif- 
courfed. Therein (intelligent Reader) thou maift 
obferue two forts of manifeft Witches : The one is 
offered vnto the outward fenfe, in his apparent and 


palpable Sorcerous workes : The other is made eui- 
by plaine out ofthe facred 
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with the true difcouerie thereof, 1$3 


truth. Ie hath euer prevailed withvulgarcuftome 


(becaufe molt fenfible of the moft groffe harmes more 
open to fenfe) to caft chiefely , or for themoft part, 
the eye and common iealoufie vpon the firft kinde. The 
other kinde (becaufe vfually left noted offenfe:,.and 
therefore eftcemed leaft harmefulltomen).isboth in 
the iuft protra&ion or produdtion thereof vnto the 
barre of Iuftice much more rare and feldome , and al- 
fo incommon andvulgar obferuation is little or not 
at all confidered, 
_ Hence it proceedeth, that moft men doe doubt- 
fully refolue thereof; Yea, fomemen admire a.worth 
therein, others efteeeme it of reafonable and com- 
mendable vfe , vnto the farisfa&ion of their curiofities, 
in things fecret and hidden. from. the. knowledge. of 
man. 

But fince Almighty Ged hath more {pecially (as 
is in the former Treatife prooued) both giuen moft 
certaine and plaine indication , and information of 
thiskinde, by the expreffed fruites thereof, and the 
neceflary inference of familiarity and confultation 
with other Spirits then himfelfe , Z/ssah 8. verfe 19, 
and hath alfo fo oft in fo diners places iterated the 
great abomination , and his high deteftation thereof, 
it is not onely the fauing duety of all priuate men 
to take more diligent-and wary noticethereof, there- 
by to efchew and flye from it , according vato Gods 
exprefle charge and command ;.but it is.the charge 
of Princes and Magiftrates alfo, to fulfill thereby 
the commanded execution of Gods. holy wrath and 
_ vengeance vpon it ; for which pleafing feruice and 


facrifice vnto him , Almighty God hath vpon the 


everlafting. records of his holy word fixed for ever 


the fo memorable praife , and commendation of thofe - 


famous Princes, who have dedicated themfelues vn- 
ta his will therein.. As it hath beene declared by 
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what meanes Witches andSorcerers, intwokindes 
feuerally may. be manifeftly charged, challenged , and. 
d as certaine and vndoubted Offendors : fo 
alfo how farre prefumption probabilities , or matter 
of iuft fefpition in both may blamelefly guide ; and. 
‘condu& ypright and equall inquifition , hath beene 
briefely inftanced. From all which it is evident : firft, 
that God in nature hath not fhut vp in this fubied, 
the common intrance and doore of iudging, trying 
or deciding as equally, asin other cafes : fecondly, 
that befide and beyond that way , which God hath 
_ left open vnto fenfible and -reafonable progreffle, 
herein it muft neceffarily bee prepofterous prefump- 
_ tion to breake out , or ouer-reach, as alfo in fteade of 
that plaine approoued and authentike walke for the 
tryalls of truth ; the iudgement and condemnation 
of others, and the eftablifhment of mens owne 
thoughts, and mindés; to feeke irreligious footing, 
‘in che Labyrsath of amazing wonderments, and reafon- 
lefle traditions and experiments. To walke in thefe 
waics , is no betterthen torunne away from God, in 
whom to truft , though with fome reftraint , and 
coertion of our longing: vaine defires , and fatisfacti- 
Os, is truely farre more happy then out of the con- 
du& of ‘his allowance therein, to inioy the fulleft 
meafure or ouerflow of all the moft obfequious in- 
fluencies of humane blifle. If true religion and pictie 
could fettle this conftderation, the common folly 
Of mifgonerned,, petulant , inordinate, and intempe. 
Tate expatiations in this kinde, would not onely in 
prinate men more viually blufh and be afhamed , but 
a moreeuen, ftraight, and vninterrupted way, be- 
Ing prepared thereby vnto iuftice, would vfuaily bring 
forth a) much more happy. iffue , then now is ordi- 
Mary. Thus farre the love of truth , which haueecuer 
carefully fought and ftudied, hath offered violence 
¥nto 
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with the true difconeriethereof. 
ynte my private thoughtsand meditations, expofing 
them vntothe hazard of publike view. 

As my labour is not lof vnto my felfe, andmy 
owne more confirmed fatisfa&ion thereby : fo .if 
“there be therein any good vnto the common good, 

I know , good men will not for the thorne, 

refufe the fruite, for defe& of elegance 
in ftile, or obfcurity of worth inthe 
Author, quarrell with the 
matter it felfe. 


FINIS, 
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